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PREFACE. 


H E Government of the 
Tongue has ever been 
juſtly reputed one of the 
moſt important parts of 
humane Regiment. The Philoſopher 
and the Divine equally atteſt this x 
and Solomon (who was both ) gives 
his Suſfrage alſo; the Perſwaſions to, 
and Encomiums of it taking up a 
conſiderable part of his Book of - 
' Proverbs. I /ball not therefore need 
to ſay any thing to juſtifie my choice 
of this Subjed, which has fo. much 
better Authorities to commend it: I 
rather wiſh that it had not the ſu- © 
peraddiz7on of an accidental fitneſs \ 
_ grounded | 
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"The Preface. . 
. grounded upon the univerſal negle 
of it, it now ſeeming to be an Art 
wholly out-dated. For though ſome 
Lineaments 'of it:may be met with in 
Books , yet there is ſcarce any foot- 
ſteps of it in praftice, where alone 
zt can be ſipnificant. The attempt 
therefore of reviving it I am ſure is 
ſeaſonable, I wiſh it were half as 
eaſte. 7 
2. Indeed that Skill was never ve- 
ry eaſie, it requiring the greateſt vi- 
gilance and caution, and therefore 
20t” to be attaind by looſe trifling 
ſpirits. The T ongue 35 ſo ſlippery, that 
zt eaſie deceives a drouſie or heedleſs 
guard. Nature ſeems to have given 
it. ſome nnhappy advantage towards 
thats'Tis in its frame the moſt ready 
for. motion of any Member, needs not 
' fo muth asthe-flexure of a foint, and 
| by acceſs of bumours acquires a glib- 


» 
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neſs too, the more to facilitate its mo-- 

. ving. And alas, we too much find the- 
effect of this its eaſie frame : It often 
goes without giving us warning ; and 
_asC hildren;when they happen upon a. 
rolling Engine, can ſet it in ſuch a 
carriere, as wiſer people cannot 0n a 
fadden ftop ; ſo:the childiſh parts of 
us, our Paſſions, our Fancies, all our” 
meer animal Faculties, can thruſt our - 
{ ongues into ſuch dijorders, as our | 
Reaſon cannot eaſily retifie.The die * 
managery therefore of this unruly 
Member, may rightly be eſteemed one - 
of the greateſt Myſteries of fans. 
and Vertne. this is intimated by St. 
James, If any man. offend not 1n - 
word, the ſame is a perfect man,.. 
and able alſo to bridle the whole - 
body, Ja.3.2. Tis ftoried of Betmbo - 
a primitive Chriſtian;that coming to 


= a friend to teach him a es be be... | 
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gan to him the Thirty ninth. 1 ſaid, 
I will look to my ways, that I of- 
tend not with my Tongue. Upon 
hearing of which fir(t Verſe, he ftopt 
his Tutor, ſaying, T his is enough for 
me if I learn it as Tought ; aud being 
after fix months rebuk.d for not. com+- 

ing again, he replyed, That he had” | 
. 70t yet learn'd his firſt Leſſon: nay,af- 
ter nineteen years he profeſt, that in 
that time he had ſcarte learn'd to fal- 
fil that one line. I give not this its 
ftance to diſcourage, but rather to- 
quicken men to the ſtudy, for a leſſon 
that requires fo much time t0 learn, 
pad need be early begun with. 


3. But eſpecially in this Age, | 


wherein the contrary liberty has got 
fuch a prepoſe/Jion, that men look on 
it a5 & part of ther Birth-right, nay 
do not oaly let their Tongues looſe, \ 
but /t ud? ouſly ſag geſl Inordinantes to © 


them | 


The Preface: 
them; and" aſe the D ur where they. 
ſhould the Bridle. By this means. 
Converfation 38 ſo generally corrupted, 
that many have had” cauſe 10 wiſh 
they had not been made fociable Crea> 
tures. 4 man ſecluded from company 
can have but the DeviF and himſelf 
to tempt him; bit he that converſes; 


has almoſt as many Snares as he has 
companions. Men barter Vices, and 


as if each had. not enough of his own 
growth, tranſplantout- of his Neigh-- 
bors Sotl;and that. which was intend>- 
ed- to cultivate and civilize the | 
World, has turned it into a wild De=- 
fort, and Wilderneſs: © 

4. This fare of things, I confi ſs; 
looks not very promifing to one who- 
zs to folicite a Reformation. But- 
whatever the hopes are , I am fare 
| the needs are great enough to juftifie 
the attempr.For as the Diſeaſe is Epi-- 
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demick, fo it is mortal alſo, utterly 


inconſiftent with that pure Religion, 


which leads. to life. We-m. 
James's word for it,” If any. man 
ſeem to be religious, and bridlcch 


not ts tongue, that.mans Rn : 


15 vain, \ Zames..1. 26. , God knows 

Te have not much Religion among us: 
'tis preat pity we Et fruſtrate the 
little we have, render that utterly 
inſignificant , which "at the beft a- 

Manes roo little. Let therefore the 
difficulty and neceſſity of the Task, 


prevail: with us to take-time before. 


= not-to defer this ſo neceſſary, a 
0 


rb till the Night... come 3 Or ima- 


gine that the T argue will be able to 


exptate its whole age of Gailt, by a 
| feeble Lord have mercy.con me. at 
the Jaft. Though indeed if. that were 
hy 7 able,jtmerr but 4, broken. Reed 

"ſt 10, one kzowing 3 rs, 1 
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The Preface. - 
| ſhall have time. or grace for that. = | 
may be ſurprizd with an Oath, a 
Blaſphemy. , @ Detratlion in Bis | 
Mouth-: many have been ſo. 'Tis ſure 
there muſt be a dying Moment ; and © 
how can any man ſecure himſelf, To. 
ſhall not be the ſame with that in 
which he utters thoſe, and his expi- - 
ring breath be ſo employed ? Sure they + 
— think. that thoſe Incantations : 
( though hellifh enough ) can make 
them jhot free, render them Invulne- - 
 rable to Deaths Darts; and if they 
have not that, or fome other? as ridi- 
 culous Reſerves ; 'tis flrange 'mhas + * 
ſhould make then rant ſuch a mad 


Adventure. 


> But I. expect it ſhould bÞs oe: G 
fed. that this deſpiceble' Ti W707 


20t proportionable to the Fncounter 


to which it is br ought ; that befides * 


þ-, Fat unskilful managing of theſe 


C CG. 
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Points it does touch, it wholly omits 


many froper to the Subjett, there be- 
ing Faults of the Tongue which it 
paſſes in ſilence. I confeſs there is co- 
four enough for this ObjeRion,but] be- 
lieve if it were put #0 Votes, more 
would reſolve I bad ſaid too much, ra- 
ther than toe little. Should I have 


znlarged to the utmoſt compaſs of this 


Theme, T ſhould have made the Vo- 


ua 
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lume of fo afſrighting a Bulk, that 


few would have attempted it; and by 


faying 1711 uCh [ ſhould have ſaid NO0- | 
"js at all to thoſe who moſt need 


t. Mens Stomachs are gener ally [0 
va in theſe caſes, that 'tis not 
fafe to over-load them. Let them try 
how they can digeſl this ; if they can 
fo as ta turn it into lindly nouriſh- 
ment, they will be able to ſupply them- 
fetves with the Remainder. For 1 


think, 1 may with ſome Confidence «| 
affirm, 


4 
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ie Pre: ace. 


| affirm, that he that. can confine _ 
Tongue within the limits here . pre- 
ſcribd, may without much difficulty 
reflrain its other E xcurſions. All 
ſhall beg of the Reader, is but to come 
with ſincereIntentions, and then per= 
haps theſe few Stones and Sling uſed 
in the Name, aid with Invocation of 
the Lord of Hoſts, may countervail. 


P 


the maſſive Armor of the uncircum- : 


ciſcd Philiſtin. ' And' may that God, 


who loves to magnifie his Power ins 


m— give it Ihe *ey a 4 
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| "AN, at firſt SKI IBY was wbſtiared þ 

. .Godas bf Vicegerent , to recerve.. the: ab 
mage, and.enjoy the Services of all inferior 
Beings, 'way-farther,,was endowed wh Exe 
7" NE t Hp Rm the port of'ſo. vaſt 
An \Eqm ire, _ Yet yery. Excellencies, as they qualified 
him My Seonaoe-lo chey unfitted hun for a ſatisfationorac 
fn wore te hy Vaſlals.: the dignity of his nature fer 
ſociety, pr.converle of meer Animalsd fo:that 

& Pop, of by 4 er amigft all the throng and 
Poery pr, Creatures ; remain'd ſolitary. - :Bur: : 
ho knew what an apprring of ſocicty-he had-implance 
dies ' judged this no agreeable ſlate for him”; 7t-25 nor met 
han Man ſhould be ale, Gen-. 2. 18. And as in the Liniverſel 
Frame of Nature, he 1 as rafied fwchan abhorretice obv; 
that all Crearurez do rathep, ſyymir: to; 'preteriatural mar 
"then adit 1 it; ſo. . <bgmtc this deſtitute condicion of 
'Man, he relieved him by a;miraculousexpedient ,: divided 


"him thathe might unite him,:and mage one r:of him' ah 
aſſociate for the other _ N a: 2. Neither 
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2. Neither did God take this care to provide him 4 Cott». 


patizon; mecerly for the entercourſes of Senſe : had that been 
the ſole aim , there needed no:new there were . 
ſenſitive Creatures enough : the+ deſign was to entertain his - 


nobler Principle, his Reaſon, with a more equal converſe 
aſſign him an intimate, whoſe.intelkeR as. much correſponded 
with his, as:did the outward form, whoſe heart, accordihg 
to Solomons reſemblance, anſwered his,. As in water face an- 


fyers face, Prov. 27. 19. with whom he-might communicate - 


minds, traffic and enterchange all the notions and ſenti- 
- timents: of a reaſonable Soul. 


3+; But tho- there were this ſympathy 1n their ſublimer - 
part;- which difpoſed them to the moſt intimate union 3 yer - 
there. was. a cloud of fleſh in the way, which intercepted 


their mutual-view, nay permitted no intelligence between” 
them,-.othtr then by the mediation of ſome Organ ually 
commenſurate to Soul and Body. - And. to -this mack the. 
infinite wiſdom of- God ordained Speech ; which, as it is a 
found reſulting from the modulation of the Air, has moſt 
affinity roche Spirit, but as it is uttered by the Tongue, has 
immechate cognation with the Body, and ſo 15 the fitteſt” in- - 


ſtrument to manage a commerce between the rational yer in-- 


viſible powers of human Souk cloathed in fleſh. 

4-: And as we have reaſon to admire the excellency of this 
contrivance; ſohave we to applaud the extenfivenets of the 
benefit. From this 1t is we derive all the es of So- 
ofety : without this, men of 'thc neareſt Neighborhood- 
would have ſignifre> no more to each'orher; then our Anti 
podes now do to us. ' All our Arts and Scrences for the acce- 
modation of this Life, had*remam'd only a rnde Chaos in 
their firſt matter, had-not ſpeech by a mutual comparing of 
notions ravged them into order. - By this it 1swe can give one 
another notice of our-wants; aud follicit relief; . by this we 
mnterchangably communicate adviſes, 'reproofs, conſolations, 
all the neceffary aids of haman imbecltlity. This 1s thar 
which poſſeſſes .us of the moſt valuable bleding of human 
Life, I mean Friendſhip, which could no more have bin con- 
traed amongſt dumb men, theft it can between PiQures and 
Statues. Nay farther, to this we owe tn a great depree the 


intereits even of our ſpiritual Being, all the oral, yea and 
WLAtici 
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SECT. I. Of the Ufs of Speech. | 3. 


written Revelations too of Gods will : for had there bin no 
Longuage there had bin no Writing, And tho we muſt nos 
pronounce how far God might have cvidenced himſelf ro 
mankind by immediate inſpiratien of every mdrvidual, yet 
we may ſafely reſt in the Apoſtles inference, Rom: 10. 14» 
How ſhall they believe in him whom they have not heard, and 
how ſhall they hear without a Preacher * | 
5. From all theſe excellent uſes of it in reſpe&t of man, 
we may colle& another in relation to God, that 1s, the praz- 
fing and magnifying his. goodne(s, as for all other effects of hs 
Bounty, ſo particularly that he hath given us language, and 
all the conſequent advantages of it. Thus 15 the juſt infe- 
rence of the Son of Syrach, Eccluf. $2. 22. The Lord hath 
given me a Tongue, and I will praiſe them therewith, This is 
the Sacrifice which God calls for ſo often by the Prophets, rhe 
calves of our lips, which anſwers to all the oblations out of the 
Herd, and which the Apoſtle makes equivalent ro thoſe of 
the for and wine preſs alſo, Heb. 33. 15. The frutt ofi our 
lips, giving thanhs to his name. To this we frequently find 
the Pſalmiſt exciting both himſelf and others, 4wabe up my 
gbry, I will give thanks unto.thee, O Lord, among the people, 
and I will fing unto thee among the nations, Pſal. 57. 9, ro. And 
O praiſe the Lord with me, and let us maznifie his name together, 
Pſal. 34. 3- And indeed whoever obſerves that excellent ma- 
gazine of Devation, the Book of Pſalms, ſhall find that the 
' Lauds make up a very great part of it. oY 
6. By what hath bin aid, we may. define what are the 
grand uſcs of ſpeech,4.zz. the glorifying of Ged, and the 
benefiting of men. * And this helps us:to an infallible Tet 
by which to try our words. For fince every thing is fo far 
approvable, as it anſwers the end of 1ts Being; what part ſo- 
ever of our diſcourſes agrees not with the primitive ends of 
Speech, will not keld weight in the balance of the Sanftua- 
ry. It will therefore nearly concern us to enter upon this 
ſcrutiny, to bring our words to this touch-ſtone : for tho 
in our depraved eſtimate the _—_ of Eanguaye 13 
more regarded than the innocence; we think our words 
vaniſh with the breath that utters them, yet they become 
Records in Gods Court, are laid yup m bis Archives as wit- 
neſſes either for, or againft us : for he who 1s truth it ſelf 
hath told us, that by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by 
thy words thou ſhalt be condemn'd, Matth. 22. 37» | 
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SEC 1-14 
Of the manifold abuſe of Speech. 


Yo ND now fince the original defigns of ſpeaking are 
ſo noble, .ſo advantageous, one would be apt to 
conclude no rational Creature wouldbe tempted to pervert 
them, fince *ris ſure he can ſubſtitute none for them, that 
canequally conduce either to his honor or intereſt. | 
7 > Yer Experience (that great baffler of ſpeculation } 
aſſures us the thing is too poſſible, and brings in all Ages 
matter of fa& toconfute our ſuppoſitions. So liable alas is 
ſpeech to be depraved, that the Scripture deſcribes it as the 
ource of all our other depravation. Original fin came firſt 
at of the mouth . gm before 1t entred in by cating, 
he firſt uſe we find. Eve to have made of her Language, 
was to enter parly with:the tempter.and from that to become 
a tempter to her Husband. - And immediatly upon the fall, 
ouilty Adamframes his tongue to a frivolous excuſe, which 
was muchleſs able to cover his fin, then the fig-leaves were 
his nakedne6, And as in the firſt world, the tongue had 
licked upthe venom ef the old Serpent,/ſo neither could the 
Deluge waſh it off in the:ſecond. No fooner was that-ſinall 
colony ( whetewith thedepopulated Earth was to bereplant- 
ed) come forth of the Ark, but we meer with Cham a dela- 
tor to his qwn,Father, inviting his brF#hren to that execrable 
cle of their Parents nakednefs. * 
. 3+ Nordidthis only run in the blood of that accurſed per- 
ſon;. the holy ſeed-was nor totally free from its infe&ion, even 
the Patriarchs themſelves were not exempt. Abraham 
-uſedarepeted colluiion tm the caſe of his Wife, and expoſed 
his. own Integrity:to preſerve her Chaſtity. Jaac the Heir 
of. his blefling, was Son of his Infirmiry alfo, and ated over 
the ſame ſcene upon Rehecca's account. 7acobobtain'd his Fa- 
thers Blefling by a flatlie! Simeon and Levi ſpake not only 
fallty, bur mga nay hypocrincally, abuſing at once 
their Proſelytes, their Religion, for the cfſeRing their 
crucl 
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SECT. II. Of the dluſeof Sjoeh.  Þ © 5 | 
cruel deſigns uponthe Sichemites. Moſer, tho a man of an = 


unparallel'd meekneſs , yet fpake unaduiſedly with his lips, 
Pal. 106. 33.. David uttered a bloody Vow againſt Nabat, 
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' ſpake words ſmoother then oil to Uriah, whenhe had donehim 


one mjury, and defign'd him another. . 'Twere endleſs to 
reckon up thoſe ſeveral inſtanees the old Teſtament wy us 
ters in 
the new z tho there 1s one of ſo much horror, as ſuperſedes 
the naming more, I mean that of St. Petey in his reiterated 
abjuring his Lord, a crime which ( abſtraed from the in- 
rention ) ſeems worſe then thatrof Judas : that traitor owned 
his relation, cried Maſter, Maſter, even when he betraied 
him,  thathad he bin meaſured only by his tongue,he might 
have paſt for the better Diſciple. : oo Te 
' 4. Theſe are fad inſtances, hot recorded to patromze the 
fin, but to excite our caution, It was a Poliic inference of 
the Elders of 1ſrael-in the caſe of Fehy, Behold two Kings 
Stood not before him, how then (hall we ſtand? 2 Rings 10s 
And ie may well apply it to this; if perſons of ſo circum- 
{pe a Piety, have, bin chus overtaken, what: ſecurity. can 
ere be. for our wretchleſs, ofcitzzey ? IF. thoſe who hep 
their mouths as it were with.a bridle, Plal. 39. 1. could not al- . 
wares preſerve them innocent, to what guiles may not our 
unreſtrained licentious Tongues hurry us? Thoſe which, as 
the Plalmiſt ſpeaketh, Pſalm. 73. 9. go thro the World, are in 
that unbounded range very likely to meet wich him who 


' walks the ſame round, Job 2. 2. and by him be-tuned and 


ſet to his key, be ſcrued and wreſted from their proper uſe, 
and made ſubſervient to us vileſt deſigns. | 

5- And would God this were only a probable ſuppoſition / 
but alas, experience ſupplants the uſe of conjeQure in the 
point: we do notonly preſume it may be ſo, but actually find 
It 15 ſo. For amidſt the univerſal depravation of our Facul- 
ties, there 1s none more- noterious then that .of Speech, 
Whither ſhall we turn us to find it in its priſtine integriry? 
Amidft thar infinity of words in which we ex our. 
breath, how few, are there which do at all correſpond with 


the originel defignatian of ſpeech; nay, -which do nor flatly 
contratia it? T 0.mh at unhol X ancharieble purpoſes : 

that uſcfal faculty perverted? Thas which was meantto ſerve _ - 
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6 | The Government of the Tongue 


= the perfame of the Tabernacle, to ſend up the Incen- - | 
ſes of Praiſes and Prajers, now ethales in impious vapors, . | 
to ecliþfeif ' it; were le the Father of Light. That 
which ſhauld. be the ſtore-houſe of relief and refreſhment 
to our brethren, is. become a magazine of all offenſive wea- 
pons agairift them, ſpears, and arrows, and ſharp ſwords, 
as the Pſalmiſt often phraſes it. We do not only fall” by | 
the flipperineſs. of our Tongues, but. we deliberately diſci- 
pline and train them to miſchief.” We bend our tongues as 
: our bows for lies, as. the Propticr ſp Fer. 9. 3. And in 
2a word, what God affirmed in the old World in relation 
to thoughts, is too appliabſe toour words, they are evil, and 
this continually, Gen. 6. $. and that which was intended! | 
for the inſtrument, the aid of ._human -fociery, is becomes | * 
the diſturber,: the peſt of -iec.-. - 

_ 6, T ſhall noe —_— po all the- | - 
vices of the Tongue: it doth: indeed paſs afl Geography © | 
* draw an cxat Map of © that World of. iniquity, as St.- 
Tames w__ 7 ſhall — the greater fines, __ 
itribufs it into its principal aud more-cminent parts, . whic 
are diſtinguiſhable as they relate to-God, our Neighbor ,. 
and our ſelves ; in each of which I fhall rather make an: 
Efliy by way of: inſtance, then actemnt an exaQl cnumerati« - - 

or lurvey. 4 
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SECT. IIF. 


Of” Atheiftical Diſcourſe. 


«] Begin with thoſe which relate 20 God this poor de-- 
* ſpicable member the Tongue; of ſuch a gigan- 
tic-inſolence, tho nor ſize, as even to War wich Hea- 
ven.. 'Tis true, every diſordered ſpeech doth remotely io,. 
as it is 2 violation of Gods Law; but I now ſpeak only- 
of thoſe which as it were attacque his perſon, and unme- . 
ady-fly its the face of 'Omniporency. In the _ W 
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SECT. II. Of Atheiflceal Diſedaſe. | 9- 
rank of theſe we may well-place all Atheiſtical Diſcourſe, 
which is that bold ſort of rebellion, which firikes not only- 
at his authority, but hunſelf. Orher blaſphemies level ſomE 

at one Attribute, fome another ; but this by a more coms 

pendious impicty, fthoots at his very being, and as if 1t 

ſcorn'd thoſe pieceqmeal guiles, ſers up a ſingle monſter big 

enough to devour them all: for all inferior 15 

as _— —— grow. 4 is Religion <mgp 

2. Time was, when: the in vg againſt-this, . 
haye bin thought a Gant wa ſubje&-1 a-Chriſhan 
nation, and men w have = par upon meas the Spar- 
tan Lady did, when ſhe was ag d what was the-punifhmene 
for, Adultereſſes, There are no fuch things here. Nay even 
;the moſt barbarous-people, it. could have can- 
Cl bar: ſome few ſingle pertbes ; no numbers, much 
leſs ſocieries of men, having ever excluded the belief of a 
Diery, And s 4t may at this day conceth them as 
little as ever, far amadft the various Deines and Worſhips. 
of thoſe remoter Nations, we have yet no account of any 
that renounce all, "Tis only our light hath ſo blinded ue4- 

10 tnar 96a {NAY vporaid us as he did Iſfract, Hath a nation 
changed. their. Gods which yet are no gods ? but my have 

changed their glory for that which doth not profit, Jer» 2. 1ts 
' This madneſs. is now. the incloſure, the peculiarity of thoſe 
who by their names and inſtitutions ſhould be Chriſtians ; 
as. if that natural Aphoriſm, that when things -arer at a height 
they muſt fall again, had plzce. here alfo, and our being of 
the meſt excellent, moſt clevaed; Religion, Were but-the | 
preparative to onr being of none. 

3- Tis indeed deplorable to ſee, how the Profeſſors of 
no God begin to vie numbers with all the penn | apr 
ſons in Religion, fo thar Atheiſm ſeems to be the gulph 
that finally ſwallows up all our ſets. It has ſiruck 6814 
ſudden intoſuch a reputation, that it ſcorns'any longer t6 
ſaulk, but owns it ſelf more publicly then moſt men dare 
do the contrary. 'Tis ſet down in the ſeat of 'the ſcorner,. 
and ſince it cannot argue, reſolves to laugh all Piery out'of- 
countenance ; and having ſcized\the mint, nothing ſhalt - - 
paſs for wit that hath nor its ſtamp, and with it S_ 5 
no m$tzl. of fo baſe an alloy, bur ſhall. go.current.Every the 
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-qulleſt creature that can bur ſtoutly diſclaim his Maker, has L | 
by it ſufficiently ſecured its tile- to Ingenuity 3 and fſuch-. 


mmeſares being once eſtabliſhed, no wonder at its ſholes of 


proſelytes,, when it gives on the one hand licence to all - 


ſenſual inordinaces, permits them to be as much beaſts as 
they will,, or can; and yet tells them on the other, that 


they are the more men. for it. - Sure *tis nor ſtrange that a |} 
Hook chus doubly-baited ſhould: catch many. Either of - 
thoſe allurements ſingle, we ſee has force enough. The. 


charms of ſeniualny are fo faſcinating, that even thoſe who 


believe :macher World, and the ſevere — will | 


there a.ctend their Luxuries, yer chuſe. to take. them ja pre- 
ſent 'with.all the diſmal reverſions.. And then fure it can- 


not but be very news to ſuch a one to be told, that. 


that after-reckoning is bur a falſe alarm 3. and his 


'aillingne6 to have 1t true, will eaſily incline him to believe 


It 15 ſo... And doubtlefs were Atheiſm traced up to its firſt 
| Cauſes, this would be found the moſt operanve ; *rs fo 
convenient for- a man that will have no God to controul or 
reſtrain. him, to have none to vuniſh him neither; that 


that utility paſſes into argument, "and he will rather-pnt'# n 


cheat” upon his underſtanding, by concluding there 1s no 
: Fatureaccount, then leave ſuch a ſting in his plefures, as 
the remembrance of it muſt needs prove. This ſeems to 


be the original and firſt riſe of this impiery, it being impoſ- ' 


fible for any man that ſees the whole, ny but the ſmalleſt 
part of the Univerſe, to doubt of a and ſupreme Be- 


| - ing, until from the conſciouſne(s of his provocations, it 


becomes his intereſt there ſhould be none. _ 

4+ This is indeed, conſidering the depravation of the 
World, a pretty faſt tenure for Atheiſm to hold by ; yet 
It has of late twiſted its cord, and got that other ſtring . to 


its: bow we before - mentioned. Its bold monopolizing of. 


wit and reaſon:compels, as the other invited men. This we 


may indeed call the Devils preſs, by which he hath filled up - 
' his Troops: men are afraid for being reproached for filly. 
|  - andirrational, in giving themſelves up to a blind belief- of . 


what they do not ſee. And this bughear fr hes them from 
their Refigion ; reſolving they will be no fools for Chrifts 


- ſake, '1 Cor. 4. 13- [ dare appeal the breaſts of many in_| 
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Wy of Atheiſtical Diſcourſe. 9 


"this age,whether 'this have not bin one of the mot prevalent 


temtations with them to eſpouſe the tenet: and tho | 
y be firſt rook 1t up, only in their own defence, for fear 
ing thought fools, yet thar fear ſoon converts into 


it alſo; remembring how themſelves were laughr our of it, 
they effay to do the like by others. Yea ſo zealous 
- pugners are they of their negative Creed, that they are 


l Da pur" diligent to inſt1u& men init, and in all the 


little ſophiſtries and colours, for defending it : fo that he 
that would meſure the Opinions by their induſtry, and the 
remiſneſs of Believers, would ccrtainly think that the great 
intereſt of Eternity lay wholly on their ſ:de. Yet I rake 
not this for any argument of ahe confidence of this perfwas 
fion, but the contrary : for we know they are not the ſe- 
cure, but the deſperate undertakings, wherein men are moſt 
deſirous of- partners, and there is ſomwhatof horror in. an 
WR way, which makes men unwilling to. travel it 
one. | 
'$. The truth 1s, tho theſe men ſpeak bxg, and preſcribe as 
ſitively to their puptEs, as if they had ſome counter reve« 
{lation to confute thoſe of Moſes and Chriſft,, yet were their 
ſecret thoughts laid open, there would. ſcarce be found the 
-like aſſurance there... I will not ſay to what reprobate- ſenſe- 
ſome particular perſons may. have provoked God to- deliver 
them, bur in the-generality, I believe one:may affirm, that 
there 1s ſeldom an infidelity fo ſanguine-as: to exelude all 
fears. Their moſt bold Theſis, That there 1s no God,- no 
Jucgment, no Hell, is often mc: with an inward tremutous 
ypothefis, What if there be? I dare in this remit:me to 
themſelves, apd challenge ( not their. conſciences , who 
profeſs to have none, but ) their. natural a to ſay, 
whether they have not.ſomtimes ſach damps and ſhiverings 
within them, If they ſhall fay,. that theſe are but the re- 
liques of prepoſſeflion and educatien, ' which their reaſon 
foon diffipates, Ler me then atk them farther, whether they 
would not give a conſf:derable ſum to be infallibly aſcey:ain- 
ed there were noſuch.thing: now no ſenſible man would 
give a farthing to be ſecured from a thing whick his n__ 
tell; 
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rells him is impoſlivle 3 tlicrefore if they would pive 
thing ( as L dare fay they themſelves cannot deny that 
would )) *ns a tacite demonſtration, that they are not ſo ſure 
-as they pretend & be. . | 
- 6. I might here join iſſue upon the whole, and pref 
them with the unreaſonablenefs, the diſingentoufheſs of em- 
bracing a Profeſſion to-which their one Tre 
ward relutance, nay the imprudence of governing their 
ves by-that poſition, which for 'ought they know maybe 
.{ nay they aQually fear is )) falſe, andf it be, mult incyi- 
tably immerſe them in endleſs ruin. But I muſt remember 
my deſign limits me only to the faults of the Tongue, and 
therefore 1 muſt not follow this chaſe beyond thoſe bounds. 
'F ſhall only extend it to my proper ſubje&, that of Atheiſti- 
cal talk, wherein they make as mad ap adventure as in any 
other of their enormous pradices, nay pethaps in ſome re- 
ſped a worſe. | 

5. In rhefirſt place 'ris to be conſidered, thar' if there be 
a God, he, as well as men, may be provoked by our werds 
as well as deeds. Secondly, *'t1s pothble he may be more. 
Our ill deeds may be don upon a vehement impulſe of tem- 
ation ; ſome profit or pleaſures may tranſportand hurry us; 
and they may at leaſt have this alleviation, that we did 
them to pleaſe or advantage our ſelves, not to ſpight God. 
But Atherſtical words cannot be ſo palliated : they are 
arrows direQly ſhort againſt Heaven, and can come our of 
no quiver but malice : for *tis certain there never was 
man that ſaid, There was no God, but he wiſhed it firſt, 
We know what an enhancement our injuries to each other 
receive from their being malicious : and fure they will 
do ſo much more to God, ' whoſe principal demand from 
us 1s, that we give him our heart. But Thirdly, This 1m- 
plieth a malice of the higheſt ſort. + Human ſpight 1s uſu- 
ally confined within fkme bounds, aims fomtimes at the 
goods, ſomtimes at the fame, at moſt bur at the life of 
our Neighbor : but here is an accumulation of a!l thote, 
back'd with the moſt prodigious infolence. "Tis God only 
that has power of -annilylanon, and we ( vile Worms ) 
ſeek here to ſteal that incommunicable right, 2rd retort it 
upon Himſelf, and by:anticreative power, would unmake 
| Him 
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-Him who has made us. Nay laſtly,” by this we have nc 
. - only the utmoſt .guile of -fingle - rebels, but we become 
:Sing-leaders alſo, draw-in others to that accurſed afſociati- 
-on ; for *tis only this. liberty of Diſceurſe that- hath | 
pagarey Atheiſm. The Devil .might perhaps by inward 
ec 


' morgage. Would. Goo they would conf! 


tons have drawn in here -and there a ſingle Proſe- 

lyte ; but he could neyer have had ſach-numbers, had he 
not uſed ſome as decoes to gnſnare others, | 

-8. And now let the brisk Atheiſt a little conſider, what 

theſe aggravations will amount to. 'Twas good counſel was 


' given to the Athenians, to beivery ſure Philip was 


re they expreſſed their joy at his death, mJ 
find him alive to revenge that haſty eriumph. _ oe 


like I may gwe to theſe men, BIR Te ory ſure there 
Gs 


Certainly nothing leſs then a can juſtific the 
; reafonableneG:of ſach a daring. And -when-they can pro- 
duce "that, _ have (© far all the comprehenſi- 
ons of maykind, they may challenge the liberty of 


their Tongul, and ſay, They are ther own, who-is Lord over 


- -them, Pſalm. 12: 4- | 

6. But *till this be don, *ewere well they would ſoberly. 
-ballance the hazards of this liberty with the-gains of it. 
"The hazards of the moſt dreadful kind, the: gains of the 


flighteſt : the moſt 15 but..2 vain a e of wit, for an 


Hmpious jeſt, or of reafon for a conſiderer-: and 


yet even for that thay muſt incroach on the Devils right 
too, who 15 commonly the promeer, .and therefore if there 
be any credir in it may juſtly challenge it. Indeed *ris to 


| be feared he will at laſt prove the -maſter wit, when as 


for thoſe little loans he makes them, _ therr ſouls in 

berimes, what 

2 wofull raillery that will Be, which-for ought they know 
may end in gnaſhing of teeth. 

10. The next imprety of the Tongue, 15 Swearing, that 


fooliſh ſin, which-plaies the Placonie to damnation, and 


courts it purely for-av fetf; without: any of the appendamt 
allurements which ottier fs have :*1 a-vice-, which for its 
gaile, may jaſtifie the ſharpeſt ;| and for 1s caſtamarinebs, 
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12 The Government ofthe Tongue. 
rhe frequenteſt inveRtives which can be made apainft jr. Bit 
But it has been affaulted fo often by betrer Pens, and has 
ſhewed it ſelf ſo much proof againſt all Homily, thar it is as 
needleſs as diſcouraging a task for me to attempt it. 'Tis ins 
deed a thing taken up ſoperfe&ly withour all ſenſe, that 'ris 
the lefs wonder to find it maintain it felf upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple *ris founded, and continue in the ſame defiance to Rex- 
fon wherein it began. | 
- 17. All therefore that T ſhall ſay concerning it, is to ex- 
preſs my wonder, how it has made a ſhift to twiſt it ſelf with 
the former fin of Atheiſm, by which, according to all rules 
of reaſoning it ſeems to be fuperſeded : and yet we ſee none 
own God more in their Caths, than-thoſe that difavow him 


In their other diſcourſe. Nay, ſfauch men ſwear not only to 


fell their Language, and make it ſound more full and blu- 
ſtring, but even whenthey moſt deſire tobe believed. Whar 
an abſurdity of wickedneſs ts this? Is there a God to fivear 
by, and is there none to believe 1n, none to-pray to? We 
call it Frenzy to ſee a man fight with a ſhadow : but ſure 
*tis more ſo, to invoke it. Why then do theſe men of rea- 
ſon make ſuch ſolemn Appeals ( for ſuch every Oath is) to 
amber Chimera and Phantaſm ? Ir would make one think 
they had ſome inward belief of a Deity, which they upon 
ſurprizal thus blurt- out. If 1t argue not this, it does ſome- 
thing worſe, and becomes an Evidence how much the ap- 
pearance of a fin recommends it-to them, that they thus 
catch at it, withoutexamining how it will-confiſt with ano- 
ther they like better. Theſe are indeed wholeſale Chapmen 
to Satan, that do not truck and barter one Crime for- ano- 
ther, but take the whole herd : and tho by reaſon of their 


diſagreeing kinds they are apt to gore and worry each other, : 


yethe ſtill keeps up his old policy, and will nor let one Devil 
caſt out another. ' A league ſhall be madebetweenthe moſt 
diſcordant fins, and there ſhall: be God, or there [ſhall -be - 
none, according -as opportunity ferves,to provoke him : So 
aſſuming to himſelf a power which even Omnipoterice dif- 


claims, the reconciling Contradi&ions. And he ſucceeds it w | 


as far as his concerns reaches : for 'tho ke catinor ſolve the 
repugnancies in reaſon, yet as long as he can unite the ſins n 
mens praRice, hc has his defign; nay, has atoncethe gainand 
the ſport of fooling theſe great Pretenders to Ratiocinarion. 
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et is bottom'd on the moſt ſacred, I mean thofe profane 
raphraſes rhar-are ufually made upon the Holy Text, 
many making it-the ſubject of their cavils, and others of 
their mirth. Some do it out of the former Arheiſtical prin- 
ciple, and I cannot bur confeſs they act conſonantly ro 
themſelves in it, for 'tis bur 2 neeciul artifice for mzn to 
diſparag2 thoſe teſtimonies, which they fear may be 
brought againſt them. Bur there are others who not only 
profeſs a Gad, bur alſo own the ſacred Scriprure for -his 
word,& yer uſe it 2s courſly as the others. And theſe I con» 
feſs, are ridd'es of profanenets,that hang, as ſome have pj 
&ured Sclomon, b2tween Heaven and Hell , burrow the 
Chri;tian Faich, and the Atheifts drollery -upan it : and 
'is hard to ſay m which they are more In earneft, Ir 1s 1n- 
deed ſcandaluus to ſee, to what deſpicable utes thoſe ho'y 
Oracles ar put: | ach as ſhoald a Heathen obſerve , he 
would lircle ſuſpe& them to be own'd by us as the rule of 
our Reli91on, and could never think rhey were ever meant 
for any thing beyond a whet-ftone for wit, One tries his 
Logic pon them, and objzQs to the ſenſe: another hjs 
Rhetoric, and quarrels at the phraſe ; a third his contri» 
rance, and thinks he cou!d have.woven the parts with a 
berter contexture : never -con{tdering, that unleſs 
they could confare the Divinity of their otiginal, all theſe 
accuſarions are nothing elſe bur dire blaſpkemy,the ma» 
king God ſuch a one as themſelves, Plal. 50. 21, and chars 
gIng hun with thoſe defects which are mdeed their own. 
They want learniag or mduftry t9 ſound the depth of thoſe 
ſacred trefures, and theretore. they decry the Scrip= 
eure as mean and poor ; and to juſtify their own wiſtora, 


d{putz Gods, This 18 3s if the mole fhoukd complain the * 


Sun 1s dark, becauſe he dwells und:r ground, and ſees not 
his ſplendor. Men are 1adeed in allinftances apt to ſpeak 
111 Sr, allthings they underitand not, but 11 none morethes 
this. Their 12norance of local cuftoms,, Idioms of Lan- 
guage, and ſeveral other circumtances, renders th:m in» 
competent judges (as has bin excellentty evinced by a late 
Author.) 'T will therefor befit them, eirher'ts qualify 
themſelves bettzr, or to {pare therr Critictims, Bur y ps 

do he 
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the whole , I think I may challenge any ingenious man, to 
produce any Writing of that antiquity , whoſe phraſe and 
genious 1s ſo accommodared to ail ſuccethons of Ages, 
Stiles and wales of addrets we know grow obſolete,and are 
almoit antiquare1 as garments: and yer afrer fo lony a 
rract of time, the Scripture muſt (by confid. ring men) be 
cuntelt to ſpeak not only properly, bur often politely and 
eie-antly to the preſent age a great argument that it 1s the 
dictate of him that 1s, The ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
Heb. 13. 7. 
13. Bur beſtdes theſe more ſolemn Traducers, there are 
a lighter ludicrous ſorr of Profaners , who ute the Scrip- 
rure as they do odd ends of Plates, to furniſh our their 
Teſts ; clothe all their little 1mpertinent conceirs 11" its 
an2vage, and debale 1t by the mixture of ſuch miſcra- 
ble trifles, as themſelves would be aſhamed of, were they 
nor heighen=d and inſpirired by thac profanen=ſs. A Bible 
Fhrate ſerves them in diſcourſe as the haut-gouſt does in 
diet, to give a reliſhto the moſt jnitpid ſtuff, And were 
ir not for this Magazin2, a great many mens ralllery 
would want ſupphes : for there are divers who make 
a great noite of wir, that would be very mure if this one 
Topic were barr d them. And indeed it ſeems a racite 
con feſlion, thar they have little of their own, when they 
are fain thus to committ Sacriledg to drive on the Trade, 
Bur ſure 'ris a pitriful prerence to Ingenuity that can be 
thus kept up, there being litrlenezd of any other faculty 


but memory to be able to cap Texts. Iam ſureſuch re-. 


Petitions our of other books would be thought pedanmic 
and filly, How ridiculous would a man be, rhar fhonld a!- 
ways enterlard his diſcourſe with fragments of Horace, 
"or Virgl, or the Aphoriſins of Pyzhagoras, or Seneca ? Now 
r15 too evident, that it is not from any ſpeculative eſteem 
of ſacred Writ, that 1t1s fo ofcen quoted : and why ſhould 
x: then be thonghr a ſpecimen of wit to do it there, when 
*tis foky in ocher inſtances ? The truth is, 'ris ſo much the 
reſerve of thoſe who can give no better teitimony of their 
parts, that methinks upon that very ſcore it ſhould be g1- 
ven over by thoſe that can. And ſure were it pofhible for 


any thing that is ſo bad ro grow -unfaſhionable, the 
world 
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world has 'had enough of this to becloijed with it: but 
how fond ſozver men are of this divertifement, twill ſnal> 
ly prove thar tre» Solomon Tpeaks of, which ends in heavi= , 
ze ſs, Prov. 14. 13. for certainly whether we eftimate it 
according to human or divine meſures , 1t muſt bea high 
provocation of G-d. 

14, Let any of us bur put the caſe in our own perſons ; 
ſuppoſe we had written to a friend, to advertiſe hum of 
thinzs of rh» greateſt importance to himſelf, had given 
him amole and exatt initruttions, back'd them with earneſt 
exhorcations and conjurmgs not to neglett his own con» 


cern ; and laitlI;, enforced al with the moſt moving ex- 


preffions of kindneſs and tenderneſs tohim : ſuppoſe, 
{1v, that afterall this, the next news we ſhould hear of 
rhat 1-rter, wore to have it put in dogore] rime,to Þ2 made 
ſport for the ravble, or at the beſt have the moſt eminent 
phraſes ofit prickr our and made a common by-word : I 
would fain know how many of us would reſent ſuch a 
mixeure of ingratituds and conrumely. 1 think I need 
m2ke no minute app'ication. The whole deſign of th 
Bibl- do's ſuaently anſwer, n1y oargo the firſt part 0 
the parallel, and Ged knows our vileulage of it do's too 
mich (1 fear too Jirerally) adapt the latrer, And if we. 
thins the affront ton baſe fer one of us, can we believe 
God willtake it in good part ? Thar were to make him 
not on!y more ſtupid then any man, but as mach fo as the 
heathen Idols, that have eyzs and ſee nct, Plalm 115. 53. 
And ”ris ſure, the higheſt madn2ſs in the warld, for any 
man beli-ves thatthere is a God, ro imagine ke will finally 
fit down by full afa ge, | 
15, Burif we wersh it in the ſcale of reli9zon ; the crime 


- will yet appear m-re heinous. Mzre natural piety has 


taughr ment receiv? rhe Reſponſes of their Gods with all 
poſable yenz2rition, What applications had the Delphit 
Oracle from a)! parts, and from all ranks of men ? What 
confidence had they in 1ts prediction, and what obedience 
did th2y pay to 1:8 advice? If we look next into the Mos 
ſaica] Ozconomy, we ſpall ſez with what Ct2adful Solerani- 
ties that Law was promulged,what an awful reverence was 
paid to the Moant whence at ifſucd, how it was fenced from 
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any rude intruftons either of Men or Beafts : and after it 
written m Tables, all the whole equipage of the Taber- 
nacle, was deſigned only for its more decent Repoſitory, 
the Ari 1t felf receiviug 1ts value cnly from what it had in 
cult ody. Yea fuch a hallowing 1 fluence had it, as trans- 
faſed a relative {anctiry even tothe meanreſt Utenfils, none 
of which were after to be put to common uſes : rhe very 
Perfume was (o pecuiiar and facred , thar it was a capital 
crime? toimicate the compoittion, Afterwards, when more 
of the Divine Revelations were committed to Writing, the 
Jews were fuch {crupulous reverers of it, that twas rhe bu- 
smeſ[s of the Maforites , ro number not only the Sections 
and Lines, but evcn the words and letters of the Oid Te- 
tiament, thar by that exact calcularion th2y m12ht the ber- 
ter C-cur2 it from any furrepritious practices, 

19. And {ure the n-2w Teſtament 18 nor of Jeſs concern 
then the O'd: nay the Apoltle aflerrs it to be of far greater, 
and which we fhall be more accountable for, Fer if the word 
(poben by 4ngels were ſiedfaſt, and every tranſgrefion and diſobe- 
dience ruceived a juſt recompence, how ſhall we eſcape if we neglef 
ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpohen to w þ; the 
Lerd, and was Confirmed unto 5 by them that heard kim? Heb, 
2. 23. And it 1s i another place the inference of the ſame 
Apoltie,from the excellency of rhe Goſpel above the Law, 
that we ſhould ſerve God accegtably with reverence and godly 
fear, Heb. 12. 28. And certainly *ris but an i!] eflay of that 
reverence and 2odly fear,to uſe chat very Goſpel ſo 1rreve- 
rently and unvodly as men now do. If we paſs from the 
Apoſtolick ro the next ſncceeding ages of the Church, we 
find the Primitive Chriftians look'd on their B1Þles as their 
moſt-important treſure, Such was the outward reſpetts 
they paid ro them , (of which che ftanding up ar the read- 
ing of the Goſpel, ſtiilin uſe among us, isa faint memori- 
al) that tize Heathen Perſccutors made it one part of their 
examination of the Chriſtians brought to their Tribunals, 
What thoſe Books were which thoy adored whilſt they read them ? 
Such was their 1ntimate eſteem, rhat they expolcdall things 
elſe to the rapine of their Enemies, ſo they right ſecrre 
thoſe Volumes. Nor was this only a heroic piece of zeal 
in ſome, bur indifpenſably required of all: inſomuch , 

; | tar 


SEC I. BE Of Atheiſtieal Diſcourſe. 17 
that when in the heat of Perſecution, they were comman- 
dd ro deiiver up their Bibles to be burnt , the Church 
g2ve no jndulgence for thar n=cefſi-y of the times, but ex- 
horted mm rather to d-liver up their lives: and thoſe 
whoſe coara 2e failel them in the encounter, were ot only 
brinded by the infamous name of Trad:tors , but ſepara- 
red from the commimion of the Faithful , a:d nor read- 
mitted t1.] afcer many years of the ſevsrzit pznance, - 
17. I have given this bri-f carration, with a detire,chat 
th: Reader will conpire the prattice of former Tunes 
with thoſe of the prefent, and ſee what he can find either 
among Heachens, jews, or Chritians, that can at all pa- 
trontz2 our profinzniS. Ihr: was no _refp<&t thought 
ro9 mach for the falle Oraciez of a faiſer GA : 3nd yer 
w2 thiak no conmemprs too grear for thols of the rrue,T he 
Mara! Law was fo facr.l tn the Jew:, rhat no parts of its 
rem: rmmu2, thote Cremomal attencanrcs, were to be 
took'd 03 as Common : an] we whoare equz ly ob1ged by 
thac Law, lauzh at tha: by which we mult on2 day be 
judged. "The Ritual, the Preceprive, the CRE and 
al other parts of ſacred Wrir, were moſt ſedulouſly, moft: 
religiouſly guarded by them: and we look apcn them as 
a Winter nights tale, from which t9: f2rch matr2r of ſport 
and m?rriment. Laſtly, the firft Chriſtians paid 'a vener: 
tion to, nay ſacrificed their Lives to refeu2 their Bibles 
from the unworchy ufage of the Heathens, and we our. 
ſelvzs expoſe thzm to worte : they would but have ournt 


them ; we ſcornand vility them, and outyy even the Per- 


ſecutors malice wich our contemr. Theſeare miſerable 
Antithefis's ; yet this God knows 15 the caſe with too ma- 
ny. 1 wonder what new fiate of felicity hereafter rheſe 
mn have fancied to themſelves - for ſare they cannot think 
theſe rerozrade ſteps can ever bring thzm ſo much asro 
theHeathens Elyzinm, much lefs the Chriſtians Heaven, 
13, Ir will therefore concern thoſe who do not quite re- 
nounce their claim to that Heaven, to confider ſoberly, 
how inconſifent their praQtiſe 1s with thoſe hopes, A man 
my have a great Eſtate conveid to him;bur it he will mad-: 
ly burn, or childiſhly make paper Kites of his Deeds, he 
forf-its his Ticle with his Evidence: and ravgie certainly 
B 3 that 
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thardeal fo with the Conveiences of the Ecrnai Inherltance 


willnot fpeed berrer.If chey will thus daily and play with 
them, God will be as little in earneſt in the p-:ritormance, 
as they are in the reception of the. promiſes; nay he wall 
take his rurn of mocking too,and when their ſcene of march 
35 over, hiswill begin. A dreadful menace of his w2 have 


Prov. 1. 24 which deſeryez'to be {et down at large, Be- 


cauſe I hrve called, and ye refuſed, 1 firet hed out ny hand and no 
man regarded. Bit ye have ſet it nought all my counſel, and would 
none of my reproof, I al 6 will laugh at your calamity, I will mock. 
rhen your fear cometh. When your fear cometh as deſol ation, and 
your deftruftion cometh as a wiirlnind: when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upen yo, then ſhall they call upon me, but I will nct anſwer, 
they ſhall ſeRme early, but they ſhall nor find ine. Wou:d God I 
coald as well rranſeribe this Texc mito mens hearts, and 
ther2 would need no mare to fecure the whole Cannon of 
Scripture from their profana tion. - Could men bur look a 
Inttle before tham,and apprehend how mn rhe do1es of their 
diftreſs and agony,they will gaſp for thoſe comforts which 
they now turn into ridicule;they would not thus madly de- 
f-atth-mſclves, cut of their beſt and only reſerve, and with 
a pitiful conteint cait away thoſe Cordials which will then 
be the only Capporr of tharr faincing ſpirits. As for thoſe 
who deride Scripture upon Athetitxcal grounds, all I ſha!l 
fay,i,to r. fr what Io have (ail 3n the beginning of rhis 
S-ction; they hal need bz v-ry well atſured rhac foundarion 
be not ſandy: for if it bz, this reprochmns Gads Word will 
bea conitq-ro'mle n;litnon io the gutit of all their other 
hoſtility, and how jolly toever they teemar prefenc,it mly 
be when that Gaetion they are fo wil/ing ro take for gran- 
ted,is by death drawing near a dectton, ſom? of their - 
conadence will retire, and leave rhem in amized expettit1- 
on of ſomwhat, which they are ſure cannot be good for 
them, who have (oli provided tor ic. Then perhaps their 
merry vein will fail them, and not their infidelity, but 
rhe daztpaic may keep them from invocating that Power 


- they have fn long derided, *T1s certain 1t has ſo happened 


with ſome: foras Prattical, ſo Speculative wickedneſs, has 

uſually 2norner aſpect, when 1c ſtan'ls in the ſhadow of 

dearh, thea in the dazling beams of health and yigor. s 
woul 
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would therefore be witdom beforehand to draw 1t our of 
t his d2ceirfu! light, and by ſober ſerious thoughts place it 
as nzar 4s maybe in thoſe circamtances wm which *rwill 
then appear. and then fur? to hearrs that are not whotly 
pacryhed, *rwill ſeem (afer tro own a God early and upon 
choicz, then late upon compuliton. 

19. However, if thzv will not yield rhzmieives Homa- 
ers, yet the mere, pothh1!iry of rheir being m1 the wrong, 
ſhoald m-rginks perſwade them ar lea ro be civil atver- 
fari:s. A genzrous man will not pertue even a tailing 
enemy with. reviiings and reproach , much leis will a 
wile raan do it to 0n2 who is m any the leaſt prooaÞLiry 
of reven2Msg it: batag 2 rec2rved Maxun, that there 18 no-! 
greater folly, then for a min to ler his tongue betray kim 
to miſchief, Let 1: therefore in his caſe ar Jeafſt ftand nzurer 
that if by their worqs"they be nor juftinied, yer 
by their words : they miy not be cond:mned, they 
can beno looſers by ur: for at the urmoſt, 'tis but keeping 
in a little unſavory breath, which ( ſappoting no God to- 
be offended with it ) 15 yer nauſeous to all thoſe m:n who 
believe there 1s ons. To thoſe indeed who have a zeal for 
their Faith, their can bz no difcourte ſo inrollerable. fo- 
diſoblizins: ir turns converſation into s&irmiſhing, and 

erpetual diſpuces. The Egypcians were fo zzalous for: 
rh-ir brutiſh Deities, that Moſes preſumed the Ifralites fa- 
crificing of thole Bzaſt they adored, muſt needs ter them - 
in an uprore E-:od. $8, 25, And ſure thoſe who do acknows- 
ledge a Divinz Power, cannot contentedly fir by to hear 
him blaſphemed, ?Tis true, thereare ſome fo cool, thar 
they are of the ſam? mind fot Gol, that Gideons facher was - 
for Baal,Judg 6. 31. Let him plead for himſelf, they will not 
appzar 1n his defence: yer even theſe have a ſ{ecrzt conſci--. 
outneſs that they ought to do ſo, and therefore hx72 ſome 
uneaſineſs im being pur to th? Teſt fo thar 1t cannot be a 
pleaſantenter-ainment even for thew, And th<refore thoſe 
who have no fear of God to reſtrain them, ſhould methinks 
unleſs they be perfettly of the rempezr-ef tne unjuſt Julg, 
Lnke 17. 1. in reſpect of men, abit1ja from a'l ſorts of im« 
pious diſcourſe; and at leaft b2 civil, tho tkey will not be * 
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SECT-IV; 
Of Detr ation. 


_ /E have ſeeninthe Jat S:Qicn, the inſolence 
 / of the Tongue towards God; and ſure we can- 


ngt expett 1t ſhould pay more reverence to 
zen, If chere be rboſe that dare fretch their mouths againſt 
Heaven, Pial 7. 39. we are not to wonder 1f there be more 


thar will cot their arrows, even b.tter words; agaraſt the beſt: 


en Farih, Pſa/m 64. 3. I ſhall not attemr to ranſack the 
the whole quiver, by ſhewing every particular ſort of ver- 
bal mjaries which relate ro our netghbors, but rather chuſe 
ont ſo ne few which either for the extraordinarinefs of 
their gnilt, or rhe frequency of their prattice are the moſt 
eminent. I begin with Detra@ion, in wnich both thoſe qua» 
Jiries concur. for as in ſome inſtances ris one of the higheſt 
f145,fo in the general *is certainly on? of the moſt common, 

ſible. Eh1s viee( above alt 
others }ſeems to have maintained'not only its Empire, bup 
11S repucarion roo, Men ar2not yet convinced hearctly that 
it isa {1n: or if-any, not of ly deep 2 die, or fo wide an ex- 


rent as ind ed it 18, They have ifnot falſe, yer imperfe& . 


aotions of 1t, and by not knowing how far-us Circlereaches. 
do oftea like young Conjurers, ſtep beyqad the limirs of 
ther ſaicry, | 

This I am the apter to bej1eve, becauſe I ſee ſome de- 


gree of this fault cleave to thote, who have eminently cor- 


x.(:4 a!lother exorbirancies of the Toague. Many who 
would frartle ar.an Oath, whoſe ſtomachs as weil as conſct. 
ences recall ar mobſceniry, do yer flide glibly mco a De- 
rnattion: which yet merhiaks, perſons otherwiſe of ftridt 
onverfation ſhould not do frequently and havuwlly, had 


ot th2tr eaſte choughts of the gmlt ſmoothed the way to 


It - 
It may tier:tore be no unkind atemt, to try-to dif- 
entangle 
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entangle from this ſhare by diſplaying it; ſhewing the 
whole contexture of the fin, how 'tis woven with threds of 
different ſizes, yet the leait of them ftrong enough ro nooz | 
and intrap us, Andalas, if Saran ferrer us, 'tis indifferent 
to him whether it be by a cable or a hair, Nay perkaps 
the ſmailcſt fins are his greareft ſtratugems, The | 0e his 
line 1s ſpun,the leſs ſhadow it caſts,and 1s leſs apt to fright 
us from the hook: and tho there be much odds between a. 
ta:lent of leadand a grain of ſand, yer thoſe grains may be 
accumulared till they out-wetgh the railent, Irwas a good 
r-ply of Plazo's, to on2 who murmured at his reproving 
hin for a ſmall macter, Cuſtom, {aies he, is zo ſmall matter. 
And indeed ſappoting any fin were fo ſmall zs we are wil- 
ling to fancy moR; yet an indulgenc habit, even of that 
would b2 certainly rumous: that Induigence b-ing perfett- 
ly oppoſire to the love of God, which better cay confift 
with rhe indeliberate committicns of many fins, then with 
an 2:iowed perftitance inany cn, 

Bac in this matter of DetraGtion, I cannot yield that any 
13 trawl, Czv2 only comparatively wi.h ſome orher of the 
ſamz kind which is greater. for abſolutely conſ1dzred,there 
18:evenin the the very loweſt derees of it,a flu: contraditt. 
92 to che grand rule of Charity, the loving our Ne1ghbe - 
as our ſelves. & ſurelv, hit which 4t once v3vlates the ſum : 
of the whole ſecond Table of the Liv, for {0 our Saviour . 
rmdzrs it, Lube 10. 7. mutt be look'd on asno triffings. in- - 
confid:ravle guilt. To evidence this, 1 iha!l tn the, Anaro» 
mizing this fin, apply this Rale to every part of it; firſt © 
confider ir in grofs, wits entirevody, ard afcer deſcend to : 
is {ever1! limbs. . 7 

1. Detrathon-in the native importance ofthe worch, fig- - 
ni2s the withdrarwing or takeiny off from .a thing: and as : 
1: 18 aÞpiizd to the reputation, 1t: denotes - the. impairing * 
or !ef1.ning a man in:-point of fame, r:ndermng him lefs - 
valu:d reios Jy others; which 13 :the: final aim of : 
De<trachon, tho purſazd by-various means. . 

2. This ts jaitly look? onas one of the moſt inkind-de- 
f1gns on? man can have upon another, ther: being implar- - 
red in every mans nature a great tendernefs of Repurarwn - 
and to be. careleſs. of it, is lookt on. as.a mark of a degene- - 
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rous mind. On which account $97oz 11 his Laws preſumes, 
that he that will ſell his own fame, will alſo fell the pub- 
Iic intereſt, *Tis traz, many have iniproved this too far, 
blown up this native ſpark 1nto ſuch Alimes of Ambition, 
as has ſet to World in a combuttion; Such as Alerander Cx- 
far,an1 others,who ſacrificed Hecarombs ro their Fame, 
fed it up to a prodivy upon a Canibal diet, the flzſh of 
men: yer even theſe Excef{:'s ferve to evince the univerſal 
content of mankind, that Reputation 1s a valuable and de- 
firable thing, | 


3- Nor have xe only the ſuffrage of man, bur the at- 
teſtation of God himſelf, who frequently 1 Scriqture v1ves 
reitimony ro it: 4 good name is better then great riches, Prov. 
22. 1, Andagam, 4 grod name 15 better then precious ointment, 
Ecclef, 7. 1, And the more to recommend it, he propoſes 
ic as 2 reward to Piety and Vertue, as he m:naces the con- 
trary to wickedneſs, The memory of the Fujt ſhall be Bleſſed, 
bat the name of the wicked ſhall rot, Prov, 10. 7, And that we 
may not think this an invitation fitted only to the Jewiſh 
Oc conomy, the Apoſtle goes farther, and propoſes the en- 
deavar after it as a duty, hatſcever things ate of pood repcrt, 
if there be any vertae and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe 
things Ph, 4. 8. 


4. Andaccordinsly good men have 1n their eftimate 


ranked theic names the next degree ro their Sou's prefer'd - 


them before Goods or Life, Indeed is that which gives 


vs an inferior Cort of Immortality, and makes us even in , 


this world ſurvive our ſelves. This part of us alone con- 

tinues verdant in the grave, and yieldsa perfume, when 

-we are ſt:nch and rotteneſfs: th? confideration whereof has 
ſo prevailed with the more generous Heathens, that they 
'havecchearfally quitted life m_ contemplation of it, Thus 
Ephaminondas alacriouſly expired, in confidence thar he left 

behind him a perpetual memory of the Victories he had at - 
chizved for his Country, Brutus ſo courted: the: fame of 2 

Patriot,that he break thcough all rhe obſtacles of gratitude 

and humanity to.attemtit: he cheerfuJly bare the defeat 

af his attemt, in contemplation of the Glory of it; me 

endleſs 
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endlets to recount the Rortes of the Cordr!,Decir, and Curtii, 


with the train of thoſe noble Heroes,who m behalf of their 


- Countries devoted themſelves to certain death, 


5. But we need no Foreit2n Mediums to diſegver the va - 
Jue of a good name: let every man weigh it but in his own 
Scales ,retire to his Breaſt, and cherer fl:& on that 1mra- 
tience he has when his own Repute is invaded, To what 
dangers, to whar guilts does ſometimes th2 mere fancy of 
a reproach hurry men ? Ir mares them realy forfeit that 
Verrue from whence ail rrue Reputation ſprin2s ; and hke 
Eſeps Dog, loſe the ſubſtance by too greedy catching ar the 
ſhadow ; an- trrefragable proof how great a price they 
fer upon their Fame, 

6. An1 then, {ince Reaſon ſets itat ſo high a rate, an1 
Patton ata higher, we may conc]uile the vio'aring this in- 
tereit, on2 of the grearet 1yurtes 11 Human commerce ; 


fuch as is refented nog an'y ar che raſh, but the ſober ; ſo - 
p) 


that we mutt pick out on 


y blocks and ftones, rhe itapid 


and inſeniible part of man'tind, if we think we can in- - 


flift this wound withouar an afflictive ſmart. And tho the 


ower of Chriſtianity does in ſome ſo motlerate-this re- - 


entment, that none of theſe blows ſhall recoil, no degree 
of revenge be arremted ; - yet thar dovs not at a'l juſtify or 
or excuſe the inflicter. It may indeed be a uſeful trial of 


the patiznce and meeknefs of the defamed, .yet the deta- - 


mer has nor the leſs either of crim? or danger + not of 
crim®, for that-is |rather enhanced then abared by the 


goodnets of- the perſon injured 3 nor of danger, finc2 God : 


1s the more imm:diate avenger of. thoſe who attempt not - 
to be rheir own, But it ch2 injury mer nor with ths m2elr- - 


ne{s(as1n this Vindidtive! Age, 'tis manifold odds it will 


not) it then acquires an9ther accumulanve guilt, fands an> - 


{werable not only for its own poſtrive. ill, bar for ail the ac- 


cid:nral which it cauſes 1n-the ſufferer, who by this mans - 
1s robb d norouly of his repute, but his innocences!ſo,pro- - 


I 


voked to thoſe unchrittian xetnrns, which draw God alſo : 


into the ennuty, and fer him.ar once ac war with Heaven; 


and Earth. And tho as, ro' this immediate jud{ment, he : 


muſt bear his intquiry,anſwer for his im parience : yet aS 2 
all cxyal Inſurrectioas,che ring-leader is !ookt. on wich a p _ 
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ciuliar fevertity, ſo doubfleſs m this c3ſe, rhe Frft prove 
ker has by his *moriry and primognicurs 2 double por- 
392 of the guilt, and may cont=tuently exprtt of the pr-- 
tMDmnt, accering co the doom of var 52110 3 Wo beto 
tat 5111 by whom the of ence comit 5, Marth, 28. 7. 

5, Indeed there is ſuch 7 rrain of miſchicfs uſually fo!- 
Jow this iin,. thar *t13 fcarce poſhih}t rc make a full eftimate 
of 1ts MU1gtury. ?t1s one of the grand Incendiaries which: 
aliturbs rhe peace of the world , and has a great ſhare mn 
mot of irs quarrels, For could we ex3mine all the feuds 
which harras Perſons, Families, nay ſometimes Nations 
too, we ſhould find the greater part take their riſe from in- 
jurions reproachful worts, and that for one which is com- 
1a:nced upon the intuicicn of any real conſiderable inte- 
12, there ar2 many which owe their b-ing to this licentt- 
cuineſs of the Tongue. 

9. In regard therefore of irs proper gnilt, and 2! thoſe- 
remoter {ins and miſeries which enſue 1r, 'tis every man $ 
zrear concern to watch ever himſfelt. Neither 1s it leſs in- 
r2tpect both of chat nniverſa! aptneſs we kave to this fin-, 
and irs bems ſo perpetually ar hand ; that for others we 
m3 atrend occaſions and converaent ſeatons., bc the op- 
Portum.z-s of this ar2 always rzady : I can do my- 
nc1yhbor this 1njury, when I can do hzn no other, Beides: 
hs multitude of. Objeats do propornonably mwirip!y: 
Foc the pofdibilizies and incitations $5 and the obj-<ts. 
hr? ar2 as numerous,-as there are p2rſons1n the World I 
ei:her know or.have heard.of. For tho ſome ſorts of De-. 
trations ſeem confined ta thoſe to whom we bear particu- 
tar malice, yet there ace other. kinds of. it more raging, 
which fly zpdifferentiy:at a}. Laftly this fin has the aid 
almoſt of uniyerſal example , whictris an advantage bes 
yand all the others, there being ſcarce any ſo irresifable 
- insinuation as the pradtice of thaſe with whom we converſe 
*and no ſubje& of converſe ſo common as the.detaming our 
:.Neighbors, 777970 

- 19. Since thenthe path is:ſo ſlippery,1t, had not need b2 
dark top, Let us, then take inthe baſtiight we can, aud at- 
tencively view this-S1n4n-1ts.ſeveral branches-,: thar by 2 
difinQ_ diſcoyery cf the. diy:rs.. Aﬀts. and... Degrees -of 
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n, we may the better be armed againſt them all. 


SECT. Y. 


Of Lying Defamation. 


L Etraction being ( as we have already faid) the 


leſsning and impairing a man in his repute,we 
may retolve, that whar ever conduces to that 
end, is properly 2 Detriction, I ſhill begin with that 
which is mott eminenr,.th? ſpreading of Defamatory Re- 
ports. Theſe may be of ewo kinds, either falſe or try? ; 
which tho they feemto be of very different complex1ons, 
yet may ſpring from the ſame ftock, and drive ar the fare 
defizn, Let us firit coniider of the falſe, 
2. And thisadmits of various circumſtances. Somtimes' 
a man inventsa perfett falftry ofanother: Somrimes he that 
does nar invent 1r, yer reports it, tho he know it be falſe: 
and a third fort there are, who havm? not cer:ain know. 
ledy whztherit be faife or no, do yer divi'g2 it a8 an abſe. 
lute certainty, vr at teaft with fuch artificial Infanuations, 
3s may bias the hearer on that hand. The former of theſe 
is a crime of to high, fo diſengenious a nature, that tho m1 - 
ny are vr.e enough ro commit it, none are (o impudent as 
to avow lt, Even in this age of inſulting Vice, when al. 
mo{t all other wickedneſs appears bare-fac'd , this is fain: 
to ke2p on the vizard; No man will own himſelf aalſe 
accuſer : for if modety do not reſtrain hun, yet his very 
milicew1'l ; fince to confeſsxvould bz but to defeathis de. 
gn. Indeed it1s of all other fins th? molt Diabolica}, ir 
bernz a contraction of two of Satans mot effential pro- 
percies, Myticz and Lying, We know 'tis his peculiar ti-- 
tle to be rhe Accuſer of the brethren © and whenwe tranſcribe 
his copy, w2alſo atſume his nature , intit!e our ſelves toa 
de{cznt from him, 27 are of. your Futbr the Devil, Joh. 3. 44s 
We 
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We are by ir render'd a ſort of Incbys brats, the infamou 3 
Progenies of che Lying ſpiric. It 1s indeed a {in of ſo vroſs, 
fo formidable a buik , that chere n= 1s no help of Oprics 
to render it diſcernible , and therefore I need not farther 
expatriate ON It. 

3. Th2 nzxt degre? 15 not much ſhort of it ; whar it 
wants 1s rather of invention then malice : for he that will 
ſo adopt anothers lie, ſhews he wou!d willingly have bin 
its proper father. Ir does indeed ditter no more then rhe 
maker of adulterate waters, does from thevender of then 
and certaraly there cannoe be a more 12nominious Trade , 
then the being Huckiters to ſuch vile Mzrchandize .Neither 
1s the fin Ie(s then the baſeneſs : we find the Lover of a liz 
ranked in an equal form of guilt with rhe Maker, Rev. 21, 
and ſurely he muſt be preſumed to Jove it , rhat can de- 
ſcend to be che broker of it, help 1tro paſs currenc in the 
World. 

4. The third ſort of Detractors look a little more de- 
mur2ly, and with the Woman 1n the Proverbs, Chap. 30, 
wipe their mouths, and ſay they have done no wickedneſs. T hey 
do not certainly know the faltity of what chey report, and 
their 12norance maſt ſerve them as an Amulet agamft the 
guilt both of deceit and malice :- bur I fear it will donet- 
ther. For fir, perhaps they are aftetted!y ignorant : they 
are ſo willing 1t ſhould be tru2, that th2y have nor atrem- 
ted to examine it, But ſecondly, 1t does not ſuffice thar I 
do not know the falfity ; for ro make me a true {pea'cer , 
'tis neceflary I know the truch of what I affirm, Nay, If 
the thing were never ſo true, yet if I knew 1t not to b- ſo, 
its truth will not ſecure me from b21ng a Jar : and there- 
fore whoever endeavors to have that received for a cer-. 
tainty, which himſelf knows not to be fo, oftends avainit 
trath, The utmoſt that can confift with Sinceriry, 18 to 
repreſeat it to others as doubtful as 1t appears ro him. Yer 
even that how conſonant foever to trath, 1s nat to Charity, 
Even doubtful accuſations leave a ſtain behind them, aud 
ofcen prove inde}1ble injuries to the parry accuſed : how 
much more then do the more pofitive and confidenr afper- 


ſions we have hitherto ſgoken of ? Ler me ad: only this 
Concerning this laiter ſort , they are greater eg : 
C1d5.- 
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detamarory deſigns, then the very firſt contrivers. For 
thoſe upon a conſciouſneſs of their faiſneſs, ace obliged 
to praceed cautiouſly, to pick out the credulous and leat 
iferning perſons, on whom to impoſe their ti&ions, and 
dare not produce them inall companies for fear of detetti- 
on : bur theſe in con::d-nce that the untrurh ( 1f it beone) 
[tes not at rheir door, ſpeak it without any reftraint in all 
places, at all times ; and what the othersare fain to whiſ- 
per, they proclaim ; like our new Engine, which pretends 
to convey a whiſper many miles off, So thar as1n the caſe 
of Stealing *ris proverbially ſaid, that if there were no re- 
c#ivers there would be no thteves; fo m this of Slander, 
xf there were fewer ſpreaders , there wou!d be fewer for - 
gers of Libels - the manufatture woul4 be ditcouraged, if 
it had not theſe retailers to put off the wares. 

5s, Now to apply theſe practices to our rule of Duty, 
there will need no very clote mſpection to diſcern the vb- 
liquity. The moſt ſuperficial glance will evidence cheſe fe- 
veral degrees of Slauderers to do what they would not he 
wilinz toſuffter. Who among them can be content to be 
fifl; aſperfed ? Nay, ſo far are they from that, that let 
bur the ſhadow of their own calumny re fl-& on themſelves, 
ler any bur truly rell them that they have faiſly accuſed 
others, they grow raving and impatient, like a dog at a 
Looking-2laſs, fiercely combaring that Image which him- 
ſelf creates : and how ſmoothly ſoever the original Lie 
flides from rhem, the Echo of tit grates their ears. And 
indeed tisobſervable, that thoſe who make the greate{t 
havock of other mens repuration, are the moſt nicely ten- 
der of their own ; which ſets this ſin of calumny in a moft 
Diamerrical oppoſition to the evangelical Precept of /s- 
ving our neighbour as our ſelves. 

6. Thus much 1s diſcernable even in the ſurface of the - 
crime: butif we look deeper, and examine the morives, 
we (hall find the foundation well agrees to the ſuperſtru- 
&ture, they being uſually one of theſe two, Malice or In- 
tereſt, And indeed the thing ts ſo diſ-ingenuons , fo con- 
trary to the dictates of: Rumanity as well as Divinity, that 
t muſt in reverenc? to our conmon nature, preſume it 
mit be ſome very forcible impellent, that can drive 2 
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man ſo far from himſelf, The Devil here plaies: the Ar- 
tift and as the fatalletPoiſors to man are(rhey ſay )drawn 
from hnman bodies, ſo kere he extratts the vencm of oar 
Fraſcible and Concupucible part, and int dps thole ar- 
rows, which we thus ſhoot at oneenocher. 

7. *Tis needleſs to harancue {everal:y upon each, The 
World too experimentaliy knows the force of both. Malice 
is that whirlwind, which has ſhook States and Families, no 
le(s then private perſons; a paſhon ſo 1imperuous and pre. 
cipitate, that it ofren equally involves the Agent and t] e. 
Patient : a malicious man being of like violence with thoſe 
who flang in the three Children , Dan. 3. conſumed by 
thoſe flames 1nto which he cait others. As for Intere?, 'r1s 
that umverſa] Monarch to which ail other Empires are Tri- 
bataries, to which ancn ſacrifice not oniy their Conſciene 
ces and Innocence, but (what 1s uſually much dear-r )their 
Senſualizes and Vices, Thoſe whom all the Drvine(either) 
threars or promiſes, cannot per: wad? tomortity, nay but 
reftrain on? Luſt ; at Mammens beck will diſclaim many, 
_ force their inclinations to comply with their Inces 
r-\t. 

8. And whilſt this Sin of Calumny has two ſuch potent 
Abettors, we are not to wonder ar 1ts growth: as long 2s 


en are maJiciqus and deſigning , they will be-traducings : 


thoſe Cyclops's will be perpetually forgmag Thander-bolts 
a231nit which no Innocence or Vertue can be proof, And 


alas, we daily-find too great effects of their induſtry, But - 
tho thele are the forgers of the more folemn deliberate - 


Calummes , yet this ſportive Age hath- produced anothe 

fort ; there beitrg men that defame others by way of d+- 
vertiſement, invent lirtle ftor1es that, they may find rhen- 
ſelves exerciſe, and the Town talk, This if it muſt pals 
for ſport, is ſuch as Selemen deſcribes, Prove 26. 18, 19. 
As a mad man tht caſteth fire-br ans, arrows, and death, ſo vs 
he that deceiveth his neighbor. and ſait h, am net I in ſpcrt ? He 
that ſhoots an arrow 12 j-ft, may kill a man 1n earneſt ; and 
he that gives himſelf liberty ro play with his Net1zhbors 
fame, may ſoon play it away. Moſt mn have ſuch an 
aptnzſ\s.ro entertain ſin{ter opinions of others, rhat they 
greedily draw m any ſugzeſtion of that kind ; aud one 
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may as eattly pert\.a.le rhe thirsty Farth to refund the wa- 
res the has ſorke inro her veins, as them to deportte a pre» 
nec? they have once taken up. Therefore ſuch experts 
ments upon Fam?, are 4s dangerous as thar which Aeran- 
der is ſard to have made of the force of Naztha upon his 
Paze, from which he ſcarce eſcaped with Life. Theſe 
jacular ſlinders are of:en as miſchievous as thoſe of dee- 
per deſign, and have from the {Iightneſs of the temtation 
an enhancement of gmlrt. For ſur2, he that can pur ſuch an 
inter2{t of his Neighbors in balance with a little fit of 
hugzhter, ſets it at lower price then he that hopes to en- 
rich or advance himfelt by ir: and tho 1t paſs among 
ſome for a ſpecimen of Wir, yet 1t really lifts them-amons 
Selomons Fools, who make a mock at Sin, Prov. 14.9. In the 
mean time, ſince ſlander 1s a Plant that can grown all 
Soils; Since the frolick humor as well as the morofe be. 
traies tothe guilt, who can hope to eſcape This Scourge of 
the Tongue, as the Wiſe mancalls it, Ec. 26. 6. which com- 
municates with a'l? Perſons of all ranks do mutually 
aſperſe, and are aſperſed : ſo that he would not have his 
credulity abuſed, has ſearce 2 ſecurer way, then(like that 
Afﬀrologer, who made his Almanach give a tolerable ac- 
eount of the weather by 2 dire& inverſton-of rhe-com- 
mon Prognoſticators) to let-his belief ranquire counter to 
reports. Yea ſo Epidemic 18 this Difeafe grown , that 


|. even Religion (ar leaſt thoſe Parties and Factions which 


affume that name) has gota taint of it ; each Sea and 
Opmion feekinsg to repreſent his Antzgonilt as adious as 
it can: And whilſt they contend for pecalartve Truth, they 
by mutual calumnies forfeit the practice: a thing that juſt. 


ly excites the grief of good m2n, to ſee that thoſe whoa!l 


pretend to the fame Chriitianity , ſh)uld only be unam- 
mous in the violating thar Fruch and Charity it pre- 

fcribes- | 
19, And if theſe be rhe weapons of our {pirtual war- 
fare, what may wethiak of the carnal ? Howare our ſecu- 
tr animoſiries purſued, when our Speculations are thus - 
managed ? How eafily do we run down the reputation of 
any who ftandin the way either of our ſpleen or avyarice ? 4 
When 7eſephs reſ@ſure puricy had changed the ſcene of his _ 
| | Miſtrels __ 7 
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Miſtreſs's paſſion, ſhe does readily ſhift that of guilt too 
and fixes her crime upon him, Ger. 39. 14. SI wher Ziba, 
had a mind to undermine Mephiboheth in his eftace, he tra 
practices upon his fame ina falſe accuſatron, 2 Sam 165 3, 
And 3las, how familiarly do we we now ſe2- oth theſe 
ſcenes reacted? Thoſe who willnot take vice in their bo- 
ſoms, ſhall yer have it beſparter their fares. they who wwll 
not run to the ſame exceſs of riot, nauſt expect to be evil ſpoken 
of, 1 Pet. 4. 4. Nay not notonly pious men, bar Piety it 
ſelf pertakes of the ſame fare, fails uad-r the tivo-edg'd 
flind-r both of deceit and folly. . And if men cannor be 
p=rmitted quietly to enjoy their Piety , much leſs will they 
thoſe chings whereof che World hath more guft, I m-an ſe- 
cular advantages. There are ftill crimes ro be diſcovered 
in the-poſſefſers of Honors or Egares, and thzy wonderfully 
EXcCite the zeal of thoſe who wou'd ſupplant chem, What 
artifices are there to make them appear unworthy of what 
they have, that others more unworthy may fucceed them ? 
Nor are thoſeſtorms only in the upper reg1on, 1 the highe 
erranks of men ; bur if we paſs thro all degrees. we ſhall 
find the difference is rather in the value of the things, then 
in the means of purſuing them. He that pretends ro the 
meaneſt office, does ftudinuſly diſparage his comperitos, 
as he thar is rival'd fora kingdom. Nay even he that has 
but a merry humor to gratify, makes no ſcruple to do it 
with the loſs of another mans reputation. : 
11, Thus do we accomodate every petty temporal 1n- 
tereſt at the coſt of oureternal: and as an unskilful Fencer, 
whilft he is purfuing his thrut,evpoſes his body; fo whillt 
we thus aftuare our own malice, we abandon our felves to 
S3tans recieve mortal wounds from him, only that we may 
ue a few lighc ſcratches to one another, For as I have be- 
ore {aid, there is nothing do2s more ſecure his title. to 
us, then this vice of Calumny, it bearing his proper 1m- 
preſs and figure. And we may fear Chriſt will one day mike 
the Tudomenr of Perſons as he did of Coin, and award 
th:m co him whoſe Imige an1 ſupercription they bear Matth, 
22. 20. | 
12, And now how great a madneſs is it to make coltly 
O'arions to ſo vile an Idol? rhis 1s indeed the wor (hiping 
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gar own Imaginations, preferring a malicious fiftion be” 
a real felicity: and is bur faintly reſ-mbleq by him, who 
+ | js faid to have choſen to part with his Biſhoprick, rather 
3. | then burn his Romance. Alafs, are there not groſs corpo- 
ſe | ral fins enough to ruine us, bur muſt we have 2ereal ones 
0- | too, damn our ſelves with Chimera's,and by theſe forgeies 
11 | of our þrains dream cur ſelves to deftracdtion?” ; 
en 12. Let all thoſe then whothus unhappily employ theiy 
it inventive Faculty, timely conſider, how unrhriving 2 trade 
'd ris finally like ro prove; that all their falſe accuſations” of 
Ye | others will rehoandin true ones upon them ſelves. Ir does 
y | ofren ſoin this word, wher2 many time the moit clan- 
-- | deftine contrivances of rhis kind meet with dete@tion. Or 
d | if they ſhould happen to keep on the diſguife here, yer 
ly | "twill infallibly be torn off ar the great day of manif-ſta- 
at | tion when before God, Angels, and Mzn, they will be ren- 
It | der'd infinitely more vile, then *twas poſſible for them 
? | here to make others. 
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t | 1, Y Nthenext place we are to conſider of the other 
0 of the other Branch of Defamatory reports, viz, 
OX 3 ſuch as ace true: which tho they maſt be confeſt to | 
» be ofa lower forme of guilt rhen the former, yet as to the 
0 | tnd, they equally agre? im the definition of Detraftion, 
- | ſince ris poſhble to impair a mans credit by true reports as 
1 | well as by falſe, 


2. To clear this I ſhall firſt obſerve that altho every 


* | fault hath Come penal effefts which are cozranous to the a&t 


yet this of Infamy 1s not ſo: this is a more remote conſe. 


publiſhing, A man may do things which to God and tis 
own 
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| quenr: thar which Ir immediately depends upon, is the * 
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own conſcience render him abominable, and yet kp his re-fma 
Puatation with men: but when this ſtifl d crime breaks out, to \ 
when tecret guiles are detetted, then and nor till then, he | & 
becomzs infamous: fb thax alrho his tin be the Material,yer | be 
tt 15 the diſcovery that 1s the formal ciuſe of his Infamy. ,*\{ſpn 
3. This b-ing granted, it follows, that he thar divulges 
an unknown concelec fault, ftands accountable for a!l the | 
conſequences that flyw from thar divulging; but whether [cor 
accountaÞle as for guilt, muit be decermin'd by the par«;|Jav 
ticular circumſtances of the cauſe. So thar here we mult ads, fav 
mirc of an exception. for tho every diſcovery of anather8«Ma 
fault be in the ſtriit natural ſen-e of the word a D:trraRion, | wh 
yer 1t will not alwaies be the fin of Deiri&tion'{ to 
becauſe in ſome inſtances there may ſome higher obliga- }Þy 
t10n intervene, and ſuperſede that w2 ow to the fame of }: 
our neighbor ; and in thoſe caſes ir miy not oy be lawfu}, Ftiri 
but nzceAary to expoſe him. | rhe 
4. Now ail ſuch caſes{ conceive may {ummarily be re- þ, - 
duced to two heads,Juſtice & Charity, firft as to ultice:thar 
we know 1$a Fundamental Yertue,and he that ſhall violate 
that, to abound in anather is as abſurd, as he that under. 
mines the foundation to raiſe the walls, We are not to fteal _ 
to give alms and God himſelf has declared, rhat he hates 
robbery for a Burnt-offering; ſo that no pretence either of. ;Þ 
Charny or Piety can abſolve us from. the- dury we ow to: *F 
Juſtice. Now it may ofcen fall out, that by concealing ons 
mans fault, I may be injurious to another, nay ro a whole 
community . and then I afſume the guilt Iconcele , and by FI; 
the Laws both of God and Manam judged an acceflory. _ 'F ce 
5. And as Jufticero others enforces, ſo ſomtimes Juſtice | re 
to.2 maris ſelf allows th: publiſhing of a faule, when a | ar 
conliderable Intereſt <ither of Fame or Fortune cannot 0- 
therwiſe be reſcaed. But ro make loud out-eries of 1Njury, * | -as 
when they rend nothing to the repreſs of 1t, is a liberty | ol 
rather aſſumal by rage and imparience, then authorized by *} cl 
Juſtice. Nay often in that caſe the complainer is the moſt 
wjurions perſon; for he inflicts more then he ſuffers, and in fa 
lieu of Com? trivial right of bis which 18 invaded. he al- a] 
ſ2ults the other in a nearer incereft, by wounding him in ' Fm 


his good Name; bur if the cauſe be canſtderable and the | 
manner *F. 
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re-Fmanner regular, there jies ſure no obligation upon any man 
ut, to wrong himſelf, to. indulge to another, | 
he | 6, Neicher does Charity retrench this liberty: for tho ir 
7er | be one act of Charity to concele another mans faults, yer 
 .\ſpmrimes it may be inconſiſtent with ſome more impor- 
7s: ftant, Charity, which I owe to a third perſon , or perhaps 
he ltoa mulcicude; as in thoſe caſes wherein public benefit is 
er {concern'd. If this were uot allowable, ng Hiitory could 
Is [lawfully be written fince 1t true, 1t cannot bart recount the 
di, fau'lrs of many: no evidence could be brought m againſt a 
raMalefactor: and indeed, a!l Diſcipline would be ſubverted; 
n, | which would be fo great a miſchief}, that Charity obliges 
on { to prevent it, what Defamarion ſoever fall] upon the gmlty 
A- }.Þy it, For in ſuch inſtances ?r1s a true rule, that Mercy to 
[the evil proves cruelty to the innocent, And as 1n a Compe. 
1}, Ftition of miſchiefs we are ro chuſe the leaft,fo of rwo goods 
| the greateſt, and the more extenfive 1s the moſt eltzible, 


8ECT. V. 
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e- | - 7, Nay, even that Charity which reflects upon my ſelf, 
ar [may alſo ſomtimes ſuperſede that to my Neighbor, rye 
te |ruteobliging me to love him as , not better then my ſelf, 
r= [4 need notſurefilently affent to my own unmu(t Dcefamarion 
11 {| for fear of proving another a falſe accuſer, nor ſuffer my 


ſelf to be madea begger, to concele another mans being 2 
fF<ÞThief. Tis true, in a great inequality of intereſts, Charity 
0-4 whoſe Charadtter it 1s, Net 7o ſeek her own, 1. Cor. 13.5. ) 
® | wiltpromr me to prefer a greater concern ofmy Neighbors 
e | before a flighr one of my own: bartin equal circumitances, 
y | Iam ſure atliberty to be kind firft ro my ſelf. If 1 will re- 
_ "Fceedeevenfrom that, I may; but thats then ta be accoun- 
e | redamong the Heroic fhghts of Charity, nor ner binding 
and indiſpenſible Laws. 

- 6, Having now ſerthe boundaries, the ex-eprted caſes ; 
» © {as all inftances within them will be legitimared, fo all with; 
7 | out them will( by the known rule of Fxceptions ) be pre- 
7 '\ cluded, and fall under that general duty we owe to our 
; *Þ Neighbor, of tendring his credit: an Obligarion ſo univer- 


Lalwaies happen withinthe accepred caſes, When tis re- 
 membred how una@iv2 the Principles of Juſtice and Cha. 
* {rity arenow grown in the World, we muſt certainly in 


pure 


ſally infringed, tha 'ris not imaginable the breach ſhould - 
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- paiſfion look'd on thro his Optics, appears 2 mountainous: ' 
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pute ſuch inceflinr Effe&s, to formz more vigorous Canes: 


of which it may mot b2amiſs to point out ſome of the 
moſt oby1ous, and leave every man to examine which of 
them he finds moit opperacive 1n himſelf, 

9. IN the firit place, I may reckon Pride, a humor wilch 
as 1 is alwaies mounting, ſo it will make ute of any foor- 
{ol rowart3 1rs rife, Amin who affedts 3n extraordinary 


{plendorof Reputation, 1s glad to find any foils to ſer him | 
off: and therefore wil let no faulc nor folly of anothers en» 
joy the ſhade, bur brings it intorhe open light, rhat by that | 
compariſon his own Excellences m1y appear the brighter, | 
I dare appea! tothe breait of any proud man, whe. her he | 


dy not upon ſuch occaſtons, delight to make tome Phart- 
{aical refl2&ions on himſelf wherher he b2 not apt to ſay, 
I am act like other men, or asthis publican Luke 18,tho proba. 
bly he leave out the Ged | thank thee, Nonw he thar cheriſhes 

ſach reſentments as theſe m himſelf, will doubclets be wil. 

Jing to propagate them to other men; and to chat end ren- 

der the blemiſhes of orhers as vifibleas he can. Bur this be. 

fraies a degenerons {pirit, which from a con{ctouine(s thar 

he wants ſo!1d worth, on which ro barrom a reputation, 1s 
fain to found it on the ruines of other mens. The true Di- 

amond ſparkles even 1n the Sun-ſhime:*t1s but a glow-worm 

virtue, that ows 1ts loftre to the darknz\s about 1t. 

10, Another promege to Detraction 1s Envy, which ſom- 
times 15 particular, fomrimes general. He that has a pique 
to another, would have him as hateful ro a man-kind as he 
15 to him; and therefore as he grieves and repinzs at any. 
rhing that may advance his eſtimation, Co he examirs and 
triumphs when any<bing occurs which may deprefs it, and 
15 uſuaily very induſtrious to 1mprove the opportunity,: 
nay has a ftrange ſagaciry 1n hunting it our, No vulrur does 
more quickly {cent a carcatls, then an envious perton does 


thoſe dead flies which corrupt his Neighbors ointment, Ec- | 


cleſiaſt. 10. 1. the vapor whereof his hate, Ike a ftrong. 
wind, ſcatters and diſperſes far and near. Nor needs he 
any great crim2 to practice on: every little infirmity or 


guilr, He can improve the lealt fpeck or freckle into a Le- 


proſy, which ſhall oyerſpread the whole man: and a cloud 
| : no 
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| no bigger then «mans band, like that of Eliſha, I, Kings IS. 


44. may 19 an inſtaar, wich the help of prejudice, grow to 
the utter darkning of the brighte(t repurtarion, and fill the 
whole Horizion wich tempeit and horcor. Somtimes this 
envy 13 genzral,not confin'd :9 any man perſons, bur dif- 
fuſed to the whole nature, Some rempers there are ſo ma - 
lizn, that thzy with 1 toa!), ard believe 1 of all ; like 
Timon th2 Athenian, Who profeit himſelfa univerſal Man- 
hater. He whoſ? guilty Conſci:nce refl& diſmal Images 
of himſelf, is willing to put the ſam? ugly, ſhape upon che 
whole Nature, and to conclude that al} men are the ſame, 
were they bur cloſely inſpedted. And therefore when he 
can ſee but theleaſt glimmering of a faulr. in any, hetakes 
ir 2$a proof of his Hypochefis,and with an envious joy cais 
in a5 miny ſpettatorsas he can. 'Tis certain there are ſome 
in whoſe ears nothing toands fo harih 3s the comm ndati- 
on of another: as on the contrary, nothing is ſo melodious 
asa Defamation. Plytarch gives an apr inftance of rhis up- 
on Ariflide's baniſhmenr, whom when a mean Perſon had 
propos d to Oftraciſm,being askt what dilpleſure,4riſtides 
lad don him, he replied, None, neither do 1 know hith, but it” 
geieves me to hear every body call bim a juſt man. I fear fome of 
our keeneft accuſers now adaics may give the ſame anſwer 

No man that 1seminent for Piety ( or indeed but moral 
Vertue ) but he ſhall have many inidious ejes upon him, 
watching for bis halting: and if any the leaſt obliquury can be 
eſpied, he is uſed worlſe then the vilelt Malefattor: tor ſuch, 
are tried bur at one bar,and know the utmoſt of their doom 
bur theſe are arraigned at every Table in every Tavern.. 
And at fuch variety of Judicarures, rhere will be as great. 
variety of Sentences; only they commonly concur in this 

one, that he 1s an Hypocrite: and then what complacency 

what triumph have they 1n ſuch a diſcovery; there is not 

half ſo much Epicuriſn in any of their moſt ſtadied lus. 

ur1es,no ſpeQtacle affords them ſo much pleſure,as a bleed- 

ing fame thus lying at their meercy, . ie 

11. Another ſort of Detrattiors there are,whoſe deſigns 


- | are not ſo black, bur are equally mean and ſordid, , much. 


too light to be pur in balance with a Neighbors credit. OF, 
thoſe ſome will pick up all the little ſtories they can gtt;to 
humor 
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humor # Patronan artifice well known by thoſe Trencher. | 


gueſts, who like Rats ftill haunt the beſt geo 
Theſe men do almoſt come up to a literal ſenſe of whit 


the Pſalmiſt ſpoke in a hgurative, Plaim 14. and eat np | 


people for bread, tcar and worry men in their good names 
that themſelves may eat.It was a Curſe denounced azamft 
Eli's efispring, that they ſhould come and crouch fer a morſ*! of 
bread, 1 Sam. 2. 39: But ſuch men court this as a prefer. 
ment, and to bring themſelves within the reach of it, .ftick 
not to aſſume that vilelt office of common Deiators. There 
are others, who when they have got the knowled2 of a» 
nother-mins fault, think iran endearing thing to whiſper 
in the ear of ſome Friend or Confident, Bur ſure, if they 
muſt needs ſacri:ce ſome ſecret to their Friendp, they 


ſhould rake Davids rule, and rot of er that which coſt them no» 


thing. If they will expreſs rheir confidence,!er them acquaint 
them with their own private crimes. Thar indeed wou'd 
ſew ſomthing of rats but thoſe expcriments upen anio- 
ther mans coft will hardly convince any conſidering per- 
fon of their kindneſs. 

12, There ftill remains a yer mor? trifling ſort of Defa- 
mers, who have no-deliberate detign which they perſue in 
it, yet are 2s afliduous ar the Trade as the deeper contri- 
vers. Such are thoſe who publiſh their Neighbors failings 
as they rea1 Gazets, only that they may be telling news ; 
an Itch wherewlth Tome Peoples tongues are ſtranvely 0- 
ver- run, who can as well hold a glowing Coal in their 


mouths, as keep any thing they think new; nay will ſom-. 


rimesrun themſelves out of breath,for fear leaſt any ſhould 
ſerve them as Ab:maaz did Cuſhi, 2 Sam. 18. 23. and.tell the 
rate before them. This is one of the moſt Childiſh Vani- 
ties imaginavle: and ſare men muſt have Souls of a very 
low level,that can think it a commenſurate entertainment. 
Others there are who uſe Defamatory diſcourſe neither 
for the love of News, nor Defamation, bat purely for love 


of talk: whoſe ſpeech, like a flowing current. bears 


away. . indiſcriminately whatever lies 1n its way. 


And indeed ſuch inceflant Talkers, are uſually people, not 
C 


of depth enough to ſupply themſelyes out of their own 
ſtorc; and therefore can let no forcign acccfhon paſs by 
; | them 


| 
| 
[ 
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them, no more then the Mill which s alwates going, ca 
affor1 any Waczrs ro run wait. I know we uſe to cail this 
Talkativen-{s a Femmin= vice;bur to ſpeak impartiatly y 
I rhink, tho we have given them the 1inclotur2 of che Scan- 
da', they have not oth fzulr, and he rhat (h4!l appropri- 
ar? L,oquacity ro Women, may p-rhaps ſomcimes need to 
li2zht Diogenes's Candle'to ſfezk a man. for 'tis pothole to 
com? into maſcu'mes company, where *rw1ll be as hard t9 
eds in 1 word, as ata F2maleGofhping. However, as to this 
pzraculir- of Defaminsg bech rhe S2xes ſeem ro beat avie 
and I think he were a very Cricical Judg thac could deter 
min be.ween them; 

13. Nowlet theſe 7atzy ſort of Defimers ſhould be apt 
to abſolve themſelves, as men of harmleſs intentions, T 
ſhall detice rhem to colder, rhat they are only more 1m- 
perin2n*, not leſs 1njurious, For tho it be granced, that the 


 provd and env1ons ar2 to inakea diftinit account for their 


pride and eavy yet as far as relates to the Neighbor, they 
are equiily milchlevous. A4nacreon that was Choaked with & 
'Grape-iton, dizd as iurety as Julras Cefar with his three 


and rwenty wounds; and a mans reputation may be as 


w-li fool'dand pratied away, as malicioufly betraied.Nay 


erhaps morecallly; for where the ſpeaker can leaft be 
uſpected of deingn, the hearer1s apter to give hiin credit : 
this way of ;nfinuating by familiar diſcourſe, being like 
thoſe Poiſoris thar are taken in at rhe pores, which are the 
moſt inſenfible ſacked in and the moſt impoflible to expeh. 
14. Bit wene=dnot ditpuce which is wort, fince- ,riscer- 
tam a'l are bad, nan2 of chem ( or iny that hold proportt- 
on with them ) bzing at allable ro pretend their warrant 
etrher from Juſtice or Charity. And then whar our Saviour 
ſaies in another caſe, will be appliable ro this, He that is 
wot for us 18 a8ainff us Math. 12.39, Hethat 1s publiſhing our 
Neighbors finles, ats not upon the liftates of ;jutice of 
Chartty, acts dirzaly in contradiction to thera. for where 
they do nat 1pott- ſom? particular rſpedts command, they 
do implicitly, ard genr2aU forbid allfuch diſcoveries, 
15. Fortiirit, i a faule divulged bz of a light nacuce, the 
offenor cannot thereby m2riclomuch a3ro bemide pre 
lic Ditcourſs, Fame is renier thing and ſeidom v3 mY 
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- mentally found the truth of this. How many-perſons tave 
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and banrlted without receiving ſome bruiſe, if not a crack 
for reports w2 know, like ſnowballs gath-r ſtill, rhe far- 
th-r they roul: and whenT have once handed it to anoth r 
how know I how he may unprove 1t? and if hz diliver it {© 
2dvanced ra third, he may give his contribu 1on alſo to it 
and ſo ina tucceſhve trmſmitcing ic miy grow to ſuch 2 
mon trigus bulk, as bearsno proportion to irs Original, He 
mutt be a creat [tranger to the World, that has not expert. 


laid nader great and heavy ſcandals, which have raken 
their firft rite only from ſome inadvertence or indifcreti- 
on? of ſo quick a growth is Siander, that the leatt grain, 
Tike thar of MaRard-ſeed, mcacioned Math. 13. 32. Imme- 


diately ſhoots up 1nto a Tree, And when 1:15 fo, 1: can no 


more be reduced back into its ffrft cauſe, rhen a Tree can 
ſh:nk mr that little ſeed from whence 1t firit tpranz. No 
ruins areſo irreparable as thoſe of repnation: and therefore 
he that pulls our but one ſtone tow. rs the breach, may do - 
a greater miſchief then p-rhaps he intends; and a greater 
injnſtice too for by how wuch the more ftridtly juſtice 
obliges to repiration in caſe of injuri2s don2, (ſo much rhe 
more ſeverely does 1t prohibit the doing thoſe myuries which 


are uncava4Þle of being reparcd, In the Levirical Law, he | _ 


rhat knew his Ox was apt to gor2, and yer keep him.nor 
up,itood reſponiible for any miſchiz\ſhe hapned ro do, Exod 
21, 29, Irhink there 1s no confidermg man can be 1gn0- 
rant how apt little trival accuſations are to tear and mangle 
ones Fam?: and yet if the laviſh Ta}ker reſtrain rhem. not, 
h2 certainty ſt:1nds accountable to God, his Neighbor, and- 
his own Conſcience, for all the danger they procure. _ 
16, But ifthe report concern ſome higher and enormous 
Crime, *t13 true, the delinqueat may deſerve the leſs piety 


yer poriaps the reporter may not deſerve the leſs blame | 
l 


for often fuch a difcovery ſerves, not to reclaim, but ro 
enrigethe Offender , and precipitate him into farther de ' 
gres of 111, Modeſty and ſear of thame, is one. of thoſe na- 
rural reſtraints, which the Wiſdom of Gol has put upon . 
mankind, and he that once ſtumbles, may yerby a check of 
that bridle recover again: but when by a public deteCtion 
he is fallen uader that infamy he fear'd, he will then be apt 
| ro 


4 


e 


— 
ro diſcard all canrion, and to think he ows himſelf rhe ut- 
mot pleſures of his vice, as the price of his reputation» 
Nay p-ri2ps he advances farther, and ſers up for a' revert 
ſorc of Fame, by beiag eminently wicke1. and he who be- 
fore was bar a clandeitine Diſciple becomes a Dottor of 
Impizty. And ſure 1t were better to let 2 conc2led crim? 
rem3in in is with'd obſcurity,then by thus rouziag liriro:n 
irs covert, brinz it to ſtand ar bay, and ſer it ſelf in this 
oPen dehance; eſpecnily in this dangerous aze, when 
vice has to many welk-willers, that, like a hoping - party 
they eagerly run into any that will head them. 

17. And chis brings in a third Confideranon relating to 
the puÞ'ic, to which the divulging of privare ( eipecially 
if they b2 novel unuſual) Crim-s, does but an 11 pizce of 
ſervice. Vice 18 conta9102s, and cafts peſtilential vapors: 
and as he thar ſhonld ring out a Plagne-fick perſon, «to in- 
form the World of his diteafe, would be thought nor to 
have mach befrind.d his Nezzhborhood; fo h> thar Gif. 
P'aie3 thele vicious Ulcers, whiltt he fezks t5 detam? one, 
may p?rhaps infect miny.We too expcrimenrally find the 
force of 11] Examp'es, Men often take up fins, to which 
they have no natural propenfion, merely by way of con- 
formity & unirarion.But if-the initance happen in a-crime, 
which more {mts the practice of rhz hexrers, tho it cannor 
be {21d to ſeduce, yer it may encourage and confirm them; 
emboiden tizem not ouly themore frequently ro af, bur 
even to avow thoſe tins wherein rh:y fin4 they ſtand not 
finzle, and by di{coverinz a new accetiary to rheir partyy 
10 1nvite them the mor? heartily aaculy to eſpoule It, 

13, Theſe are ſuch effects as ſarely donot very well cor 
re{pnd wich that Juſtice and Charity we owe eiihcr to 
parricular perſons, or to mankind if general, And inde? 
ng betcer can be expected, from a praQtice which fo pet 
f.&t.y contradicts the grand rule both of Juſtice and Chari- 
ty, the doing as we would b2 don to, That this does th, - 
every man has a ready convictonwithm him, if he pleaſe. | 
but ro conult his own hcart. Alas with what ſolicitude do, 


we ſeek to hide our own guiles with falſe dreflos, whar 
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.guifmz our Corporal blemiſhes, then-our Moral; and yet 
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whilt we thus paint and parget our own deformities, we 
Cannot a:'ow any the the tea ſt imperfe@ion of anothers to 
reman undetected, bur rear of the veil from their bluſhing 
fcai/ties, and not only expoſe bur proclaim them. And can 
there be a grofler, a more deteſt3ble partialiry then this ? 
God may ſure im this initauce (as in manyothers) expoſtu- 
lace with us as he did with 1ſr2el,Ezek.3 3. Are net your waies 
unequal ? What Barbariſm, what Inhumanity 1s it thus to 
treat thoſe of the ame common narur2 with our ſelves 
whom ve cannot but know have the ſame coucern to pre- 
lerve a Keputation, and the ſame regret to loſe it, 
which we have ? And what ſhame 1s it , that that , 
Evangeiical Precept of doing as we wou!ld be don co,which 
met wich ſo much reverence even from Heathens,thar Seve- 
7 ws the Emperor prefer'd it toa!] the Maxims of Philoſo- 
piers; ſhould be thus conteraned and violared by Chrifti- 
ans, and thar too, upon fuch ſlight inconiiderable morives, 
as utuaily prevail in this caſ2 of Defamation ? 

1. But we are not to conlider this fault only in its root, 
as 1t 1s 2 defect of Juſtice and Charity, but in irs product 
roo, as it 18 a Seminary of more Injuftice and Uncharitable- 
nets.Thoſe difadvantageous reports we make of our ne1gh- 
bors, arza!molſt ſeen to come round: for let no man per- 
{wade himfeif, that the hearers will ke-p his counſel an 
betrer then he does that of the defamed perſon. The ſof- 
teit whifper of this kind will find others ro Echo it, till it 
reach the ears of the concerned Party, and perhaps with 


ſoine cnhancing circumſtances too. And when *ris conſtder-' 


ed how unwiiling men ace to hear of their faults, tho even 
in the mildeft and moſt charitable way of admonition, *tis 
No: to bz doubred apublic Defamarion, will ſeem diſob'ig 
Ing enough to provoke a return:which again begetsarejoin- 
d-r& ſo the quarrel1s carried on with mutal recriminations 
allmalicious inquirizs are made into each others manners, 
and thoſe things which perhaps they did in cloſers, com? 
ro bz practamed upon the houſe top: ſo the wile-fire runs 
round, till ſome times nothing bur Blood will quench it; or 
if it arrive.not to that, yet it uſually fixes 1n air 1nreconc}- 
lable feud. To this is often owing theſe diſtances we ſee 
among Fii:nds and Relations; th.5 breeds ſuch ftrarge - 
, he 
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ſuch animoftries among Neighbors, that you cannot go to 
one, but you ſhall be enrercain'd with invettives againit the 
other: nay perhaps you-ſhall loſe both,becaute you are wil. 
Ing to de with neither. | 

20. Thz1> are ufurlconſeguencs ofthelberty ofcheTongue 
and what account can any man giveto himſcif, either mn 
Chriitiamty or Prudence,thart has letin ſuch arrain of 
miſchiefs,mzrely to gratifv an impotent childiſhzumor of 
teliing a tale?P. ace was th? greatLegacy Chriit letr to his 
followzrs, 2nd ought to be gaarded, tho we expoſe or it 
our greate:t Temporal Concerus, but carat without des: 
ſp1yhc to h1in, as well as our brethren, berhus proſtitutea, 

21, Yeraf we confider it abfrattedly from thoſe more 

ſolemn miſchiefs which attend it , the mere levity and un- 
worthineſs of ir fets it below an ingenuvus Perſon. We 
generally thiak a tarler and baſy-body a title of no ſmall 
reproach : yet truly I know not to whom 1t more juſtly 
belongs, then to thoſe, who buſy themſelves firit 10 learn- 
ing ad then in publiſhing the faults of others : an em-- 
ploiment which the Apoſtle thought a blot, even upon the 
weaker ſex, and thinks the prevention of ſuch importance, - 
that he preſcribes them to change their whole condition 
of life : to convert widow-hood (tho a ſtate which in other 
reſpects he much yrs, 1 Cor. 7.8.) into marriage.rather 
then expoſe themſelves to the temration, 1 7im. 5. 13, 14. 
And if their impotence cannot afford excuſe for it, whar 
a debaſement is it of mens nobler Faculties to be thus en- 
tertained ? The Hiſtorian gives it as an 1l] indicacion of 
Domitians temper , that he emplord himſelf in caeching 
3nd tormenting Flies; and ſure they fall nor under a much 
better CharaQter, eicher for Wiſdom, or good Nature,who 


3. . 


thus ſnatch up all the litrle fHutrering _ they can : 


meet with to rhe prejudice of their Netgh ors. 

22, But beſides thedivulging the faults of others, there 
1s another branch of Derra&ion naturally ſpringing from - 
this root, and this is cenſuring and ſevere Judging of them. : 
We think not we have well plaid the Hiſtorians, when we 
have told the thing, unleſs we add alſo our Remarke, and 
Animadverſions on it. Andaltho 'tis, God knows, bad e- 
nough to make a naked relation, and truſt it to the ſeyeri- - 
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ty of the hearers ; yet few can content themſelves with 
thar, but muſt give them a ſample of rigor, and by the 
bittzrne(s of their own cenſure invire them to paſs the 
like: a Proceſs contrary toall rules of Law or Equity, for 
the Plantiff ro aſſume the part of a Judg. And we may 
cafily divine the fate of thar mans fame, that 1s fo undy- 
ly tried, | 

23. *'Tis indeed ſad to fee how many private Tribunals 
are every where {et up,where we ſcan and judg vur Netgh. 
bors a&zon, but ſcarce ever acquit any: We take up With 
the moſt incomperent Witneffes, nay of;en fuborn ovr own 
{nrmiſes and jzalouttes , that we may be ſure to caſt the 

unhappy Criminal, How nicely «nd ſcrupulouſly do we 
e:amme Every Circunmitance ; would God we were but 
-a't as exat in our own Penirentital 10quilitions) and tor- 
tireirro make 1 confets ferrhmg which appears not in 
the tore general view of theſatd, and which perhaps ne- 
v-r was 1n the atters intention? ina word , we do like 
witches with cheir Magical Chynuſtry, extract all the ve- 
gm, and rake none of the aliay, By this means we con- 
iound rhe degreesof fins, and ſentence deliberare and in- 
deliberate, an habit or an at a!l ar one rate, rhat 1s com- 
monly , ar rhe utmoſt 1t can amount to , even in its worſe 
acceprion , and ſure rhis were a moſt culpable corruption 
in jadgm-nr, could we ſh: our commiſfiion to judg our 
brethren. 
24, Bar here we m1y-every one of us interrogate our 
{2ives 1n our S3v1ours words , 1/he made me 4 Fudd: Luke 
12. 14, And it hediſclzim'd it, who 1n reſpect of his D1- 
vinity had the Supreme right,and thar too mn a caſe where- 
in on= (at leaſt) of the Litigants had defired his interpoſi- 
tion, whata boldneſs is it in us to afſume ir, where no ſuch 
2ppeal is made to us, bur on the contrary, rhe party dif- 
03wns ourAutority ?Nay(which 1s infinitly morey:15 ſuper- 
{eded by our great Law-giver, in that exprefs prohibitt- 
on, Matth: 7. 1, Fudg net and that back'd with a fevere 
penalty, that ye be nt judged ? As Goll hath appropratedl 
Vengeance to himſelf, 1o has he Judicarurealto ; and t1s 
An invaſion of ' his peculiar, for any (but his delegates, the 

lawful M aziſtrates) to. pretend.to c1rher, And indeed, 
| 0. 
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aj] private jad zment, ſo much depends upon the 1ntention 
of th? Offender , that unleſs we could poſſeſs our ſelves of 
Gods omnilci-nce, twill be as irrational as impious to af- 

ſum> his Autoriry, Untrl we kuow mens hearts, we are-at 

the b2it bur imperfect JaCges of rheir ations. At Our rate 

of jud2ins, St. Paul had ſurely patſs'd for a moft malicious 

Perſecutor, whereas God ſaw he did 1gnorantly in unbelief,. 
and 1 poi) that intuition had mercy an him, 111M: 1. 13. "Ts 

therefore good counſel which the Apoſtle gives, 1 Cor. 4.. 
5, Judg nothing before the time untill the Lord come. For tho 

tis 1314; The Sasrts ſhall judg the World, 1 Cor. 6. 3, yet it 

muit be at the grzar Afſize, and he that wi'l needs intrude 

himſ-1ſ 1nto the office before the time, will be in danger to 
be rather paſhve then active i _th2 Judicatory. I do nor 

here adviſe to ſuch a ſtupid charity as ſhall make no di- 

ſtin&ion of Attions. I know there 18 a woe pronounced as 

well to thoſe who call evil gaod, as good evil. Surely when 

weſee an open notorious fin commited, we may expreſs a 

deteſtation of the Crime, tho not of the Aﬀor ; nay 1t may 

ſomrimes be a neceflary Charity, both to the Offender, & 

to the innocent Spetators as an Amulet-to keep them from. 
theContagion of the Example, Burt ſtill even 1n theſe caſes, 

our S2ntence mult nor-exceed the evidence, we muſt judg 

only according to the viable undoubted circumftances , 

and not aggravate the crime upon preſumptions and 

conjectures; 1 wedo, how right ſoever our gueſſes may be, 
our jadgment 1s not, but we are as Suunt James ſpeaks , 

Judges of evil thoughts Chap. 2. 4. 

25. Indeed this raſh judging is not only very unjuſt both - 
to God and man , bur its an a&t of the greateſt pride. 
When ve ſet our ſelves in rhe Tribunal , we always look 
down with content on thoſe at the Bar, And ceratinly 
there 1s nothing does ſo gratify , ſo regal a haughty hu- 
mor, as this piece of uſurpt Soverainty over our Brethren: 
but the more 1t does ſo, the greater neceffiry there is t9 ab- 
ſtain from it. Pride is a hardy kin d of vice, that will live 
upon the bareſt paſtare: you caunor ſtarve it with the 
molt induſtrious mortifications : how little need is there 
then of pampering and heightning it, which we cannot 
more effettually do, then'by this cenſorious humor ? for 
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by that we are ſo perperually empioi'd abroad, that we 
tave no lerfure to look homeward,and ſee our own defi ts, 
We are hke the inhahitanrs of 47, Jof. 8. ſo eager wpon 
the purſmr of others, that we leave our ſelves expos'd to. 
the ambuſhes of Satan, who will be ſure ſtill to encouraze 
us 111 our Chaſe, drary us ſtill farther and farther from our 
{>]ves, and caresnot how zealous we are in fighting againſt 
the crunes of others, ſo he can, but keep that zeal from 
FeCO11INg UPON Our OWN. 

26. Laſtly, This judging others, 15 ole of the higheft 
violations of Charity. The Apoſtle gives it as one of the 
properties of that grace, that it thinks no evil (5, e.) 15 not 
a Pt ro make ſevere conftrudticns , bur ſets every thing in 
the faireſt !ighr , puts the moſt candid interpretations 
that the matter will bear, And traly,, this 1s of great un- 
portance to the reputation of our Neighbors. The world 
wc Know 15 11 many inſtances extremely governed by Op1- 
n:cn, but in this *:&allin all ; ic has not only an inflaence 
Pn wr. bur 1s that very ching : Reputarion being nothing 
Put a fatr opinion & eſtimation among others, Now thisOp1- 
 KCA15 Nac always twaied by due motives: tomtimes lit- 
rleaccidents, and often fancy, aud ofreit prepoſſeſſion go- 
verns m 1t. So that many rimes he thar puts the firſt 1ll 
Character, fixes the ſtamp which af.erwards goes current 
in the World. The generality. of people take up prejudi- 
ces (4s they do Religions) upon truſt : and of thoſe thar 
ar2 More curious In 1nquiring into the grounds, there are 
But M2Ny who vary onthe more charitable hand, or bring 
rhe common {enrence to review, with intent to moderate 
bur enhance it, M:nare apt to think i ſom? diſparage- 
ment to their acureneſs and invention, if they cannot fay 
ſomthing as ſharp upon the ſubjzCt, as has bin ſaid befor.;; 
an fo *r1s the butine(s of many to lay on more load,. but of 
few to take off: and therefore he that paſs rhe firſt con- 
demnatory ſentence, 1s like the Incendiary in a popular 
Tu-nn'r,who 1s char2ablewith all thoſe diſorders to which 
he gave the firſt riſe, cho. that free not his Abettors from 


% theirſhzre of the guilr, 


27, And as this is very uncharitable m reſped of the 1p- 
Fry ofter'd, £03!12 1517 in riflection on the grand rule of 
Charity 
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Charity, Canwe pretend to love our Neighbors as our - 


ſelves? and yet ſhall our love ro him havethe quite contra- 


fy effects ro rhat we bear our ſelves? Canſelf-love 1:flen 
our beam into 2 mote, and yet canour love to him magni- 
rf his mate into a beam? No cerramly, tru2Chariry 15 more | 
1 


ncere,doesnot turn to us the reverſe end of thePerspettive 
to repreſent our own faults at a diſtance, and in the mo{t 
diminitive ſize, and yer thufle the other to us when we are 


to view his. No, theſe are Tricks of Lezerdemain we read 


in another Schole, even in his, whoſe ll is zhe accuſer of 
the brethren, We knorv hoy fr:quently God protects againt 


falſe weizhts and falſe meſurzs. And ſure 'tis not only in | 


the ſhop or marker that he abhors them, they are no leſs 
abominable ta converſation then in trattic.'To buy by one 


meſure &ſel] by another, 1s not more unequal, then It 1s to - 


have theſe differing ttardards for our-own and our no1vh- 
bors faults, that our own: ſhall weizh, in the Prophet Jere- 
miahs phrate, lighter then vanity, yea nithing, and yet his'tho 
rcall the li,hcer) ſhail prove Zach rrias rallent of lead. This 


18 ſuch a parrialliry, as conſiſts not with common honeity,, . 


and can therefore never be reconciled wirh Chriſtian Cha-: 
rity: and how demurely ſoever ſuch men may pretend to 
Sandtity ,that interrogation of Goct preffes h24 upon them 


- 


” 


Shall 1 count them pure with the wicked balances and with. the bag © 


of deceeitful weights? Mich. 6. 11. Such bitter mvettives a- 


gunſt other mens faults, and indulgence or paliation of © 


their own, ſhews their zeal hes in [their 41plezn.'and that 


they conſider not ſo much what'15 don,as-whocloes it and : 


ſuch the ſentence of the Apoitle is very applicable, Ro- 
mans 2. 1. Therefore thou art inexcuſable, 0 man, whcſoever thou * 
art that udgeſt, fer wherein t10u jud geſt ancthir, thia” condemse * 
neſt thy ſelf, for thou th:t judgeſt * doſt the ſum?" thing.' But * 


admit a man have not the very ſame gui'ts h2 cenſures in 


another,yet 'ris'ſureevery7 man hasfome; ant of what fore * 
ſozver thzy be he deſires not he ſhould berigormulytean'd * 


and therefore by the rule ofChiriry.yea and ſutice to9. hÞ 
oughr not to do that xwich hs would nor ſuffer. If ha can 6 1 


exrenations for his own crimes,hs is in all reaſon topreſams+» * 


others may havelto for theirs: the cmon fratlty of our natuy ? 
as.1t 15 apt alike to berray us ro faults, fo & gives 3s equal 
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ſhare 1n theexcuſe; and therefore what I would have paſs 
for the eftett of impotency or inadvertence in my ſelf, 
can with no tollerable ingenuity give aworte name to 
__ him. 
28. Wehave now vied both theſe branches ofDetraQion 
ſeen borh the fin and miſchiefs of them; we may now join . 
them together in a concluding Obſervation, which is that 
they are as imprudent as thzy are nnchriſtian. Ir has bin 
recieved among the maxims of civil Life, not unneceflarily 
ro exaſperate any boly; t which agrees th advice of an 
"cient Philoſopher, Speak not evil of thy Neighbor, if 
rhou doſt thou ſhalt hear that which will nor fail 
to trobule thee. There is no perſon ſo incouſiderab!e, bur 
may at fom- time or other doa diſpleafure: but in this of 
Detaming men need no harneſting, no preparation: every 
man has his Weapons ready for a return: ſo that none can 
ſhoot theſe arrows, but they muſt expe they will revert 
with a rebounded force:not only to the violation ofChriſti - 
3n Unity ( as I have before obſerv'd) but ro the Aggre flor 
erear (ſecular demerit, both in Fame, and oftentimes Inter- 
_ eſtalſo, Revenge 13 ſharp-ſighred, and over-looks no op- 
portunity of a retaliation; and that commonly nor bounded 
as the Lov itical ones were, An eye for an eye, a t:otb for a tocth,. 
Exod, 71. 24.no nor by the larger proportion of their refti- 
tutions feur-feld Exod. 21. 1, but extended to the vrmoft 
power of the Ir fliter. Theexamples are innumerable of 
ner: who have thus laid themſelves open in their greateſt 
Concerns, ant have ler looſe rhe hands as well as tongues of 
others agzinft them, merely becauſe they would put no- 
reftrainc upon their own; which 1s ſo grear in diſcretion, 
chat to them we may well apply that of Selommn A fools mouth 
#5 his deſtruf ion, and his lips ate the ſnare of his ſoul,Prov, 18.7. 
29. And now who can ſufficiently wonder that a practice 
thar ſo thwarts our intereſt of both world -, ſhould come 
univerſally to prevail among us? Yet that ir does ſo, I may 
appeal to the Conſriences of moſt, and to the Obfervarion. 
of 2!?, What ſo common Topic of Diſcourſeis there, as this 
/ ef backbiting our Neighbors? Come into company of. all 
Ages, all Ranks, all Profeſſions, this 1s the conltant enter= 
ramment, And I doubr, he that at nighr ſhall, duly _ 
ec 
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left th2 O-curznc23 of th? diy,fh1'l very rarely bz able to 
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{ay he has ſpent it without hearing or ſpeaking (perhaps 
both) ſomwhar of this kind. Nay even thoſe who reſtram 
themſelves other liberr123, arz ” fat apt toinduls this: ma- 
ny who are ſo ut to their Ne12h bors property, that as 4- 
braham once {a1d, G2n. 14. 23. t»'y wonld not take from him, 
even from a thred to a ſhoe latchet, are yet ſo mcoſiderate of 
his Fam, as to find themfelvs dilcourſear the expence of 
thar, tho infinitly a greater injury then the robbing of his 
Coffer. which ſhews whar falſe metures we are apt ro take 
of things and evinces that many of thofe, who havenot on- 
ly ingeneral abjar'd the world in their Bipriim, ut do in 
many 1nftances feem to th2mſeives ( as weilas others ) to 
have gail'd a ſuperiority over ir, do yetin this undiscer- 
nibly yield it the greatzit Enii1gn of Soveraignty, by per- 
mitcing it to ſer the ſtandards 1nd eftimates of things, and 
rakeinz irs cuſtomary Preſcriptions of Laws.. For what be- 
fides this unhappy {er1i1cy to Ca:tom, can pofſib] y r2CON | 
cile m2n chit own Chriftianiry, toa practice {6 widely 
diftant from 11? 'Tis true thoſe that prof-1s rhemſelves men « 
of this world, who d-fign only their portion © in /this life,” 
may take 1t up as ſomrim+s conducing (at leaft ſeeming. - 
ly )to their end. bur for chofewho propoſe higher hopes 
ro themſelves, and know thar Chariry 18 one of 'the main 
props to choſe hop2s how fooliſhly do they. undermine 
themſelves, when they thus att ag1inft their Principles, + 
and rhat upon no other Antcricy, bur that of popular uſage? - 
| kn»wmen are ap: to excuie themtelves upon their indig-. . 
nition againit vice, and rhink tharthgir zeal mult as well 
acquit them for this violation of the ſecond Table, as ir 
once <lid Moſes for the brea'ting boih, Exed. 32, 19. Bat to 
ſuch I may anſwer in Chris words, Lnke y. 55. 7e bow 
nt whit manner «ſpirit ye are of, Meeknet3 and Charity are - 
the Fvenz21)1cal Graces, which will moſt recommend ard 
affimilare us co hiin, who was meck and lowly in heart.., 
Bat after a!l this pre:ext of Z-11 I fear it 1s bur a cheat 
we pat on our ſely:s,the elderBroch-rs ra'menr only to dis- - 
guife Supplan*ter, Gen. 27. Lec men truly ran(ck their - |: 
own breaſts, and I 4yubr the bet wili find there 1: focarhing = - 
of yanity that lies at rhe botrow, if ir be not the vourtve 2 | 
lore <1 
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E'rt m-ntion'd before, of deſigning to illuſtrate my ſelf by: 


Others Hlemithes, yet at leaſt the negative, that T am un- 


"11109 to incur-the conremt incident ro thoſe, who, ſcruple- 


ai fmall fins, Befides I obſerve perhaps, thac *tis the com- 
mM errer:ainment of:the World, ro defame rheir. Neigh- 


bors, and if Liriie not in upon the Theme, I ſhall have: 


1othing to render me accept able company; perhaps I ſhall 


be reproached as moroſe or dull, and my ſiience ſhall be 
ccnftrued to proceed not from the abundance of my Chari-. 


ty, bart the tet of my Wir, 

3<. Bur {orc they that can thus ar2ue, do hercby glve a 
mer? «d{moni{trative proof of thar defeat, He whoſe Wir 1s. 
ſo pecarious, that it muſt depend only upon the folly or. 
vice of another, had beft give overall pretence to ir. He 


that has nothing of his own growth ro ſer before hisGuefts,, 


had better mikeno invitations,then break down hisNetgh- 


bors Incloſure, and feaft them upon his plunder, Beldes, . 


Low pitiful an atte{tarien of Wir is it ,to be ableto make a 
«:{:racetal relation of another 2 No ſcolding Woman bur 
may ſer up fach Trophies: and they that can value a man 
npon ſuch an account, may pr:fer te, Scarabes, who feed. 
uy-on dung, and areremark'd by no other property, be- 
fort the Bce that ſucks Flowers ard turns Hony .: 

31. But in the next place, admit this reſtraint ſhould' 
certamly expoſe one to that reproach:m*thinks this ſhould' 
be n.z n2ws to thoſe who know the candi;ion of Chri®1ani- 
ty 15 to take upthe Croſs: and ſure it canno: welgh li2ght- 
er then in this inirance., Whatam I the worſe, ifa vain 
TalkativeP-rſon think me too reſer'vd ?: Or if he, whoſe 
froiic levity 15 his diſcaſe, call me dull, becauſe I vapor not 


our a!l m7 ſpirirs inco- froth ?- Socrates when inform'd of ' 


fome £atin2 Speeches one fad uſed of him behind his back, | 
mad-= only this facetious reply, Let him beat m2 roo when 
Iamabſent, And he that gers not ſuch an indifference to 
all rhe idle cenſures of men,vu] be diſtarb*d in all his Civil. 
T ranſa6tions, as well as his Chriſtian: 1t being ſcarce pol- 
$ble to do any thing, but there will be defcanrs made on 1t 
And if a man will regard thoſ* winds, he ma t, as Solomon 
ſaies, never ſow, Eccl. 11. 4. He muſt ſuſpend even the ne-. 
cxfary a(tions of common life, if he will not venture them: 
| k0. 
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to the being miſcjudg:d by others. 

32. But there iz yer 2 farther confideration in this mat-- 
ter : for he that upon ſic}: 2 deſpicable motive will vio- 
late his dury 12 one particalar, let Satan get a main point 
of him, and can withno good Logic deny to doit in 6+ 
thers, Derra&tionisnot the only fin in faſhion : Profanc- 
neſs, and Obſcznity, and all for:s of Luxury are ſo too, 
and threaten no leſs reproach to thoſe who {cruple at them. 
Upon the ſame 2rounds therefore that he ditcards his Cha- 
rity to his Neighbor, he may alſo his Piety, 13 Modeſty, 
His Tempecance,and a!moſt ail other Virtues, And to fpeak 
the truth , there 1s not a more fertile womb of Sin, then 
this dread of a!l mzns reprcch. Orher corrnptions mult be 
gratiged with coſt and indudtry, bur in this the D:vil bach 
no farther trouble then to laugh men out of their fouls. So 
prolific a vice therefore had ne:d be weeded out of mzns 
ticarts: for if it be allowed the leat corner, if it be in- 
du!ged roo in this one inftance, 'twill quickly ſpread it ſelf 
farcher. 

33. Yet afrer all, this fear of reproch is a mere falacy, 
ſtarted to diſguiſe a more real cauſe of fear : for the 
Teareſt dang2r of r2proch does indeed 112: on that other 
ide, Common eſtimation pcts an 1!] Character upon prag- 
matical med!1n9 people. For tho the mauifiriveneſs and 
curiofity of the hearer, may ſomtimes rend=r.ſuch diſcour-. 
ſes grateful enough to him, yet ic leaves in him no good. 
impreffions of hz ſpeaker. This 1s well obſerved by the - 
Son of Sirach, Eccluſ. 19. $, 9. Woeth:r it be to friend or foe, 
tale nct of ether. mens lives, and if thou canſt withont off ence, re- 
vele them not, for he heard and obſorue'd thee , and when time 
cometh he will hate thee, Ina word, all conſidering perſons 
will be ever upon their guard in ſuch company, as foreſce- 
1g that thy will talk no leſs freely of them, thzn rhey 
do of others before them. Nor can the eommonneſs of 
gmlr obviate the cenſure, therz bing nothing more fre- 
qu2nt then for men to accuſe their own faults in other 
perſons, Vice is like a dark Lantern, which turns its 
bright ſide only to hirg thar Þ<acs it, but looks black and 
diſma! in another hinl : 211 in this par-icular none has 
ſamuch reaſon to fear a de{zmer; as. thoſe who = 

elves 


—__— 


$O The Goverument of the Tongue, 


ſelves ſuch : for (beſides the common prudential motive) 
their own conſciouſneſs gives them an inward alarm, and 
makes them look fora retribution in the ſame kind. Thus 
upon rhe whole marter we fee there 1s no real temtarion, 
even toour vanity, to comply with this ancharitable cu- 
 ſtom, webeing ſure to Joſe more repute by it then we can 
prpoſe to our ſeives to gain, Thebemgeſteem'd an ill man, 
v'111 not be balanced by being thought pleaſant, inzenuous 
company, were one fur2 to beſo. Bar 'tis odds, that will 
not be acquired by it nz1thzr, for the moſt affiduous tale- 
bearers, and bitrereſt revilers, are ofcen haif-witted peo. 
ple : there being norhing more fr2quently obſerved, then 
{:c) mens aptneſs to {pear evil of things they und-ctand 
not, Jude v. 10. 
34. Olernot thoſe that have repuhared rhe more in- 
vin? fins, ſhaw rhemſcives philter'd and b2witch'd by 
this, but infiead of ſubmitring rothe il] example of others, 
ſe a good one to th:m, and end-avour ro brnZ this unchri- . 
{t14Þ cuſtom out of faſhion, I am ſar? if rhey do nor, they 
wil! bz more d-ep!y charzeabie rh-n others : f »r the more 
cammand they hive ov-r their other corruptions, the more 
do they witneſs again them(elves, Theor remiſauets and 
willinz ſa>je:tion ro 113, bees thar eximpie when . 
ill, is mor? cainaring then other m2ns, and 1s apt to in- 
Gnuate eafte thoughts of the Sin. M.n are apr to think 
themſelves ſafe while they follow one of noted Piery and 
the authority of his perſoa often leads them Diindfold m-- 
to his failings. Thas when Peter diffzmbled, Sr. Paul tells 
us, that the other Jews, and even Barnabas alſo, was carried 
away with his diſimalatioon, Gaiat, 2. 13, AndlI door not in 
this particu'ar miny are incouraged by the 1195erty they 
ſee even good m2n take, So thar ſuch have a more accu- 
mulative guilt, for they do not only commit, bur patro- 
nize the fau)r: the confideration whereof has kept ine, I y 
confeſs, longer upon this head , then 13 proportionable to | 
the brevity of the reſt ; but I'thw' not Jonger theu a- 
grees to th? imporrauce of rhe ſubject. ES 
© 36, And now fince we have confider'd the mali -niry of 
thisSin of Derrattion, ans yet withal find that 'r1s a Sin, 
which the Apoſtle ſpeats, dozh ſo eaſily beſet ys., *ris buta | 
Nas - | 
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natural Corallary that we inforce our vigilance again(t it. 
And where rhe importance and difhculty are both fo great, 
will be a little neceffary to confider what are the likelieft - 
means, the moſt appropriate Antidote againſt this fo dan- 
gerous, and yetſo Epidemic a diſeaſe. 

36. And here the common rule of Phyfic is to be ad- 
yerted to, viz, to examine the cauſes, that the remedies 
may be adapred to them. I ſhall therefore in the firt 
place d-fire every maw f-riouſly to ſtudy h1s own confi- 
tyc10n of mind, and obſerve what are his particuiar tem. 
tations to this Sin of DetraCtion , whether aay of thoſe I 
have before mcnticned, as Pride, Envy , Levity, &c, or 
any other whiclr lies deeper, and 15 only GHicernable ro 
his own inſpe@ion, Let l.im,I ſay,make thefcrurny,and then 
accordingly apply himſelf ro corr2& the Sn_1n_1ts Sr 
principle, For as when there 15 an eruption of Humor in 
any part, *tis nor cured merely by outward appitcarions, 
bur by ſuch alterative M-dicines as 1 urify the Blood ; fo. 
tiiis Leproſy of the Tongue will Giif ſpread iarcher, if ie 
be not check'd in irs ſpring and ſource, by the mortifying - 
of thoſe corrupr inclinations , which feed and heighren 
It, | 

37. This 15 an inquiſtcion I mult !vave to every mans 
own Confcence, which alone can teſtity by whar impulſes. 
heatts. Yeras the Rabbins were v.onr to ſavy, that in eyes 
ry fignal Judgmznt which befel the Jews, there was ſome 
grain of the Golden-calf ; fo I chunk I my v4ncure to ſay, 
that in all DtraQtion , there 1s fome mnn»car of Pride : 
and therefore I ſuppote,. a Caution 1gainlt :|:2r, will be ſo 
generally ſea{onable, thar it may veil cad ie Van of all 
other advices 1n this macter, And hi- 't13 very obſerva- 
ble,tharGod who kas made of one Bleo.? 1!) nicns of the Earth, 
Atts 17. has fo equally diftribzr-:! ©! the 1noft vaiuable 


privileges of Human. natur?, 4s i! |;- 00:41 to preclnde 


a!lmnſuicing of one man over anocior, MN lthet has he on- 
ly thus infinwuared it by his Prov mnco, witches inforcd it. 
by his commands. In the Leviriczil Low we find what 2 
particular care he takes to modoriie th ricor of Tudicial 


Eorr Etion, upon this very ac<0127, {cit thy Brother be de- 
ſpiſed. in thine eyes, Deut, 2:; % $0 wrezſonzble did he. 
| [hmk 
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think it, that the crim?2 or miſery of one, ſhould be the 
exulrarion of another. And S. Paul brands it a5 a great 
guilt of the Ccrinthians, that they upon the occafion of the 
inceſtuous perſon were puffed up, when thy ſhon!d have meurn- 
ed, 1Cor. 5.2. When we ſez a dead Corps, weare not 
apt to inſult over it, or brag of our own healrh and vi- 
gor ; bur 1t rather damys us, and makes us refl-&, that 
1r may (we krow no* how ſoon) be our own condition, And 
c>rtainly the ſpettacles of Spiritual mortality ſhould have 
the ſame operation. We have the ſame principlcs of cor« 
ruption with our lapſed Brerhr2n, and have nothing but 
Gods grace, to ſ=-cure us from rhe ſame efteds, and by 
theſe inſulting r fl-&ions we forfeit thar too ; for he gives 
grace only to.the humble, James 4. 6. Saint Pay!s advice there- 
fore is very appoſite to this caſe, Gallar. 6. 8. Bretbren,f 
« man be overtaken in a fault, reſtore fucha one in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, conſidering thy ſelf, le:ſt thou alſ» he temted, In 4 
word, the fau'rs of orhers ought to excire our pity towards 
them, our caution 3s to our ſelves, and our thankfuineſs 
to God, if he haih hitherto preſer»'d us trom the like, 
Fer who made thee to differ from ancther ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. Butif 
we ſpread cur Sails and triumpa over th2te wrecks, we 
expoſe our {eives to worſe, Other Sins like Rocks may 
fpi1rus, yer the lading may be preCrv'd : but Pride like 
aGn'f' frvallowvs as up; oar very vertu2s when fo leven- 
ed,b?comin2 werghrs and Plummetrs to tink us ro the dee- 
Per ruine, The counſel therefore of th-Apoitle, 1s very 
pertinent to this mitter, Rom. 11.20, Be nct hgh minded, . 
but fear. 

38. But Go:l knows we-can inſult over others when we 
are not only under poſſi>iliry, bur are aqually 1nvolv'd in 
the ſame guilt: and then whar are all our occuſations anc} 
bitrer cenſares of others, but inditments and condemnato- 

ry ſentences again} our ſelves? And we miy Juitly exs 
2ct God ſhould rak2us art our wor41 an:l reply upon us as 
the Propher did upon David, Too urt the man, 2 SIM. 12, 
2. For tho our oificions vehcrnence azaink anorher, crim2;, 
may blind th- eies of men, yer God is nor fo mocked, As 
therefore when a thief or murderer 13 dr <d, ir g1v:s an 


alarm to the whole con fedzracy; fo when we find cur 
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own guilts purtaed im other mens Perſons, tis not a time 
for us to join nn the proſecution, bur rather 57 humble and 
Im refl2&tions on our ſelves ro: provids for our own 
atery, When therefore wefind our ſelves { upon ary miſ- 
demanor of our brother )ready to moun: rhe Tribunal 
and pronounce cr ſenrence, ler us firſt confider how com- 
petenr we are for the office, calling ro mind the d:ciſtin 
Chrift once made in the like caſe. He tat is withcut fin let 
hum firſt caſt a ſtone, John. 8.7. And it we did this, many 
p-rhaps of our firc-ft impeachers, would rhink ft ro retire, 
and leave the delinquent ( as rhey themſelves fina'ly de- 
d=\tre to be )tothe merciful indulgence of a Savior. In 
ſhort , wou'd we bur look into our own hearts, we ſhould 
find fo much work for our inquiſitions and cenſure, that we 
ſhould not bear leiſure ro ramble abroad for ir, And ther- 
fore as Lycurgus once faid to one, who imporiuu'd him to 
eſtabliſh a popu ar pariry the ſtate, Do thou, ſates he, 
begin it rk in thine own family: ſo I ſhall adviſe thoſe 
that will be jadging, to prattice firſt ar home. And if the 
will confine th2mſelves to that, till there be nothing lefer 
to corrett, I will doubt not their neighbor will be well e- 
nough ſecur dagainit their Derractions. 

39- Another preſervation againſt that fin is the frequent 
conremplation of the laſt and great judgment, T his 151n- 
ded a Catholicon again{t all: but we find it particularly 
appli d by St. Paul to this of judging and deſpiting our 
Brethren. Why doft thou judg thy brother ? or whydeſt thou ſet 
at nought thy brcther ? We ſhall all tand befcretheFudgment Seat 
of Chrit, Rom. 14. 10. that is the great Day of Revelari- 
on and Retribution, and, and we are not to we 5n90 5g it by 
our vrivate inqueſts or. ſentences: we have buſinefs enough 
to provide our own accounts againſt that day. And as it 
were a ſpizhtful folly for Malefactors, that were going to- 
gether to that bar, to ſpend their time in exaggerating 
each others crimes: ſo ſnre]y 1s it for us, who are all going 
toward the dreadful tribunal, ro be drawing up Charges 
agUnit ne another, And who knows but; we may then 
mc<e: with the fare of Daniels accuſers, ſee him we cenſur'd: 
acquir, and our ſelves doomed, The penitence of the cri- 
munal may have numbr:d him. among the Saints, when, 

QUE 


es — 
—_—_— 


IN The Government of the Tongue 


mmm 


”—— .—__—_ 


047 arr 2r-300tt UnCharitableneſs may ſend us ro unquenchs 
29, Fizmes. I conclude this coniideration with the words 

bf St. Tamcos, There is oneLawgiver who is able t9 ſave andto deſircy, 

. who ai tic that ud goft ancthir ? Tam. 4. I2 

40. Arthird expedient my be, to try to make a revullt. 

en of :'-- hiamor; ro draw ic into another chanel, If ive muſt 
revs be 1149 of other peoples fanlrs, let it not be to 
Defame, ur to amend rhczm, by converting our DetraCtion 
and backbiting into Admonition and fraternal correption, 
T his is a way to extract medicine our of the vipor, to con- 
fecraiecven this fo unholiow'd a part of our temper, and 
ro turn the unyrar-fu! mealin? of a buſy body, 1n:o the 
molt ob:121ng office of a friend. And indeed hat we thar 
zeal tor verras, which we pretend when we mv<i2h 1gaimit 
vice, we ſhould ſurely lay ir out rhis way, for this only 
gives a poflibillity of reforming the offender, Bur alas we 
order the matres fo, as if we fear'd to loſe the occaſion of 
Clamor,and will tell all the world bur him that it moſt con- 
cerns. Indeed tis a deplorable thing to ſee how univerſally 
this neceſlary Chriftian duty is negle&ed; and tothat neg- 
leet we may in a great degree? impute that ſtrange o7er- 
flowing of Detraction amon2 us. We know the receiving 
any thing into our Charge, incencibly begets a love and 
readerneſs toirt( a narſe upon thisaccounr comes often to 
viekindueſs with the mother. ) and would we but take one 
another thus into our care, and by friendly vis1lance thus 
watch over each others ſouls, tis ſcarce imaginable whar 
an endearment 1t would create: ſuch certainly as would in- 
fallibly ſupplaar all our unkind repoctings and ſevere deſ- 
cants upon our brethren; fince thoſe can never take place, 
bur when there is ar leaſt an indifference, if not an enmity, 
41. The n-xt cure I ſhall propoſe for Detraction, 1s to 
fabftract irs nuriſament, by ſuppreſſing all Curioſity and 
nquiſitiveneſs concerning others. Wereall ſupplies rhus 
cut off, it wonld-at 1aft be ſubda-d. The King of Ethiopia 
iu a vie of Wir with th? Kinz of Egypt, propos'd 1t as a 
Problem to him, to drink up the Sea, to which he replied 
by requiring him firſt to Fop theacceſs of Rivers to t : 
ant hethar would drain this vrher Ocean, muft take the 
fame courſe, dam up the avenues ol tyole Springs _— 
| ed 
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feed it, He that is alwaies upon the ſcegt, hunting our ſoine 
diſcovery of others, will be very apt to invite his neteh- 
bors to the quarry; and therefore twill be neceflary for him 
ro reſtrain himſelf from that range: nor like jealous ſtares, 
to keep Spies and penitonres abroad to bring him inte!}t- 
gence, but rather difcouraye all fuch officious pick-thanks: 
for rhe fuller he1s of ſuch informarions, the more 18 his 
pain if he keep them in, and his gu1ilr if he publiſh them, 
Conld men be perfwaded to affect a wholeſome ignorance 
in theſe matrers,it would conduce both ro their eaſe and in- 
nocence: for t'15 this Itch of rhe ear which breals oxrar rhe 
Tongne: and werenot Curioſity the purvetor, Detrattion 
woud ſoon be ttarved into a tameneſs. 

42. But the moſt infallible receir ofail, 1s the frequznt 
reco!leding, and ſerious applying of the grand rule, of do- 
ing as we would be don to: for as Detrathion is the vio'atle 
on of that, ſo the obſervation of that mutt certainly ſu p- 
plant Derra&tion. Let us therefore when we find the humor 
fermenting within us, and ready to break out in Declam?- 


tions againſt our brethren Ler us I ſay, check ic with this "__ 


ſhort queſtion, Would | my ſelf be thus us'd 2 This voice. 
from within, will be like that from heaven to St.Paul, which 

ſtopt him in the h1gth of his carrier, 4 4. 9g. And this 

volc? every man mayhear,thit will not ftop his2ars nor £ag 
his conſcience ir being bur the Echo of thar native Juice. 
and equity which 1s planted mour hearts: and when we 

have our remedy fo near us, and will not uſe it, God may 

well expoſtulate with us, as he did with the Jews, 1/hy will 
ye die, 0 houſe of Iſrael? Ezek 33. 11. 

43. Theſe are ſome of thoſe many receits which may 
be preſcrib'd again this ſpreading diſeaſe, Bur indeed 
there 1s not ſo muchneed to mul tiply rem2dzes, as to Per-, 
{wade men to app!y thzm. We are 1in love with ourMalady. 
and as. loth to be cured cf the Luxury of the Tongue, as St 
Auguſtine was of his other Sznſualiry,againit which he prat- 
ed wich 2 Caveat, thac he might not be t90 ſoon heard, Bat 
'tis 11] daliying, wherz2 our Souls axe concern'd for alas tis 
they that are wounded by thoſe daxts, which we throw art 


| Others. We take our aim perhaps at our Neighbors, but 


indeed hit our ſelves herein verifying mn the kigheft Senſe 
that 


—— 
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that Axiom of che Wiſe-man, He that dig pet; « pit, ſhall fall 
Into it, and he that rol:th a ſt-ne, it ſhall return upon him, Prov, 
25. 27. It th-refore we have no tenderneſs, no relenting 
to our Brethren, yer let us have ſome to our ſeive:;ſo much 
compaſſten, any ſo much reſpettro onr precious immortal 
Souls 38 nor ro ſer th:m ar fo def; 1able a price, to pur 
them in ba'ance with the ſarisfving of a petulant peevy iſh 
vanity. Surely the ſhewing our ſelves 1l-nacur'd ( which 1s 
all the gain DerraGtion amounts to ) 18not ſo enamouring a 
defsgn, thar we ſhould ſac: ifice to ir our higheſt interett, 
Tis too much to ſpend our breath 11 fuch a purſuit; O ler 
not our ſouls alſo exhale 1n the vapor ; bur ler us rather 
pour th-m our in praiers for our brethren, then in accuſar!- 
ons of them: for tho both the one and the other will return 
1nto-our own boſoms, yer God knows to far differing pur- 
{es, even as cliffering as thoſe wherewith we utter them 
I Charicy of the one like kindly exhaltations will de- 
ſcend in ſhowers of bleſſings,bnt the rigor and aſperity of 
the other,in aTevere doum upon our ſelves: for the Apoſt.e 
w1!l tell us, He ſhall have jud gment without mercy, that hath fhew- 
ed 110 mercy, James: 2. 13. 


SECT: -VIL 


Of Scoffiing and Derifion. 


Here is alſo another fault of the Tongue injurious 
to our neighbor, and that is Derifion and Mocke- 
ry, and ſtriving to render -others as ridiculous 

and ccntemtible as we can. This in reſpet of the ſubject 

matcer differs from the other of DetraQion, as much as fol- 


ly or deformity do's from vice: yet ſince injuries as well as | 


benefits, are to be meſured by common eſtimarion, this 
may come inbalance with the other, There 1s ſuch 2 gene- 
ra! averſation in human nature to contremt, that there 1s 


ſcarce any thing more exaſperating. 1 will not deny _ 
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the exceſs of thar averſation may be ley-1'd againſt Pride : 
yer ſure ſcorn and di{dain never ſprung from humility,and 
therefore are very incompetent Correttors of the other; ſo 
that ir may be ſaid of that,as once ir was of Diogenesthar he 
trampled on Plato sPride with grea:cer of Þ1s own. 

2. Nor 1s this injury enhanced only by the reſentment 
of the ſufferer, buralſo by the way of mfliting 1t, We 
genera'ly think thoſe are the ſever: marks of infamy, 
which are the moit indei1able, To be burnt 1n the hand or 
pillorizd, 1s a raore laſting reprech then to be ſcourged or 
confin=d; and ir 15 the ſame in this caſe, for here commonly 
Witis the Lictor, which 1s arm'd with anedg'd too], and 
leaves ſcars behind 1r, The reproch of rage and fury ſeem 
to be writ in Chalk or Lead, which a difpaffionare hearer 
eaſily wip2sout, but thoſe of wit are like the Gravers bu. 
rine upon Copper, of the corrodings of 4qua-fortis,engrave 
and indent the CharaQters that they can never be defaced. 
The truth of this daily experience atteſts A dui} contumely 
quickly vaniſh=s, no badly thinking it worth remembring, 
but when 'tis ſteel'd with Wir, it pierces deep, leaves ſach 


- impreſſions in the fancy of the kearers, that thereby it gets 


rooting in the memory, and will ſcarce be eradicated: nay 
ſomtimes it happ-ns to ſurvive both fpeaker and hearer, 


_ and conveys it ſelf to poſterity; 1t being not uſual for the 


farcaſms of Wic to be rranſinitred 1n ſtory, And as it thus 
gives aneds, ſoalſo do's it add wings toa reproch, makes 
it fly abroad in an inſtant. Many a poor mans infirmities 


' had binconfined to the notice ofa few relations or neigh- 


bors, had not ſome remarkable ftrain of drollery ſcatter'd 
and difperſcd them. The jeſt recommends the Defamation 
and 1s commonly ſo incorporate with it, that they cannot 
be related aparr. And even thoſe who like it not in one 
reſpe&, yer are many times tranſported with it in the 
other, chat they chuſe rather to propagate the contumely, 
then [t:fle the concet:, Inde -d. Wit 1s ſo much the Diana of 


' thisAg2,that he who goes about to ſer any bounds roit,muſt 
, expect an nproar, ARS 19. 28, or at leatt to be judged tro 


haveimpoſed an enviousmhibirion on ir becauſe himſelf has 
rot ftock enough to maintain the trade.Rut how ever ſharp 
or un2xpected the centure may ſeem to be, yer ris neceflary 

that 


. 
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thar plain dowm1ghe truth (ſhould ſomrtimes be ſpoken:;and 
[ chink chit will b2ar m2 our, If I fay tis poſttvle men may 

2 23 opprethy2 by rheir parts, as 'their power; ard that 
God did nn moredefign the meaner mtelicctuals of ſome 
for triamphs ro the pride Cad vanity of che more acute, 
ch2n to he did rhe poſl-Mons of the leis powerful, as a prey 
the rapine ard 2veric cf the mighty, 

3. And this {1zgeſts2 yer farther ag2ravation of this 
fin, as 1c18 ververims of Gods de1gn, ind abuſe of the ra- | 
lent h2 has committed ro men 12 tralt, In cenuity and quick- 
neſs of parc, 1s furety be recicned in the higheſt ranks 
of Bieſſings and an nitrament proper for the moſt excel. 
lencparpoutes and therefore we cannot ſuppaſe the Divins 
Wiſdom ſo ſhore of Hamin, a5not in his intentionto affimn 
it to uſes worthy of 1r, thoſe muit re!3re either to God,our 
ſelves, or 0arne32hbors, Inreſp:& of God, it renders us 
more cap2ble of contemplaring his Perfections, diſcerning 
the Equity and Fxcelence of his Laws, and cur oblizati- 
ons to ob<diznce. In regard of our ſelves jt makes us ap- 

r2h2nd our own nterefts 1n that obedience:maikes us rratt- 
alle and perſwartvle,contrary to that Br1:1ih ftubbornnets 
of the Horſe ani Mule, which the Pfalmiſt repraches, P14], 
32. 9. Bzfides ir accommydar-s us in all the concerns of 
Human life, torms it ſelf 18to all rhoſe uſeful contrivances, | 
which may make our being h-re more comfortable: efpe- 
cially 1t renders # man company to himſelf, and. in 4h2 
greateſt dearth of Society, entertams him with his own 
thoughts. I aftly, as to onr nz12hbors, it rznders us uſeful 
and atfiftant. All thoſe Diſcoveries and Experiments thoſe 
Arts and Siences, which are now th? common tr-aſure of 
the world, rook their tirlt riſe from the ingenuity of ya rti- | 
cular perſons: and inall perfonal Exigencies wherem any 
of us 3r2 ar any time involved, we need nor be tald the 
nſefulnz{s of 2 wiſe adviſer. Nor all rheſe are emplot- 4 
ments commenſurable to the faculty from whence they - 
flow, and thar aaſfiver its exc2{lence and valuz; and he "ay | 
1» beitows his talent, gives a good account Or. 
his' truſt. Bar I would fain know under which of } 
theſe Heads Derifion of our Neighbor comes 1: } 
certainly not under that of being ailitane to bu 4 
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Ic would b2 atorry relicf ca poor indivent wretch to la. 
viſh our wir upon him, in vpbraiding of his miſery, And 
is not this a parallel caſe ? Is 1t nor che ſam? Barbariſm,to 
mock an reproach a man that waurs the gitts of Nature | 
25 him that wants thoſe of Fortune ? Nav perhaps ir may 
be more, for a B:g2ar may have impovzriſhr himſeif by 
his own tauir, bur in natural defects rh=re 35 nothing to 
bechar 2ed, unleſs we wiil fly hizher, and arraiyn thar 
Providenc2 that hath fo diſp-nſed. In a word, as the 
Superflaicies of the Rich are by Gud afhgn'd as the ſtore. 
hoaſe of the poor, ſo the Abilities of the Wiſe are of the 
12110rant : for tis a Zrear miftaxe, to think our ſelves Scew- 
ards1n ſom? of Gods vifcs, and proprietari-s m others, 
They acea!l equally to be emplnied, according to the de- 
fignation of rhe Donor, and there 15 nothing more univer- 
{ſally defign'd by him, then that mankind ſhould bz equal- 
ly helpful toone another, Thoſe therefore whom God 
hath bizit with higher degrees of ſagaſity and quickneſs, 
ought aot to look dawn on othors as the objett of th:ir 
content or ſcorn, bur rather of rheir care and piety, en« 
deavoring 0 reſcue them from thoſe nuſchiefs, to which 
th-ir weakneſs may expoſe them,remembring R1ll that God 
m1i:ht have changed the Scene, and made themſelves what 
they ſee others. It is part of Febs juſtification of his inte- 
grity, that he was eies tc the Blind,and feet to the Lame, we 
29. 25. (i, e, ) he accommodated his affiftances to alÞthe 
wants and exigencics of others: and ſure t3s no leſs the 
pert cf a Zood man.to do itin tze Mental thenin the Cor- 


SECT; V. 


_poral defeats, 


4. Bur alas many of us would rather pur a tumbling 


block in the way of the Blind, pull away the Crutch from 
The Lime, thar ie may ſport our ſelves ro ſee them tumble 
eh a {enivality we have in obſerving and: improving the 


emperfettions of others, that 'tis become the grand excel-' 
Jence of the Age to be Dextrousar ir, and Wir ſerves ſome 


Þ-men for little elſe. We are got inded into a merry world, 
FLaughing is our main buſineſs;asif becauſe it has bia made 
e | part of e<h2 Definition of man,! that he is Refible, his 

man-hood confiited innothing elſe. But alas if that be: all 
Fthe uſe men have of their under{tandings, they were given 


them 
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them t» hrtle parpoſe, ſince mere Idiots can law2h 
wich as much pl=tureand more innocence then they ; an 
it 18 a grzart 10tance how excremes may be brou 2he ro m2t 
thar the exceſs of Wit 1 1 the one, and of Fo!;y 1n the other, 
{ſerve co pro luce the ſam? eff. 

5. Yet {o varacious 1s this hamor now grown , that it 
dr2ws in 2vcry thing to feed it, There 13 nt gam2 enon 2h 
from th=rea! fo'ly of the world, and t.erfore rhar which 
is the mot dikanc from 1c mat be ftamp: wirh its mart, 
Tis a known {tory of the Fiizr who on a fa ting day bid 
his Cape! b- Carp, 2nd then very Canonically ate ir » and 
by tuch a tranfu9ranciarting power our Wi's bid all ſzriouf 


= 


nefs and canti eration b2 formaliry 2nd top»-t 7,and then 


under thitnam? enq=3vor to haNt it o2t of che wor!d, 1 
fear moral honey far2s nor better with ſome of them 
th-n moral prugenc?. The old Pnloſophical vertn2s of 
Juftice, Temp2:nce and Chiftity ar2 now hilt off the 
ftage, as fir only for the Antiquated fer of A&ors, and he 
that appears 1n that equipage, 18 by miny thought more 
ridiculous, then he that wals the ſtr2er 1n his Anceſtors 
trunk-hoſe.N:y indeed vice it ſelf is ſcarce ſecure if ir have 
not the grand accompliſhment of impudenc2: as puny 
bluſhing Sinner is to b2 lauzht out of his Mofleſty, thonot 
out of his Sin ; and to be proof againſt their ſcorns he muſt 
firſt b: ſoagainſt all the regrets of hs own mind, | 
6. And if mere Ethnich victue, or ſhame-fac'd vice hays 
this trearm-nr, Chriitian Piery muſt expe worſe : and ſb 
indeed it fnds, irs pofleflars being beyond all others ex- 
oled ro therr ſcorn and contzmr. Nor 15 1t ſtrange tt 
ould be ſy, ſuch men being mad?, as1t 18 Wild, 2. 14. to 
reprove their maies, they think. in their own defence they 
are to deride th2jr'. This is it indeed which gives a {ccrer 
ſting and venem to their reproches: other men they abuſe 
' as an exerciſe of their wit, bur th?ſe in defene2 of the 
Party. So Fulian afrer his Apoltacy, thought it a more ef+ 
Eval way to perſecute th= Chrittians by taunts and 1ro- 
nies, then by racks and tortures, as thinking, it more pol- 
fibie to thame, then fright them our of their religion. And 
the trat2 92m ſeems to have bm reaſſumed Þy many 1n this 
Age, and I fear with too great ſuccels : for 1 doubt not 
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there are divers who have herd:d the.nſelves amonZ2:T 
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theſ- profane Scoifzrs,not that they ar? convinced by ner 
reafo;'s , bu: rereiied by their concumelies ; and as ſom? 
Indians ar2 Laid ro wormip tae Devil, that he may not 
hart chem : fo chel? chooſ2 ro be active, that chey my BuT 
bh: paſſtv2 ia the contemes flinz upon Reli-10n : C(ucli ine 
Er vere dread tal denmoiaion of Chrift again.t mot? 
% 4 

thac ſhall 4: «med of þ.m and bis words, Vat. © 35, 

7. As for thofe who, upon a juter eftimare, find the ac- 
vantizes of piecy worthy to b2 choizn, and taire 17 with ail 
i:;3nzceflary ignomin}es , they hive the encouragement of 
very.200d company i their fufferings, The Plalmiit long 
370 hid his ſhare, when nor oniy Theſe toat fate at the o:t2 
ſpabe againſt him, brit the drankards made ſongs upon DM, PI, 
6y. 12. Iwasalio the Prophet Feremes Compiaint, I 7 
in Der:fion diily, every one mo:$2t5 me, Jr. 20.7, Nay our 
bietT-d Lord himfelf was derided i his Iife by the Phart- 
ſees, Luk, 15. 14. nocked and reviled at his death by the 
Prieits, the Elders, the Soldiers ; nay by cafu1l pallingers 
Mat. 27. 29. And ſhall the feryant think himſclf greater 
then his Lord ? Sha!la Chrittian expett 21 1mmufiity from 
what k15 $2y1jour has horn before him ? (de thar does fo, 1s 
too delicare a memier for a crucized herd.) Noſure, Jer 
us rather animare our {elves, as the Apoltie exhioris, by cn 
fidering h m 6 ho as well deſy:ſed the ſhare, as endured the cref's fer 
us, Heb. 12.3. and who has not only gxven an cxam ple, 
but propoſed a reward, a Bearttude to :hofe who are revi- 
ted fer rightcou[ueſs ſibe, Mar 3. 11, And when this 18 !cLer- 
ly ponder'd, twill tare mak? it eaſy for us to refo! ve with 
ho'y Dav:d,ma like caſe,l will be yet mcre vile, 2. Sam. 6.22, 

3. Bar to return from this digreingn, to thoſe who thus 
uwmhappily employ their parts, let me propote to them, 
that they wou'd borrow every day fom- few minutes from 
their mirch. and (-r1oufly contider,wherher this be( I need 
not fay a Chriſtian but ) a manly excrciſe of cher facile. 
ties. Alas whcn thzy have railted onc the day irom cone 
company to another, they may ſum up their account at 
night in che wiſe m12s fimile, thetr Laughter pas bin but I:ke 
the cra:4'{ng of Thorns under a pot, Ecclus, 6,7, mid? a litle 
briſk noiſe for the preſent, and wich ſparkles perhans an- 
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noled their Neighbors, but what real good has 1t brought 
£0 themſelves ? All rhar they can fancy is bur the repute of 
Wir, Bur ſure ihar might be artainable ſome orher way, 
We find the world sf-dted to now things, and 1h1s of De- 
rition and Abuſe ro orhers 1s ſy beaten a road,that perhaps 
the very Va riety of 1 new vi 4) would r-ncler it acceptable 
They are the lighter tubttances that Ri fwim away with 
the ſtream, the greater and more ſolid bodics do ſomtimes 
ſtop the currenr. and ſure "twere a nuble effay of mans parrs 
to {tem this tide, and by moſt uſetulapplication of their 
own faculties, convince others rhactheirs mizhr be berter 
emploied. Tis ſaid of Arachirſis,thac ata feaſt he covld 
nor be gocto ſinile 2: the aftte@e] raflers of com- 
mon Jeſters, but when an Ape was brought in h2 freely 
Iau zhr, Caying, an_ Ap2 ws ridicu ous 57 nur? but 
men by Art and ftudy, And truly tis2 great ccnzemt of 
buman ratur? to think rheir inteliceis were E1ven them for 
no better end then to raiſe that laughter, whicha brute can 
doas welior berter 

| I would not be thou<hr to recommend fucha Storcal 
Curnes, as ſhall adwir of nothing of the cheerful pleaſant 
part of Converſation. Gotl has nor ſure bin more rig1d to 
our Minds then to our bodies: and as he has not ſo devoted 
the one to toil,bur thathe allows vs time to exerciſe them 1n 
FECreation 4s well as iabors, ſo doubclefs he mdulges the 
{ame relaxation to our Minds; which are not 2\ways to be 
ſcrued up to the heishr, but allowed ro deſcend tro thoſe 
<2\inefies of Converte, which entertain the lower Faculties 
of the Soul. Nor dolI think thoſe are 1! imploied in thoſe 
little sKkirmiſhes of Wit, which paſs familiarly between 
intimates and acquaintances, which beſides the preſent d1- 
vertiſinent, ſrv2 to wher and quicken the fancy, Yer 1 
conceive this liberty is to be bounded with ſome Cautions: 
2s firſt in theſe encounters, the Charge thoald be Powder, 
not Bullets; there ſhonld nothing be {aid that ſhould leave 
any ungrateſul impreffions,or 2ive any umbrage of ſpight- 
ff intent. The world wants not experiments of the mil- 
chiefs have happned by too ſevere Railleries in fach Fen- 
cing jeſt as proved earneft, and Florets bave oft turn'd to 


Swords, and ner only the Friendſhip,bur the Men have g 
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19. S-condly, this 15 to have the ſame reſtriftion with 
a!l other recreations, that ic be made a diverritement, not 
arrade, Tis an infinuating thing,and 1s apt to encroch too 
much upon our tim?, and God knows we havea great deal 
of bufin=1s of this world,and much more for the next,which 
will not be don with Jauching, and therefore tis not for vs 
to play away roo much of” th2e time , which 18 exatted by 
mor= ferioils concerns, Tis fure we ſhall d12 1n earneit,and. 
ti nt b-comens to hiv? alrogether 19 , et. But betides 


th;13 ſtealth of cur time, t18 apt to ſtea! anay mens hearts 


too, mae them fo date upon this kind of ertertamment, 
that it averts thium from any thing more fer1ous, I beltevel 
may appeal ro ſom? who have mide this their buitnets, 
whether it £0 no* 2gamit rh harr with them to fet to any. 
ting elfe : and h2ving eſpouſed tl1s a5 their own excellence, 
they are wing todecry all others,that they maiy the mor? 
va.ue themſelves npon this. By this means 1t 1s, that ths 
gifr of Raiilery has in this Age, like the lean kine, devouy- 
ct a!l the more ſ0'1d worthy qualifications ; and 1s counted . 
the moſt reputable accompliſhment. A ttrange mverted 
eſtimare, rhus to prefer the little ebulhitions of Wit, before 
ſo:1:! reaſon and jad gment, If they would accommodare 
ther D12t ar the fame rare , rh-:y ſhall ear the Husk 1ather 
then the Kernel, and drin' norhiis but froch and bubbles 
Put afterall, Wiſ:lom is commonly at Jorg running juſtift- 
ed even of her De:ſpiſers; theſe great Ilo!aters of Wit of- 
ten daſhing rhemtelv=2s upon ſuch Rocks, as make then 


_ tov late with,their Sa1ls had bin lefs,and theirBallaft more. 


For the preventing therefore of more ſach wracks, I wiſh 
the preſent caution may be more adverted toy not to be- 
ftow an unproPortionable part of our tim? or vaius on this 


| ſhightexerciſe of mins ſh-hreft Facu'ty, 


11. AthirdCaurion in this mi:t2r,s to confine our ſelves 
to pr-ſenc Company, not tomake abſent Perſons the Sub- 
ject of our myrch. Thoſe freedoms we ufe to a mans face 83 
they are commonly more moderate,ſo they are more &uitk 


ble, becauſe we expoſe our ſelves to the hike from him;but 


the back Hlows are difingenuons, and give ſuſpicion we in- 
tend fiot a fair trial of Wit,bur a cowardly murder oft mans 


fame, Twas rhe precept of the Philoſopher » Deride 1d 1þ+ 
P 2 6/644 * by 
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aſ:1:t,and I think 18 may well be fy of the Poljcician: there 
bins nothing more 1unprudent as to ourc1”1! concerns then 
tte contrary i1Derty, For thoſe things never diein the com- 
pany they are firſt vented m_( nay perhaps the hearer 18 
pot w1''mg his wit thoa'd fo ſoon expire ; ) and when the 
once take air, they quickly come to rhe notice of the der1- 
ded Perſon, and then nothing 1n the wotld 13 the more dif- 
oÞI1g1ng, Twas a ſober precepr given one, no: {5 much as 
ro 120gh 38 compliance with him thar derides anocher,for 

ou wil be hatred by him he derides. And if an acceTiry 
>e hated, ſure much more the principal : and Ithink I way 
ſay, there are many can ſooner fore1ve a ſolemn {4cep cun- 
ti1vance againtt rhem, then one of their jocu/ar reproches : 
for he that de:1gns ſeems ro acxnowledg them coniidra- 
be, buthe that mocks them, teems to thik thium 109 low 
for any thing bur conreme: and we l-arn from 4ritcele,thar 
the mefur2 of an2er 18 entirely taken thence : men being ſo 
far provoked, 2s rhey imnacfine they were ſhzhred or at- 
fronred. I1 mere ſecular wiſdom 1r will rherefore become 
mn toconfider, whether this trade be liketo turn to ac 
count, orwh: thzr it be worth the while, ar once to make a 
Je:t and an enciny. 

12, And if it be Imprudent to make man our en2my, 
tis much more to make God {o, by leve!.mng our blows at 
any thing ſacred : butof that I have already had occaſion 
to ſpeak, and ſha'l not repzte ; only give me leave to ſay, 
that beſides the profaner ſort of jeſts, which more 1mme- 
elarely rfl: on him, he 1s concern'd in ail the unjuit re- 

roches of our brethren, our love to them being confirm'd 

y the ſame diyin= Sanction with qQur rever=pce to him : 
and iurenorhing is more incontifteat with that love, che 
the expoling ch:m to thar contemr we are our ſelves ſo 1tn- 


tienr of. In a word what repute ſoever this practice now 7. 


23S of Wit, itis v-ry far from wildom to provoke God that 
we may alſo diſoblige man : and if we wu rake the Scrip- 
- ture eftimare, we ſha'] find a Scorn 13 no fach honorabie E- 
ither 25 we ſeem to account It. Solomon dots a!'moſt con- 
Rancly ſer ir in oppoſition to 2 wife man : thus 1t 18, Prov, 
9. 8. 3nd again, Chap. 13.1. and mauy other places; and ou 
the 01h2r fide, cloſely links it with the Fool : and that = 
oaly: 
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only in title. but in puniſhment teo, Judgments are prepared 
fer ſtor ner +, and ftripes for the back of foo!s, Prov. 19. 29+ v9 
that if your Wirs think not Solon t0 call for their Cabal 
we ſe har 2 tarn he will give to th:ir preſenc verdict, 

12. And if rhe reproches which 31m only at oftentatin 


of Wit, b-ſo1n nu {itable, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe, that 


are drawn with blacker lines, thar are fougd in Mitice or 
Envy. or ſo.n-und-rmining deHgn? every man thar 31S tobe 
ſupylanred, caunot alwaies be arcaqued wich a down-right 
barrery: perhaps his integrity may be ſuch, that, as'rw3s 
ſaid oi Dawiel, Chap. 6. 4. They cau fnd no cecafion agatrft 
him and when they cannot ſhake the main Fort, they mitt 
try if they can psf; themſelves of the our-works, rule 
ſome pre-adic- againſt his diſcrerion, his humor, his carrt- 
a2e, and his moſt extrenſtcadherenrs, and it by repreſent - 
inz him ridicaloas m any of theſe, 1h2y can vur abate 
mens reverence to him, their confidence of him will not Jong: 
hold out; bar? honety withnur ſore other adornment, b:. 
1n9 lookt on as leaf-lefs tree, no body will truft himſelf to 
its ſhelrer. Thus the enzmies of Secrates, when they con!d 
no other way ſappreſs his reputation, hire4 Ariſtophanes a 
Comic Poet to perlonace him on rhe ſtage, and by rhe in- 
ſnuarions of thoſe interlud2s inſenfibly convei<d firft a 
contemr, and rhen a hatred of him into the hearts of peopl?. 
Bur I ned not brins inſtances of former times 1n this mate 
ter, theſe being ſufficiently verit in chit myſtery, 

14, Iris nor ftranze that men of ſuch dcf1gns, ſhou'd 
faramon 111 their Wir to the ſervice, make their Raillerizs 
as picquant as they can, that they may wound the deeper : 
bur methinks *tts but a mean office th:y affizn their Wir, 
to be ( I will nor ſay the Pander, that being in this Age 
{cacce a titie of r2proach, bur ) the execu'1oner or hanzman 


-, to their malice, Chriit bid3 us be wiſe as Serpenrs, yer adds 


witha!l harmleſs as Doves; Mar. 10. 18> ba. h reche S-rpenr 
has qui: eat up the Dove, an pu's a Vulter in the place, a 
creature of fuch ſagaciry and d1!17enc2 in purſue of the 
P"ey that *ris hard for any arc or innocence to efcape irs 1a- 

OliS, 
15. There is ye: another ſort of Cuntumelious Perſons, 
whu in lceed are not Chargable with that circumſtance, of 
= 4 il 
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Vlimploying their Wir, for chey uſe none in it. Th ſeare 
p=ople whoſe ſole talent isPride &Scorn;who perhaps have 
attained the Sciences of drefling themſelves finely, and 
ea:1ng well, and upon the ftrength of thoſe excellences,look 
faſtidionfly, and tpeak diſdainfully or any that want them 


s - . . . . 
concluding ifa man fall ſhortof theirGarniture ar rheKnees 


and Elbowes, he 1s much inferior to them in the furnicare 
of his Head. Such people think crying, O ridiculous ! is 
an ample Confutation of any thing can be ſaid ; and fo 
they can but ditpife enough, are contented notto be able 
ro ſay why they did fo. There are Iconfeſs, tke molt in. 
nocent kind of Deriders in re{ped of others, whar they 
ſay having noted z enough to cauſe any ſmar:, The great- 
tett hurr they do 1s to theniſs}ves, who rho they much need, 
yet are generally lietlecapad'e of a reſcue, ant there- 
fore I ſhall not clog the pretent diſcourſe with any adviſe 
to them : I ſhall chuſz rather to conctude with enforcing 
my Sr to the former, that they would ſoberly and fad- 
Iy weigh theaccourr they mui oneDay giveof th:Emplot 
mn ac of their-Parts, an:l the more they have hitherto em- 
beaziel them , the more to endeavor ro expiare that un- 
thritcinzfs, by a mor? careful Managery for thefurure:that 
ſo in t-ad of that vain, emry, vaniſhing Mirth they have 


courted her2, they may nda rea), fall, and eternal Satis- | 


faction in the Joy of th=1r Lord, 
SECT YH. 
Of Flattery. 


o 


K+ lat of Verbel injuries to our Neighbor which [ | 


ſhall mention, is Flattery. This is indeed the fa- 1 


raleit wound of the Tongue, carries lealt Smart, 
Þnr infinicly more of Danger, and 1sas much ſupertor tothe 
former, as Gangrene 1s to a Gall or Scratch; this miy be- 
for2 and-vexing,bur that ftupifying and dead'y, Flattery 18 
ſuch a Myſtery, ſuch a Ridl2 of iniquity, thac irs very {oft- 
nefles ar its cruzlleit rigors, its Balm corrodes, and ( to 


comprize all in the Pſalmiſt excellent D2(crzprion) 725 _ 
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an 


are ſmoother thzn oil, and yet be they very ſwords Palm. 65. 21 

2. Bac baſis the miſchiefs of it to rhe Panent, *ris the 
mot diſhonoring the moſt villifying thing to the Agent. I 
Shall nor n2ed ro empann-l a Jury eirher of Moralifts or 
Divines, every mans own breaſt ſurficiently inftructing him 


In th2 unworthyn21s of it, Tis indeed a Collettiveaccumu- 


Iztive Biſeneſs, it being in its Element a compound and 
compiex of the mot ſordid, haceful qualictes incident to 
Mankind, T ſhall inftance in three, viz. Lving, Servility, 
and Trechery, which being dereftably dcform'd fingle, 
muit in Conjunion make up a loa:chlom Monſtrous guilt, 
Now: tho F:attery has two Branches, yer cheſe lhe to ar the 
Root as equally to inflaence borh: for wherher you rake 1t- 
as 1t 1s the giving of praite where it 13 nor du?, or the pro-. 
te{hing of kindneſs which 1s not real, rhele properries are - 
{&11! irs Conititutiye parts. 

3. And firſt we may take Lying to be the very corner 
Stone of the Fabric; for take it away, and the Whole fills 
to the ground. A Parafite would make bur a lean rrade of 
it, that ſhould confine himfelf to rruck. For tho tis poſſible. 
ſo to order t he manner and circumſtances, as to flitrer &« 
ven in the reprzſ{enting a mans real vercues to him, yet com. 
monly if they do not falſify as to the kind, they are forc'd 
to do it as to the degree, Beſides as there are bur few ſuch 
ſubjects of Flartery, ſo only a are men of that Worth ſo re- 
ceprtive of it. Such ſort of addrefles are leſs dangerous to 
thoſe who have perſpicacity to ſee thro them: fo that theſe 
Merchants are under a neceffiry of dealing with the more 
12norant Chapmen, and with them their counterfeit wares 
will go off bet. Ir 1s indeed ſtrange to confider with what 
groſs impudent falſhoods men of this trade vill court their 
Patrons. How many in former Ages hive not only amas'd 
together all ſublunary excellences, bur have even ranſacked 
heaven to ſupply their Flattery, Deified their Princes, and 
petſwaded them they wereGods,who at laſt found theywere 
to die like men? tho the ſtrein be now oat-dated,yet per 
haps tis nor that the vice is grown more modeſt,but thatA- 
theiſmhas rob'd it of thatTopic. Thoſe that believe noGod, 
would rather ſeem to annihilate chen magnify the perſon to | 


to whom they ſhould apply the title, But I do not find thar - 
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the praftrce has any other hounds. A great mans vices 
{hi]] ti! l be called verru-s his defurmines, beauties; and his 
moſt obſurd foli1es, the he1-hrof ingenuity, Such a ſubt1] 
Alchvmilt 1s this Paraſite, rhat he rurns all herouches into 
Sold, imaginary indeed as ro the deluded Perſon, bur oft. 
times real ro hunſelf, Nor is Lving lefs natural to the o- 
ther parr of Flattery, the Profcfhon of ſervice and kind- 
neſs, This needs nv evidencing, and to atteint it woul dhe 
a ſelf Confutarion: for if thofe Profeffions be true, they are 
not Flattery, therefore if they be Flatrery, they mutt needs 


be Lies, It will be almoſt as needlefs to expatiate on the. | 


baſneſs and meanefs of thar im; for tho there is no ſubjz&@ 
thar affords more matter for D-clamarion, yet Lying 1s a 
thans that 18a fhamed of 1t (elf, and therefore may well be 
remitted to its own convictions. T1s Ariftotles obſervation, 
that aH Elements bur rhe Earth, had ſome Philoſopher or 
other, thar gaye1t his vote to be the firſt produtftive Prin- 
ciple of all things and I think we may now ſay, that all 
Crimes have had their Avettors and fautors, ſome body 
that would Rand up in their defence;only Lving is ſo much 
the dregsand refnſe of wickedneſs, that none has yer had 
Bemiry enough to ſublimate it, robring it into ſich a 
rzputarion, that any man will think fir to own ir: rhe grea- 
ter wonder that what is under ſo univerſal a reproch,ſ&ouJd 
be ſo commonly admitred in prattice. But by this we may 
make an eſtimate, whar th2 whole body of Flatrery is,when 
1 one limb of it we find fo much corruption. 

4. Aﬀſecond is Sirvility and Abjzdneſs of humor and of 
this there needs no other proof rhen has bin already given; 
this charge being impleſitly involy'd in the former ofLying 
re condeſcending to thar, being a mark of 2 difingenuous 
ſpirit, accordingly the nobler Hearhens look on it as 
the vice of Slaves and vaſſals, below the liberry of a free 
man, as well as an honeſt. But tho I needno other evidence 
to make good the accuſation,yet everySycophant furniſhes 
me with many ſupernumerary proofs. Look upon fuch a 
one and you ſhall ſee his eres immoveably fixt on his 
Parrons face, warching each look;each glance,and in every 
change of h1s countenance ( like a Srar-gazer ) reading 
his own deſtiny, his Ears chain'd ( ike Gally-flayes at the 

Q1r 
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o2r) to his ditate, ſucking in the moſt initpid difconrſ2s 
wich as much grecdineſs,as if they were the Apothegms of 
the ſeven Sages , his Tongue tunzd only to Panegyricks 
and Acclamarions, his feer in winved morion upon every 
»...nod or other fignihcarion of his pleſure: in a word, his 
whole body (as if it had no other animal {; 1rirs then what 
1c derived from him) varies irs poitures, its exercxes,a> h- 
' finds agrecable ro the humor he 1s ro ſerve. And can hy- 
manity contrive to debaſe ir ſelf more ? Yes it can, and do's. 
| too often , by enſlaving its Diviner part to , taking up not 
| only opinions, Þur even crimes alſo in compliance, p'ay- 
ing the incarnate Devil, and helping to act thoſe vilianes 
which Satan can only ſiggeſt : and if rhis be nor a ſtate of 
abje(t Navcr 7, ſure there 15 none in th2 wor'd, P/utarchreils 
us, tkar Phi/ozenus fer defpiting ſome du'l Poetry of D.eny- 
fri, wa by him c>rd{mned to dis in the Quarries: from 
whence being by the mediation of friends remand*d, ar 
hisreturn Dionyſus produced ſome other of his vertes,which 
aS ſoon as Philozenus had heard, he made no reply, bur ca[- 
ling to the Waiters, ſaid, Ler them carry me again to the Quar-- 
ries. And if a heathen Poer could pr:fer a ccrporeal faves . 
ry before a mental, what name of reproch 1s 'ow encugh 
for thoſe, who can ſubmir to both, in purſuzt of thoſe poor: 
ſordid advantages rhey prof by therr flacteries ? Nor 1s 
this baſenef: more obſervable in thefe mean fawnin:s and 
| obſervances, then it is mn the proteſtations of kindn-ſs and 
; 


Friendhip . Love 1s the grea:<tt gift any man has to be- 
ftow, and friendſhip the facredett of a' moral bonds, and 
to proftirute theſe ro little piri'u! deftyns, 1s ſure one of 
the baſeft cheats we can pur upon our common narare, 1n: 
thus debafins her pureſt and mo cutrenr coin, which by 
theſe frequent adulrerations is b-come fo fuſp ded , thar 
. ſcarce any man knows whac he receiv+'s. But Chriiiian Cha- 
ritv 1s yet worſe uſed in the caſe - for thar oÞ. 1-108 toall 
fincerity, is hereby iaduced ro give gold for drui-, xiFice* 
that Love indeed, and in truth ,. which 18 re:urn:a on 27n- 
Word and in Tongue, 1 joh..3. 16. And fo-1« do's. 1n ;hofe: 
who obſerve 1is rules : butin thoſe who oavn,, yer oÞcrve. 
them nor, *ris ver a-or-acer ſuffer-r, by 'abceinsg under the 


| ſcandal of a their diffunulations. It was once the CharaQter: 
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given Chriſtians, even by their En:mies , Febold how they 
love one ancther : but God knows we may now be pointed 
out by every diftering mark , Behold h:w they deceive and 
delude ore another. And ſure this violation where in cffer to 
our Re!151on, do's not alVay bur aggravate the baſcneſs of 
this practice : for if in the other we ſell our ſelves, in this 
we ſell our God too, ſacrifice onr intereſt inhim to get a ſur. 
repritious title to the favor of a man, And this I conceive 
do's in th2 fecond placenot much commend the Art of Flar- 
tery, which is built up of ſo vile materials. 

5, And to compleat this infamous compoſition, in the 
third place Trechery comes in; a crime of ſo odjous a 
kind, thar ro name 1t 1s to [mplead ir : yer how mtrinſica 
Part this 18 of Flattery, will need no great sk1!l ro evidence, 
daily experience ſufficiently doing it, Tis a common ob. 
ſzryation of Elatrerers, that they are like the Heliotrope, | 
open only towards the fun , but ſhur and contract them-. 
felves at n12ht, and in cloudy weather. Let the objzQ@ of. 
their addorat19n be bur eclipſed, they can (ee none of thoſe 
exccellences which befyre dazled their eyes: and however. 
incoatant they may feem in it to others, they are indeed 
very conſtant to themſelves, true to their fixt principle, of | 
courting the greatneſs, nor the man.;.in purſuir whereof |! 
their old 1dvl is often made a facrifice to their new : all ma- | 
Iicious diſcovery is made of:therr falling friend, to buy an. 
intereſt in the rifing one. Of this there are ſuch crouds of -| 
example$inSrory, that it would be 1mpercinent to ſingle. 
ou; any, eſpecially in an Age tht 1s fitter to furniſh preft-. | 
dents for..the future, then eo borrow of the paſt-1mes. But 
ſuppoſing rhe Paraſite ngt aftually guilty of rhis baſe re- | 
volt (which yet he ſeldom fails to be upon occaſion) yer 18 
he noleſs Trecherous even.in- the - height of his Blandith- 
mencs ; an1 while he moſt-courts a-man , he do's the moſt .) , 
ruinoufly undermine him. For firſt he abuſes him in his.un- | 
derftanding , precludes him from - that- which wiſe men 
hay: judged the moſt effential part Gran, the know- 
ledg of, himſelf, from -which 'tis the main buneſs of the 
(ori ep divert him. And to this abuſe rhere 1s anorher- 
inevitably conſequent : for this ignorance of. his, faults or- 
follies, neceffarily condemns him to the continuing in them,, 
it-} . 
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it being impoſſible for him to think of correfting either . 


the on? or the other, who 15 mz1e believe he has neither, 
This 18 like the trechery of a bribed officer in a Garriſon, 
who will not let the weak parts be fortified, and lays the 


—_ 


man as open to aflaulrs as thar doth the Town. Yet this is | 


not all, he do's not only provide for the continuance, but 
the improving of his crimes and errors, which alas are too 
prolific of themſelves, but being cultivared and manured 


wich perpetual foothings and encouragements, grow imme- 


ſurably Iuxurzant. And this they are ſometimes taught to 
their colt, when they happen among free-men, who will 


not ſubmir to all they ſay, nor commend all they do. And 
finding theſe uneaſy contradictions when they come abroad, . 


they are willing to retire to thetr mott comp!aiſanr compa- 


ny : an1 fo this Sycophant D-vil having once gor them | 


wickhin his circle , miy enchanr them as he pleaſes, lead 


them from one wickedneſs to another, and as Caiign!aand 
o: her volupraous Emperors by beirig adored as Gods, ſunk - 
in their {enſ{ua'iry below the Nature of man, ſo theſe cele- - 


brared perfors areby that falſe veneration animated to all 
thoſe repraachful prattices, which may expoſe them to a 


- 


ral conrem: 3 their follies, as well as their vices till ger - 
head, till they anfiver the defcrtorion the Wiſe man gves . 


of the old Giants, Who fell away in the ſtrength of ther footiſh- 
neſs, Ecclus. 16. 7. 


6. And ſure he rhar botrues a man toall theſe miſchiels : 
may well be thoughr-perfidious. Bur rhat:which infinitly - 


amplifcs andenhances the Trechery 1s, thar all this 1s aft- 
ed under the notion and difzuiſe of a fri-nd ; a relation 10 


5 


ven»rable, tharmethinks 'rs the neareſt ſecular rrauſcripe - 
of the treaſon, which 1s ſtorizd of rhoſe who have admint- - 


ftred Poiſon in the Eucharit, The name of a friend :s.ſuch 


an endearment, as noching human can equal, All ether na- 


tacal or civil ties take their greatelt force from this.- What 
fhgnifics an unfriendly Parenr, or Broth'r, pr Wife ? Tis. , 


friendſhip only thar is the cement which reaily avd effo- 


Aively combines manind.: and therefore we. may. obſerve, , 


S 


that God reckoning uw other rejations, illuſtrates :hein by - 


ſeveral nores of endearm n-, but when he comes to that of « ; 
friendſhip, tis the friend who is as thine 037 ſoul, Deut. 13. 6. , 
: nothing: 2 : 


= 


! 
: 
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nothing below the higheft inſtance was thou zhe expreffive 
enough of that union, What a Legfon of Fiend: then poſ- 
{efſzth men that can break theſe chains Mat. 5. 4. nay that 


ean hammer and fo-ge thoſe very chains m-o daggers and. 


Srilettoes, and make their fri-n<Ifhip an engine of ruine ? 
This is certainly the biackeft clor wher: 1m we? can view a 
Paraſite, his falle izshr ma'+s the ſhalow the more diſmal, 
As the Ap2 hasa peculiar deformity above orhur bruces by 
that aukward and ungraceful reſ-mÞblance he has toa man, 
ſo ſurea flitterer is infinicly the more hitefu! for b-in; the 
vely connterfeir of a Friend. And as this Trechery !1-s at 
the bottom of the Panzgvrics, ſo alſo d9's it of a'l the ca. 
refſes and exuberant kinfneſs of a Fiatrerer, whichif they 
aimed not at any parcicular end of circumvention, mutt yer 
tn the general be trecherous by being falſs. A man looks 
on the love of his friend as one of the richeſt potſ-ſhons 
(upon which account the Philoſopher thoughr friends were 
to be Inventoried as well as goods.) Whar a defeat and diſ- 
comfiture is it to a man when h2 com2?s to uſe this wealth, 
to find it all falſe metal, ſuch as will not anſwer any of 
thoſe purpoſes for which he depended on 1r. There can- 
not ſure be a greater Trechery , then firit ro raiſe a conf. 
denceand then dec-1ve 1r.Bar beſides this fandimenta!falC. 
nefs,rhere ar2 alſo many incidental Trecheries,whichfail in 
2pon occaſion of par ticular d2ſfigns, Aprztence of kindneſs 
iS the univerſal (tale to all baſe projets : by this men are 
1ob'd of their fortunes, and women of their honor: in a 
word'a!ll the wolfiſh deſigns walk under this Sheeps clo- 


thing ; ane as the world goes, men have moreneed to be-.. 


ware of thoſe who call themſelves friends, then thoſe who 
own themſelves enemies, | 

7. Theſe are the lineaments of thts vice of Flattery , 
which ſure do together make up a face of ;noit extreme de- 
formity, I might upon a true account add another, and 
Charge it with folly roo. Iam ſure according to rhe divine 
eftimarftt is always ſo and truly it does nor ſeldom prove 
fo in the ſcalar alſo. Men of this arr do ſomrimes drop 
their vizard before they have got the prize, and rhen there 
15 26thivs in the world that appears ſ conteran1bleſo ally, 


2 barcfac'd Flatterer being every bodies ſcorn, The ſhort 


15, 


. 
Sams so no at. cx ae i. Lay 


It 


WMS ned a ME Ae 


SECE. VL, Of Flattery. 7, 


— 


— — —— 


18 wher2ver this 7ame1s plaid there is alwaies a fool in the 
cf if the paraftce be d=te-d, it falls ro his ſhare 1f he be 


- Noc, tO his whom he deludes. Bur ar the beit tis bur ſubt1il- 


ty and cu ning he can Hoa of; and if he an in his own 
fancy raiſe that ro rhe ovinon of trus Wiſdom, ris a ſ1gn 
h2 15 com* roun4l ro prachc? his d=c1rs upon himſelf, and 
13 48 much his own F.arter-r as he has bin o:hers. | 

8. And now I *now nor whether 1- Þ2 mor2 ſhame of 
won lr to (2 char mn can fo pur oft incenmry, and the 
nativ2 ore»tn2(5 of their kid, a3 to d-ſc-ad ro fo baſe, ſo 
12no le 1 yice. yer a}3s wedaily (e ir don, an] thatnor on- 
ly by th» ſcum and r<fuſ- of ch2 p-ople, ſuch as Fob ſpeaks 
of, rho ure viler then the earth, Cp. 30. 8. bur by P-rſons 
of all co1d1:19ns. Flarrery lice a ſpring forc'd upwards 
af: n1s,18 car?s are by the wit? man ſaid ro deſc2nd,Fe.q0 
4.frcm him that mweareth a lizen frock to him th:t acareth a crown:4 
2! tn:armedial de zr2s ar2 Hut Htke pip-s,which as they ſuck | 
from blow, fo rranſmit it ti) upwards. There arefew fo. 
law but find ſoine body tocajo'e and flitter thzm Som2 an- 
te:eit or other miy ſom-im2> be ro be {-rved even npon the 

2an=(t; and thoſe that tind themſ-lv2s thas ſolicired for 
benefits, are eatly rau ghr by it how to addreſs ro their 19- 
m2ditte ſup -riors, from whom they exp-ct greater. and as 
'tis thus handed from on» ran't ty an»cher, the arc {11 1s: 
more 1yubtilizzd and refined ( God h2'n pnor Princes the- 
while who commonly meer with th-Eli<ir,an 1 quinteffence - 
of this venem and chvs ir pafſ<s thro 31] fares and condt-. 
tions: as they are paſſive on th2 one fid-,an | are flatr-red 
by ſom2,ſo they ar» afive on the other, and flatrer others, 

9. I faya'l conditions, I do not ſay a'! Perſons in thoſe 
conditions. for no rraly 92nerous ſon! can ſtoop fo low bur 
tis too evid-nt t) what a low ebb G-nern'1ry as. well as 
Chri Hanirty 1s 2rown; by the numH-rs of thoſe-who thus 
d22rade chemſelves,everv 'ittlepetty intere{tDems thought 
worth theſe b4ſe ſabmiſſions. Ard ruly it 1s hard:to find,by 
what Topic of perſiva 'on to aſſau't ſuch mec, The mean- 
neſs, or the fin wi” ſcar'e be diffixaſives to thofe who | 
have reconcile them{(elv-s to bot if any thin? can be pertl- 
nncly (aid to them.it math? upon the ſcor2 of intereft, 
Br ther Heirs their grand prinaple, they. canwith No Pre- 
tence d{clame the wffgrances drawn thence .JoLet: 


| 
| 
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10. Let them therefore duly balance the advantages rhey 
project from this practice with the miſchiefs and dangers 
of 1t. Whar they expect 18 commonly eitherHonor or wealth 
theſe they hope may be acquired by their prottrations to 
thoſe, who can diſpence or procure them. Tis true, as 
Honor ſignifies Greatneſs and Power, it is ſomtimes attain - 
ed by it, bur then as it fiznines Reputation and Efteem, 'tis 
as ſure to be lot, He that thus aſcends, may be lookt on as 


with fear, but never with reverence. Now I think tis no | 


od bargain to exchange rhis f:cond notion of Honor for 


en er II ee moans 
w 


the firſt: for beſides the diftcrence in the intrinſic vale, tis | 
to be conſider'd how tottering a Pinacle unmerited Great- ! 


neſs 1s, He that rais'd him to farisfy his humor ar one time 
can ( with moreeaſe and equal juſtice ) throw him down at 
another: and when ſuch 3 man do's fall,he falls as withour 
pity, ſo without remedy, as no foundation on which to re- 


mild his fortune. His Sycophanting arts being deteQed, | 


= ——_—d 


that Game 1s not to be plaid the ſecond time: whereas a | 


man of a clear repurar1on, tho his barque be ſplit, yer he 


faves hisCargo,as ſomching left towards ſetting u P a gan, . 


and ſo is incapacity of receiving benefir nor only from his 
own induſtry,hut the friendſhip of others. A ound piece of 
Timber, if it be not thonghr fit for one uſe, yer will be laid 
by for another: and an honeſt man will probably at one 
time or other be thought good for ſomerhing: 

11. As for the other aim, thar of Wealth,'ris very poſh. 
ble that may ſomtimes be compaſſed; and well it may, the 
flatterer haviz ſeveral Springs t9 feed it by. For he that 


| 


ETSY 


- 


has a grear Patron, has the advantag? of his countenance ' 
and Aurority, h- has that of his bounty and liberality, and 


he hasanocher ( ſomrimes greater then both ) that of his 


negligence aud deceivableneſs. Bur yet all th:ſe acquitt. . 
tions are many times like Fairy mony, what 1s brought one | 


nighr is taken away thenexr.M-n of chis mold ſeldom know 


how to bear proſperity remperarely, and it 15 non-w thing 


. to ſee q Privado carry i: fo hizh, as to awaken the j-alouſy | 


of his promter, which being aſſed by the buſy agg of 
thoſe who envy his fortune, it will beeaſy enough to find 
ſom- flaw in the Gertings by which to unravel the whole 
Web: anevent that has bin oft experimented not on:'y M 


the 


| 
| 


| 


CE —_ 


— 


F m_—— 


_ 


SECT. EE OPlarey. 


. the private man2zery of Famalies, but in the moſt public 


admmiſtrations, And theſe are ſuch hazards, that lai d al- 

together would much recommend to any the Moral of Ho- 
race. Fahle, 3n4 make one chuſe rhe Country Mouſes plain 
fare an1 f5fety, racher then the delicaces of the City with 
ſo much danger. This then is the ſtate of the proſperous 
Paraſite.' Bur alas how many are there who never arrive to. 
this, but are kikt down ere they have clim'd the two or 
three firit roun1s of rhe Ladder,whoſe defigns are fo hum- 
ble as notto afpireahove a Major-Domo, or ſome ſuch do- 
welteck preferm=nt ( for in this trade there are adventures 

ofall fizes. ) Bur upon all cheſe conſiderations, methinks 

it 2ppears, to very inviting on? to any. Atthe long run 


- an hon-{ treedom of fpeech will more recommend a mt, 
e 


then all theſe ſneaking flatteries : we have a very w1 
mans word for 1t,he that rebubeth a man,afternards ſhall find more 
faver then he t hat flattereth with his lips, Prov. 28.23. 

12, But aftcrall thar hatir or can be ſaid,the ſuppreſſion. 
of F'attery will moſt depend upon thoſe Perſons to whom. 
it is 2ddreſt; if ic be not repuls'd there, nothing elſe will 
diſcourage it; and if 1t be, 'ris cruſher in the egg, and, can 
proce no viper. Theſe Vulters prey only on carcafſes, on- 
uch ftupid minds,as have not life and vigor enough to fray 
them away. Let bur Perſons of quality entertain fuch cu- 
ftomers with a-ſevere brow, with ſome ſmarr expreſſion of 
diſlike, thoſe Leeches will immediatly fall of. In Sparta 
when all Laws again theft prov'd ineffectual, ar. lait rhey 
fixr the pzralty on them that were robb'd and by rhat did- 
the buſineſs: and in the preſent caſe, if 'rwere made as in- 
famous to be flatter'd as 'trs:ro flatter, I believe it might - 
have the like effect, Indeed th-re is pretence enough to. 
make ir ſo: for firſt as ro Wit, tht advantage is clear on the 
Flatterers ſide: he muſt be aowezd to have more of that - 
( which in thisAge 15s more then a counterpoiſe to houzfty - 
and as for vertue,the balance ( as to the principal morive } 
ſe:ms to hang pretty even tis the vice ofAvarice that temts-. 
the one to flatter, and the vice of Pride thar makes ir ac-_ 
ceprable to the other. The truth 1s, there is the botrom of- 
the matter: tis that-ſecrer confederate within, thar expoſes. 
ran to.rhoſe afſaults from, withour, We have generaly ſuch , 


- 
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an appetire to praiſe,thar we grcedily ſuck in withour ay- 
ns to examive whether it beiong 10 us or no, or whether 
tr he den-n'd a: a kindnes oras an abuſe. Other njuries 
ruin upon us wi h viulence, and 2ive us notice of rheir ap- 
proch: they may be ſaid to come 1ibe w.iter :n our bowels; but 
zh1s like cjl into cur bones, Pla, 1Cg. 18, penetrates eatily, 
ard undiſcernably, by help of cha; narive proper.iton we 
ha ve toreceiv« it, Tis ther-fure the near concern of all, 
eipecia'ly of :hute white quality moit expoſe them, to 
keepa guard uj.on har rr: ch-rovs immate, Rot to let that 
ſtep into rhe Ta'eio make = baſe Scop hant oar-weigh a 
trae frrend, And wh n ever thoy aceattzcqued with extra- 
vacan Encen ume, jet ch m forrify themi.-lves with this 
Di'emma, e'thcr they hae thoſe excell.nc:s they are prat- 
{cd for, or they have ner if th y have not, ris an appar. nt 
eh:atand cu! , and h- is of a pr. iful forlorn undcritanching 
that delights to be foo?'d: bur if they have, they are too 
£ood ro be expoſed ro ſuch worms who v ul inſtantly wi- 
thertne faire;t gourd, John. 4. 7. 

For as 1t 1s ſaid of the Grazd Sign'or,that no gra's Frowes 
where hi: Forſe once treads fo we may ſay of the Flacterer, 
No vercue ever proſers whire-he 2s aftmire.d If he find 
any he hu2s it till he iff s ir, if he find rene, he fo inal 

oſes the foil, thatno fucure ſe-ds can ever tare raot, In 
ne, heis a miſchief beyor.d (he difcrip!1on of any Chara- 
fter O letnot men then att this Part to themſelves by be- 


mg their own Paraſites ! and then ewill be an eaſy thing to. 


el@pe all others, 


SE T. IX. 
of Boaſting. 


E have now ſeen ſome effe&s of an ungo* 
vern'd 1ongve, as they relate to God and 
our Neighbor. Thex* is yet a third fort 

which refle& upon a mans. ſelf, So unboundedly m:x{chie- 

vous is that p2:u'anc member, that heaven ind ear:h are 


not wide .cnough for its range,, 


Js 


but it wil fond work at. 
home. 
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home roo ; and like the viper, thar after ic had devoured 
its companions, pret'd upon 1:s ſelf, ſoir corrodes inward 
an; becomes 2s fatal to 11S owner, as to all che world be- 
1d-s. 

2, Of this th-re are as many intances, as there ar? im- 
prudent thinvs (aid ,for ali ſuch hive the worſt refl=&tion 
upon the ſpeaker : aur therefore all thar have given rules 
for civil life, have in order to put. it very ſevere re- 
ftrainrs upon the Tongue, that ir run not before the 
judgm nt. Twas th2 advice of Zexo to dip the Tongue in 
the mzd b:fore one ſhould perm it it ro ſpeak. Theo- 
phraſtus uſed to ſay , It was ſafer trufting t9 an unb11d- 
led herſe, then to intemperate ſpeech. And daily experience 
confirms the Aphoriſm ; for thoſe char ſer no guard upon 
their Tongues, are hurried by them inco a thouſand inde- 
cences, and very often into rea! confderable miſchiets, By 
this means men have proved their own delators,diicovered 
their own mott 1mportant ſecrets: and whereas thetr heart 
ſhould have kepta lock upon their Tongues, they have 
g1ven their Tongue the key of their hearr, and the event 
has bin oftas unhappy as the proceeding was perpoſter- 
ous. There are indeed ſo many waies for men tro lofe 
themſelves in theic talk,that I ſhould do the like if I ſhould 
pretend ro trace them, Beſides my ſubx@ leads me nor to 
diſcourſe Ethically, but Chriſtianly of the fanlts of the 
Tongue, and therefore 1 have all a'onz confidered the 
one no farther then it happens ro be rwwifted with the 
other, 

2, In che preſent caſe I hall inſiſt only npon the fault of 
the Tongue,which pertakes of both kinds,and it 15 at once 
2 vice and foi'y, I mcan thar of Boaſting and vaunting a 
mans fe!f. a train ro which ſome mens tongues have 4 
wond-rfa] g!1bneſs. No diſcourſe can be adminiitred, bur 
they will try co turn the tide, and draw ir all into their own 
Chanel,by entertainingyou with long Rories of th:mſelves 
or if there be no room for that, they wi'l art laſt ſcrew in 
here and theie ſome intimations of whar they did or ſaid, 
Yea fo ſtupid a vaniry is this, tharir works a Iike upon all 
marerials' not only their grearer and more 1laſtrious act or 
lentences, bur even their moſt ſi;he and trival ——_ 

< y 


78 The Government. of the Tongue 


by being theirs, th277 thuik acquire a coniderabicnets, and 
are forcibly impoſ=d upon the-company; the very dreams 
of fuch p2ople ftrair commence prophcty, and ore as ſeri- 
ouſl; related, as if they were undoubred revelations. And 
ſure & we rcfl-& upon our Saviours rule, that Out of the a: 
\ bundance of the heart the mouth ſpesketh, we canner but think 
theſe men are very full of rhemſelves:and to be fo, is but a- 
nother fraiſe for being very proud. So it 1s Prile in the 
heart, which is the ſpring thar feeds this perpetual currant 
at the mouth, and under tha: notion weare to conſider it, 

4. And truly there is nothing can render 1t more infa- 
mouse, Pride b2inga vice that of a!! orhers 1s the moſt bran. 
ded in Scripture as mott d.:eſtabie to God, and 1s figna- 
I:zed by the puniſhment to be ſo. This turned Lucifer out 
of Heaven, Nehuchadnezzar our of his Throne, nay ont of hu- 
man ſociety, And tdzed ir ſeems {til ta have ſomthing of 
theſame effet, nothing rendring a man fo inconſtderable; 
for it ſets him above the meaner ſort of commpany, and 
makes him into!lerable ro the better, and to complete the 
parallel, he ſeldom comes to know himſelf till he þerurn'd 
a grazing, be reduced to ſome extremities, 

'5. Bur this Boa'ting arrogant humor, tho alwaies bad, 
yet 1s more or leſs ſo according to the Subject on whichit 
works. if it be only on Natural excellences,as Beaucy Wit, 
or accidental acquiſitions asHonor, Wealth,or the like, yet 
even here tis not only Theft,but a Sacriledg; the g'ory of 
thoſe being due only to the Donor,not to the receiver, there 
being not ſo much as any prediſpoſition in the ſubject to 
determine Gods bounty. He could have made the moſt de 
formed B=-ggar as handſome and as rich, as thoſe who moſt 


pride themſelves in their wealth and beauty. No man fan- | 
cies himſelf to be his own Creator, and tho ſome have affu- | 
med to bethe Archite&s of their own fortunes, yer the fre- | 
quent defeats of mens induſtry and contrivance, do ſuſfici- | 


ently confure that bold pretence, and evince, that there 1s 
ſomthing above them, which can either blaſt or proſper 
their attemts. What an invaſion then 1s it of Gods right, 
ro ingrolſs the honor of thoke things being don, which were 
not at all in their power ro do? and Cure the folly 1s as 


great in reſpeR of men, asthe fin 1s rowards God. This 
boaſting 
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boaſting like a heavyNurſe,overlaies the Child: the vanity 
of ch3t quire drowns the notice of the things in which tis 
fonun:e:and men are not ſo apt to fay,ſuch a man is Hand- 
ſom, Wiſe, or Great, as thar he 1s proud upon the fancy of 
beinz ſo .In a word, he that celebrates his own exceilen. 
c:s muſt be content with his own applauſes, for he will get 
none of others, un!-(s ir be from thoſe fawning Sycophants, 
whoſe praiſes are worſe then bitt-reſt Decrattion. 

6. An yer fo fottiſh a viceis Pride, that it can mak e- 
ven rhoſ- infidious Fiatterics matter of boaſt, which is a 
mich mor<1rrational object of it then the former. How ea- 
gerly do ſom* men propagare every little Encomium their 
Parziites make of them? with what guſt and ſenſualiry will 
they cell how ſuch 2 jeſt of theirs took, or ſuch a Magnifi- 
cence was admired? Tis plefant to fee what little arts and 
dexterities they have to wind in ſuch things into drſcourfe : 
when a!as it 2mounts to no more then this, that ſome have 
thought rhem fools enough to be flatrer'd, and ris odds 
but the hearers will think them enough ſo tobe laughtat, 

7, Bur there is ver another subjed ofBoaſting more foo- 
11Þ,and more criminal too then either of the former, and 
that i3 when men vaunt of their Piery, which if it were true, 
w-re vet lefs owing to themſelves then any natural endow- 
ment.” For tho w2 donat arail att cowards them, yer do 
we neither obract ; bur m the operations of Grace tis 0- 
therwiſt; we have there 2 principle of oppoſition, andGad 
never mikes us h13 own tif he ſubduz that and rho he do 
irnnt by an irrefiſtable force bur by ſuch £veer and gentle 
I12nuations, that we are ſomrimes captivated er? we are 
aware: yet that do's not impzach his right of conqueſt, bur 
only ſhews him the more gracious conqueror. Tis true in 
refpett of the event we have great caufe of exultance and 

joy, Gods ſervice being th? moſt perfe& fredom; yer in 
regard of the efficiency, we have have as litrle matter of 
BoaRt, as the Curprized City as 1n the triumphs of 1ts v1- 
or, ; 
8. Butſ>cond!y either this vaunted Piery 1s not real,and- 
then 15 good for nothing, or elſe by being vaunced be- 
comes to, If it be nor real, tis then the ſuperadding Hy - 


pocrily rothe former ſacritedg, an attemt ar once to _=—_ 
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God ancl cheat men, and an the event nſ{ually renders th*m 
. haceful ro both; to Gol ( who cannot be mocked ) it qo's 16 
at the 1n{tanr, ahd ſeldom mifſes to do fo at lait ty men, 
' An Hypocrire has a long par: to act,and if his memory fail 
him bur in any one ſcene, his p'ay 15 {poiſed: fo that his 
hazards are fo great, that ris as lictle prudent as {13 honeſt 
tro ſer up the trade, eſpecially in an age when Pity 1t ſeif 
15 3t ſo low a price that 1ts Counterfeit caunor{pals for much, 
Bur if the pizrty be indeed rrue, the Boaſting it blaſts it, 
makes it utcerly infignificant. This we are told by Chi/t 
himſelf, who aſſures us thar even the moſt Chriitan actions 
of priter, aim2s, and fatiing, muit expett no other reward 
( when boaſted ) then the fought-for applauſe of men, Mat, 
6. When a man ſhail mike his own rouzue therramper of 
his Alms, or the echo of bis Pi aters, he carves, or rather 
{natches his own reward, &mutit not lookGod ſhould hea 
more upon him the recompence of his pride he may indee 
look for from him, but that of his vertue he has foreftall'd, 
In ſhort, piety is like thoſe lamps of old, which maintain'd 
their li2htſome ages under ground,bur as ſoon as they took 
atr expired. And ſurely there cannot be a more deplorable 
folly, then thus ro Joſe a rich ſewel, only for the pitiful 
Pleſure of ſhewing it: 1ts the 1,umor of Children and Idiots 
who muſt be handing their birds tiil they fly away, and 
it ranks us with them 1n Point of difcrecion, tho not of in- 
NACENCE, 

9. From the view of theſe particulars we my in the 
groſs conclude that this oft-ntation 1s a mot fooliſh fin, 
ſuch as never brought in advanra ge to any min, There 1s 
no vice ſo undermines it felfas thiz do's. tis glory it ſeeks 
and inſtead of gaining that, it loſes common ordinary eft1- 
mation, Every body that ſe:s 2 bladder pufr up, knows tis 
but wind that fo ſfiwels 1t: an4 there 1s no ſurer argument 
of a lizht frothy brain then this bubbling at the mouth, In- 
deed ther? is nothing rend-rs any man fo contzmcible, ſo 
utterly uſeleſs ro the world: it exciudes him a/mou* fromall 
commerce, makes him uncapadble of receiving or doing Aa 
benefit. No man willdo him a good rutn, bcauſe he fore- 
ſees he will arrogate it to himfelf,as the effect of his merit 


and none ( that are not in ſome great exigence ) will re- 
CElve 
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c:ive one from him, a3 knowing 1t ſh1'] be nor only pro- 
claim-d, ba: m3 .nif92d mach abov+ the irae worth, There 
ſeems ro b2 bu- on -purpoſe for which he ſerves, and thar 
1s to b-ſpnrr for h13 company. an1 thar he ſeldom fails ro 
be, for 1: theſ> 2m ſome da12s men wil no: lolſe fach an 
opporrunicy of diverrifementand cherefore will purpofey 
give him hints, which may pat him upon his Rhodoman- 
tades.I do noc {pear this by way of enwuri1gem-nr to rhem 
bur only to ſhew theſ2 vaporers,ro whar ſcorn thy expoſe 
thomC-Hyes,and what advantage they £1ve to any that have 
2 min] to abuſe rh-m for they need not bear any pains for 
i:,they do bur frim with their ffream; an approving nocl 
or ſniile ſ-ryes to drive on the detizn, 2nd make them dif- 
play themſelves more diſfidvaptagioutly, more ri diculou(- 
Fo: then rh- moſt Saryrical Character cou'd pofibly do, 

10. Bar beiides theſe ſportive projzets,ſfach a man Jaies 
hinfſeif open ro more danzerous circumventions. He that 
ſhaws himſelf ſy enamour'd ofpraiſe that C{ Narciſſus like ) 
dotes on his own refl ions, is a fit prey for Flatterers, and 
ſuch a Cacraſe wilinever want thoſe Eagles.when his weak - 
part is once difcern'd ( as it muſt ſoon be when himſelf 
publiſhs it Jhe ſha!l quickly be furrounded with aſſailants, 
The lait S-&ticn has thewel the miſery of a man fo belteged 
therefore I ſhail not enlarge} on ir here, this mention being 
only incenled to evince how apt this vain glorious humor 
IS to b:tray men to It. , 

11. Theſe ar? competent Specimens of the fo!'y of rhis 
vice: but it ha3 yer a farther aggravation, thar 1r precludes 
all means of growing wiſer. Tis S-lomens afferrton, Seeft 
thou a man wiſe 1n his own eonceit?there is more hope of a fool then of 
hm, Prov. 25. 12, and the reafon 1s evidenr,for h- diſcards 
the two grand inftruments of Inſtruction, Admonition and 
Obſcrvation. The former he thinks ſuperſeded by his own 
Perf-&ions , and cherefore when any ſuch friendly office 
Is attemrted rowards him, he 1mpares 1t elther ro Envy, and 
adz{re to ec'ipſc his Juſtre by finding ſom ſpot, or eile to 
Tgnorance and incapacity of eftimating his worth. the one 


| heenterrains with, Indignation, the cther with difdainful 


Pity. As for obſervation, he fo circumſcabes it within 
himſelf, that it can never fetch inany thing from withour, 
Readin g 
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Reading of men has bin by ſome thought the mot fada'e 
and expedit:M-thod for acquiring Knowledg: and tare for 
ſome kinds of Knowledg ir 1s: but then a nan muſt not un- 
ly read one Author, much leſs the one worit he can pick 
out for aimfelf, Tis an old rrue ſaying, He that 131 18 own 
Pup! ſhall have a Foo! for his Tutor and truly h- tat fv- 
dies only himſeif, will be like to make bur a forry Provrets 
Yet this 1s the cate of arrogant men: they lofe ali rhe bene- 
fit ofConverſat1ion,and when they ſhould be enrichinz their 
M.nds with for-1gn treſure, they are cnly coun 312 over 
their own (tore. Inftead of adver:inz to thoſe ſober diicourſ- 
ces whieh th-y hzar from orhers,they are perhaps watching 
to Interrupr them by ſom? pompous Srory of ch-mſelv<z,or 
at leaſtinthe abunyvance of rheir ſelf-tuthciency,think rhey 
can ſay much better things, MajeXeriliy obrrude cheir own 
notions,and fail a reaching when t1s fitter they ſhould learn 
and ſure to be chus forward ro iay out, and take no care to 
brig in,muit needs end ina Bankrupr itare, Tis true I con- 
fe\s the ftndy of a mans-ſe:f 1s ( rizhtly taken ) the mot 
uſctul parr of Learning, but then it muit be ſuch a S:udy as 
brin2s him to know himſelf, which none do ſo littleas theſe 
men,who 1n this are like thoſe filly women th-:Apoſtle de. 
{cribes,2 Tim .3.7. who are ever learring vet never attain. And 
*ris No wonder, for they begin at the wrong end, make no 
inquiry into thetr faults or defetts , but fix their Conrem- 
placion on:y on their mor? ſplendid qualiries,with which 
are ſodazled,that when you bring them to the darker parrs 
they of themſelves, 1r fares with them as with thoſe that 
co me newly from gazing en the Sun,they can ſee nothing, 
12. And nowhaving dille&ted this ſwelling vice, and 
ſeen whar it is that feeds the tumor, the cure ſugyeſts it ſelf, 
If che diteaſe be found in Pride rhe abarins that 18 the moſt 
natural and Proper remedy and truly cone would think that 
mere weighing of the foregone contideration,might prove 
ſuihcient allates: to 1t, Yer becauſe wher: hamors are tur- 
gent, tis neceſſary not eniy to purg them, but aſo to 
ſtrengthen the infeſted parts, I ſhall adventure to give ſome 
few advices by way of For:1fcation and Anridote, 


13.1n the firſt place thar of cheApoſtle offers it ſelf romy: 
hand, Look net every man on his own things but every man. alſt - 


{ 
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the things of ethers. Phil. 2. 4. A counſ-l whach in 2 diftor- 
ted ſenie ſe2ms to be roo mntch practiced, We are apr to 
app:y it ro worldly advantages, and 1n that notion not to 
look on our own things with thankfulneſs, but on other 
mens with envy. We apply 1c alfoto errors and fins,& look 
not on our own ro correet and reform, but on others to de- 
ſpiſe and cenſure. Let us at Jaſt rake 1r m the genuine ſence, 
and nor look on our own excellenci-s,bur thoſe of others, 
Weſee in all things how deſuetude do's Contract and narrow 
our facu]ties, ſo thar we ean apprehend only thoſe things 


- wherein we are converſant, lhe droiling Pelant ſcarce 


thinks there 15 any world beyond h15 own Village, or the 
neighboring Markets, nor any gatry beyond thar of a Wake 
or Morice; and m:n who are accultom'd only to rhe admi- 
ration of themſelves, think rhere 1s nothing beſide them 
worthy of revard, The unbred minds muſt be a little ſent 
i an; made aequainred wirh thuſe excellences which 
God has betowea on other men, and then they will nor 
think themſe]ves like Gideons flzece co have {uct up all rhe 
dew of heaven: nay perhaps, they may, find rhzy rather 
anſwer the other part of the miricle; and are drier then 
their neighbors. £,-r them cher fore puc chemt<!ves 1n this 
courſe. obſerve d1iigently all rhe good thar 1s viiblein 0- 
ther m-n: and when they find themſelves mounting 1nt9 
their aititudes, let them clog their wings with the remem- 
brance of thoſe who have out-ſoir'd them, not in vain op1- 
nion, but in true worth. Tis nothing bur the fancy of fin- 
guiarity that puffs us up, To breath,to valk;to hear,to ſee, 
are exce.lent powers,yet no body 1s proud uv; them,becauſe 
they are common to the whole kind: and therefore 1f we 
would obſerve the great number of thoſe that equal, or 
exceed us, even in the more approfriate endowments, we 
ſhould nor pur ſo exc<flive 2 pric2 upon ourfelyes, 

14. S2condly if we will n2eds bc refletinys upon our 
ſelves, let us do it more ingenuouſly, more equally: ler us 
take a true ſurvey, obſerve as well the barren as che fereil 
part of the foil: and if this were don, many mens value 
would be much fhort of what they are willingto ſuppoſe it. 
Did we but. compare our crop of Weds and Nettles, with 
that of our Corn, we muſt either think our ground 1s poor, 

or 
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or our {e'ves vry 1] huzHands, When ther2fore the r2col.. 


lection of etther real or (:nJied worch begins to make us 

 aery, ler us condemie agam by th-r:memnrance cf our tins 
and tol!y tis ths on:y poilihle ſervice they can d5 us, and 
conidering how dear they ar- ro cot ns, we had no need 
lote rh1s once accidental advaniage, In cis fntfe Stir may 
caſt out $1tan, our vileſt gailes hip to reject our rid; and 
did we we'! MInAg2 this on+ trial gems, nt hin, woutd 
giv us myr2 canſe of irmmp.h, then molt of thoſe things 
for which we fo tpread ger plumes I do nor tay we ihould 
contract new £11lis to mace us hamble, Gol imoaws we 
need nor, we have ail of as enough of the old fock if we 
would bur tins empioy them, 

15, Inthe !aſt place I ſhould adviſe thoſe who are apt 
to talk b17 things cf rhemfſelves, roturn intc. ſome other 
road of di{courte. for If chey are their own Theme, their 
ton 2nes will as naturally tarninto Eulogles, as2 horie do's 
into that Inn ro which he1s cufttomed, Ailhibirs do require 
ſome lirrle excefs of rhe contrary ro thr cur- for we have 
not {9 juit a ſcant!ing of- our ſelves, as to know toa grain 
what will level the fc1ies, and place us in the ri2h: Medio- 
crity. Let mzn therefore rhar have this infiriniry, than 
(as prudence and interits p{rmirs )all di:cunrſeof rhem- 
ſelves,nll they can ſever it from that unh32ppy app:ndage 
They will not be ar all the leſs acceptabie company,it be- 
ins generally th:ughr none of che bet parts of breeding,;o 
talk much of ones ſelf. for -ho it b2 don fo as not to argue 
pride, yet 1t -lo'> 15norance of more worthy ſu9j ts, 

16. I ſhould here conclude chis S-aion, bur that thrre 
1s ano. her fort of vaunting Taik, which was not wellyr2dy- 
cidle ro any of rh- former Heads, rhe Subj-& matter d-1ng 
vaſtly diitane. for i thoſe the Boaitins was founded 
ſome eicher rea! or ſy>poſed worth, but in this in B3ſeneſs 
and villany. Ther2are a Genzration of men, who have re- 
moved 211 che Lin-l-mar xs wh.Ch heir Fathers (nay even 
the Father of Saris ) have ſer, reverit the common no1- 
ons of Humanity, and call evi! good, and gnod evil, afid 
thoſe? thinzs which a mod-rar- 1impurlence wouid bluſh to 
bz ſurpi1zed in, they aor only proc ame bur boait of, blow 
th: Trumper as much before rhelr crun?s, as others before 

ther 
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their good deeds. Nay ſo much do they affe&t this 1ver- 
ted torr of Hypocriſy, that they own more wickednefs 
then they a, affume to have made Praftical the hizhett 
Specalations of villany,and hke the: Devils Knights errand, , 
pretend to thoſeRomanric atchievemer:ts, which the veriett 
Fiend incarnate could never compals, TheſeſuchProdigies, 
ſuchMonſters of villany,r hat tho they arethe objeas ofGriet 
and V/onder, they are not of Countel.Men who rhus rave, 
we may conclude their brains, are rurn'd and cn2 may as 
weil real Lectures at Bed!am as treat with fuch. Yer we 
know hit there ſharp correctienz recover craz2d men to 
Sobri.ty:3nd then therrCure lies only m the band o f Civil 
Joirice:1t that would take them ar their words, rec-176 
ther brags as Confeſſions and puniſn them accordingly,it 
may be a little r:al ſmartwould corre& this mad Itch, and 
reach them nor to glory in their ſham», Phil. 3. 19% 

in the mcan time'let others who are not yer arrived to 
this h.1ghr, conltider berimes, thar a'l indulgent practice of 
fin is the dire& Road to it, and according to the degrees 
of rhar indulgence they make more or leſs haſt.tH2 thar 
conſtantly and habitually iudulges, rides upon the Spur, 
and will quickly overtake hisLeaders.Nay if it be bur rhis 
oncev1ce of yamty,ir mayfinally bring him to their ſtare, H= 
that loves ro brag, will ſcarce find exerciſe enough for that 
faculty mn his ver:ues, and therefore may at, laſt be'remred 
to take in his yices alſo, Burt thac which 1s more ſeriouſly 
conſiderable is,thar pride 1sſo provoking to AlmightyGod, 
that 1t of.en cauſes hin to withiravw his Grace, which 184 
Donative he has promiſed only to the bumble Iam. 4. 6, And 
indeed when we turn thac Grac? in wanrunaels, as rhe 
Proud man do's who is pamper'd by it into 1gh conceits 
of bimſcif, tis not probable God will any longer profii;ute 
his favors to ſuch abuſe. The Apoſtle obſerves it of the 
Gentiles, who had in contradiction of rherr na.firal lighe @- 
bandon'd th=mſelves to vi'e Ido atries, thar God after pave 
thew upto a re; robate mind ant vile affeFicns, Rom. I. 25 26, 
Bat the Proud now fi;fl2 2 much clcarcr {1;ht, and give ub 
themſelves to as baſe an Jdolatry, rhe adorarinn of then. - 
ſelves. and thereforetts bur equal to expect God ſhou'tl 
Ueſert them, and ( as ſome Na-ions have Dncd their dyt- 
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diſeaſes) permit them to celebrate even their fowleſt enr- 
mities, The appiication of all I ſhall ſumup in the words 
of the Apoſtle, Rom. 11.4 21. Take heed alſc that he ſpare not 
thee, 


SECT KL, 
Of Quernlonſtſs. 


T, O this of Boaſting may not unfirly be ſubjon'd 
another incrdidancy of the Tongue, viz. Mur- 
muring and complaining, For tho thele faults 

ſeem to differ as much in their complexions, as Sanguine 

10's from Meluaeholy, yetthere is notkins more frequent 

then to ſee them united 1n the ſame Perſon. Nor 1s this a 

conjunction of a latter date,bur is as old as St. Jude's daies, 

who obſerves that the murmurers and complainers are the very 

ſame with thoſe who ſpeak great ſwelling words, Jude. 16, 


2. Nor are we to wonder to find them thus conjoined, if 


we conſider what an original cognation and kindred they 
have, they being ( however they ſeem divided ) ſtreams 
ifuing from rhe ſame fountain. For the very ſame Pride 
which promts a man to vaunt and over-yalue what he 1s, 
do's as forcibly incline him to contemn and diſvalue what 
he has; whilit meſuriny his enjoiments by that vaſt Idea he 
has form'd of himſelf, *tis impoiftble bur he muſt think 
them below him. ES 

3. This indeeq is the true original of thoſe perpetual 
complainings we hear from all ſorts and codditions of men. 
For let us paſs thro all Degrees, all Ages, we ſhall rarely 


rarely nd a ſingle Perſon, much leſs any number o f men, 


exemt froin this Querulous, this ſullen humor: as if that 
breaihof life wherew1ch God originally inſpired us , not 
to minznfv his beunty, bur to accuſe his illiberairy, and 
Iike the difmailer ſort of inſtruments, could be runed to 
no other Streins but thoſe of Mourning and Lamentation, 
Every m2: contributes hs note to this doleful Harniony, 


anc after all thar God has don to oblige and delight man, - 


- 
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kind ſcarce any man is farisfied enough,l wiilnot ſay ro be 
thankful, bur to be pati:nt. For alas what Tragical com- 
plainrs do men make of their infllicity,when perhaps their 

roſpericy 1s as much the eny1ous out-cry of others? every 
x defear of a deſign of an apperire, every little diſre- 

3rd from thoſe above them, or leſs folewn obſervancz 
Nom thoſe below them, makes their Heart hot within they, 
Plal. 39. 3. and thz tongue ( that combuitible parc)quick- 
ly rakes fire and breaks out into extravagant exclamirions, 
Ic is indeed ftrange ro fee how welghty every the triviall- 
eft thinyfis when a paſhon 1s caſt 1nco the ſcale with jt how 
every rhe flightett inconvenience or uy want preponde- 
rates hundreds of great (ubſtaunal blefſings: when indeed 
werelt inan inſtince asvzr fo contiderable, it conld be no 
juſt Counterpoiſe. Yetſo cloſely 1s this corruption inter. 
woven with our conſticurion,that it has ſomrimes prevail'd 
even upon good men. Facob tho he had twelve ſons, yer up« 
on the ſuppoſed death of one <eſpis'd then: the com- 
forts of all the,rett, and wich an obftinate ſorrow reſolves 
to go mourning to his Grave, Gen. 35.37. David after that 
honal vidory which had preſery'd his life, reinſtated him 
in his Throne, and reftor'd him to the Ark and Sanctuary, 
yet ſuffer'd the loſs of his rebellious ſon, who was the Au- 
thor ofhis danger,rooverwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance. 
and inſtead ofHyrans and praiſes, breaks eur into eju/3r10ns 
and effeminare wailings, 2 S2m 18. 33. 

4. Bur God knows the moſt of our complaints cannot 
prerend ro ſuch confiderable motives. they are not the bow 
1s of a Facher, the imprefſ2s ofNature that excite our repin- 
ings, but the impulſes of our luits and inordinare apperires 
Our diſcontents are uſualiy ſuch as 45b'sfor his nz19hbors 
vineyard, Haman's for Mordecar's obeiſance, A4chizophel's fot 


| having his connſel rejz&ed. Every diſappointment of 


our avaric ambitions, and pride, fill's our heart with bir= 
terneſs and our moaths with clamors, For if we ſhould ex« 
amine the namerous complaints which ſound in every cor- 
ner, ic wou'd doubtleſs be fornd that the greatet parr of 
them have ſome ſuch original: and that whether the pre. 


, tzxded grievances be public or private. For the firſt; many 


2 man 1s a ſtate malecontent, merely becauſe he ſees 
E 2 anKhet 
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another advanced to that honor or wealth which h2 thinks 
he has betrer deſery'd. He is alwaies inveighins againſt 
tuch un2qual diftriburions,where the beſt ſerviczs(ſach you 
m1y v2 ſure his own are) are thevortt rewarded : nor do's 
he everceiſe ro predit public runes, till his private are 
repaired, But as 1oon as that 1s don,his Augury grows more 
mild:and as if the eſtate and he were like Hippocraces's twins 
k1s recruits £1ve new vigor to that, and il] his next ſuit 1s 
denied, every thing 1s well admimiſtted. So full alias mnar2 
of themſelves , that tis hard to find any the moſt ipiendid 
Pretence which h3s not ſomthing of that at the bottom and 
would every man ranſack his own heart, and reſolve not to 
caſt a tons till he had far{t cleer'd it of all tinifter reſpeds, 
Perhaps rhe number of our complaints would be much a- 
bated. 

5. Nor 1s it otherwiſe in private diſcontents, Men are apt 
to think rhemſcives 11] uſed by any man who will not ſerve 
their intereſt or cherr humor, nay ſomiumes rhe1r vices; and 
a72 Drone 1n all companies to arraign ſuch ag ur pant per- 
ton, as 1t 12 were an enemy to mankind, becaute h- 1s not 
a ſlave to their will. Nay many have quarrel'd even with 
rheir d<areſt frtends, becauſe they would not aſſiſt them to 
th-ir own raine, or have ſtriven to divert them from it : '{o 
t;rcible are or propenſions to mutiny , that we equally 
cake occaiions from benefits or injuries. 

6. Bit che hizheft and moſt unhappy inftance of all is 
our b=haviour towards God, whoſe allotments we diſpute 
wich theſame or rather greater boldneſs then we do thoſe 
of min. Wharc elſe mean thoſe impatient murmurs at thoſe 
thinzs> Which ar2 the immediate iflues of his Provi- 
dence © Such are our native blemiſhes, diſeaſes, death of 
fri-nds* ani che like, Nay what indeed are our diſpleſures 


Even ac thoſe things which we pretend to faſten upon a ſe- | 


cond Cante ? For thoſe bins ail under this ſubordination 
of the firſt, cannot move bur by its permiffion, This holy 
PF will diicern'd, and therf.,r2 do's not indite the Chalde- 
73 or $42ea1s for his plund:r, bur knowing they were but 
1Qruments, he bmifely acknowledges, that there was d 


en = - o = "mg . ; . Q 
hi2herageat in his loſs, The Lord hath taken away, Job. 1.2% | 
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gain{t Heaven : this Querutous huinor carrying aiways an 
1mP-1cite repuznance to Gods dilpofals. but where 1t 1s 11- 
dulged to, it utually 1s its own expoſitor, and explicitely 
avows ir, charges God fooliſhly, 3nd by impiozs murinurs. 
blaſphemes that power whi:h 1t cannot refit. Indeed the 
progreſs 18 very natural for our imparicnces at man fo fivell 
into mutinies againſt God : for when the mind is once im- 
bitter'd, it diſtinguiſhes not of obj-&s , but indiflercntly 
lets fly 1ts venem. He that frets himſetf, the Prophet tells us, 
pill curſe his Ki ng, nay his God, 11a, $, 21. and he that quar- 
relsat Gods diſtributions, 1s in the dire road to dee his 
Being. 

7. By this we ou eſtimate the danger of our diſcon- 
tents, which tho at firſt they are introduced by the inordi-. 
nate love of our ſelves, yerare very apt to termmate in h3- 
tred and Blaſphemies againſt God. He therefore that would 
ſecure himſelf from the higheſt degree, muſt watch againit 
the loweſt ; as he that would prevent a total Inundation, 
mait avert the ſma!leſt breach in his Banks. Not but that 
even the firſt beginnings are in themſelves well . worth our 
guarding : forabſtratting from all the danzer of this enor- 
mo us increaſe, theſe murmurings{ like a mortiferous Herb) 
are poiſonous even 1n their firſt Spring, before they arrive t9 
their ful maturity. To bealwaizs moralizing the Fable of 
Prometheus upon one's ſelf, playing the Vultur upon one's 
ownentrails, 15 no deſirable thing,rho we were accountable 


| to none but ourſelves for it : todipour tongues in Gall, to 


have nothing in our mouth bur the extra, and exhaltation 
of our inward bitterneſs, 1s ſare no great Senſualiry. So that 
did we conſult only our own eaſe, we might from thar fingle 

Topic draw Arguments enouzh a2aintt our murmies., 
$. But beſides our duty and eaſe, our credir and reputa- 
=. lun » 
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gen make their plea alſo, Fortitude is one of the nobleſt of 
moral vertues, and has the luck to appear confiderable 
even tothoſe who deſpiſe all the reſt. Now on? of the moſt 
Proper and emment ads of rhat is , che bearing adverſe 
events with an evenneſs of temper. This paſſive valour 1 as 
much the mark of 2 great wn the ative, nay p2rhaps 
more, the later being often owing to the Animal, this to the 
rational part of man, Ard ſure we muſt ſtrangely have cor- 
ruprted: he principles of Meralit, as well as Rel:gion,if eve- 
ry turbulent unruly Spirit, thar fills the world with bloud 
avd rapine, ſhall have his ferity called gallantry; yer that 
ſober courage, that maintains it ſelf againſt all rhe ſhocks 
ef Fortune, that keeps its poſt inſpight of the rudeſt en- 
counters, ſha!l not be allowed ar leaſt as goad a name. And 
then on the centrary wemay conclude, rhat to ſink under e- 
very crots accidear,to be till whining and complaining,cry- 
ms out upon every touch, 1s a note of a mean degenerous 
1oa!, below thedignity of our reaſonahle narure. For cer- 
tamly Goct never gave us reaſon for ſo unkind a purpoſe, as 
enly ro quicken hnd inhance the reſentment of our ſuffe- 
rMgs, but rather ro controle thoſe diforders,which the more 
tumulcuous parr of us, our ſenſes areaptty raiſein us: and 
weare ſo far menand no farther, as we uſe it to that end, 
+ Therefore if the diftares of Religion cannot reſtrain our 
murmurs, if we ar2nor Chriſtians enough to ſubmit to the 
divine precepts of mezkneſsandacqnieſcence: yer let us at 


leaſt keepwithin theſe bounds which mgenuous nature has | 


ſer ns, and or by our manly impatiencies enter common 
with Brutes and Animals. 

9. Nay I may farther add,if neither for Gods nor our own 
ſakes yet for others,for humane ſociety ſake, this querulous 
inclination ſhould be ſappreſt; there being nothing thet 
renders 2 mnn more unpleſant, moreuneaſy company. For 
(befides that *ris veryapt to ventit felf upontthofe-with 
whom he convetſes, rzndrin g him capricious and exceptt- 
ous; and tis a harſh,a grating ſound to heara manaſways 1m 
the complaining Key )nv man would willingly dwell withm 
the noiſe of ſhreeks and groans and the exclamatios of the 
diſcontented differ fromthoſe only by being more artic1- 
lae. It 1s @ very unwelcom 1importunity,to entertain a n.ans 
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company wich remonſtrances of his'own infilicites and miſ- 
adventures; and he that will relate all his grievances to 0- 
thers, wHl quickly make himſelf one to them. For tho he 
that 1s full of the inward ſenſe ef them, rhinks it rather an 
eaſe then oppreſſion to ſp:ak them our yet the caſe 1s far 
otherwiſe with his Audirors: they are perhaps as much ta- 
ken up with themſelves; 2s he 1s, and as little at leiſur? to 
coulides his concerns, as he theirs. Alas we are not now 
in thoſe prim:trve dates, when there was as 1t were ons 
common ſenſe among Chriſtians, when if one member ſufer'd 
all the members ſuffer'd with it, 1 Cor, 12. 26, T hat Charity 
which gave that ſympathetic motion to the whole, 15 now 1t 
ff b-num'd, flowsrarely beyond the narrow compaſs of 
our perſonal intereſt; and therefore we cannot expect that 
men ſhould be very pari-nt of our complainrs who are not 
concern'd in thz cauſes of them. The Prieſt anſwer to Judas 
do's ſpzak the ſenſe of moſt men in the caſe, 1/hat is that to- 
u5? See thou tt hat, Mat, 27.4. I do nat deny bur rhar the 
diſcharging ones griefs into the boſome of a trye friend, is 
both innocent and prudent: nay indeed he that has ſuch a 
trefure, is unkind ro himielf if he uſe it not. But that which 
I wonld diffiwade, is the promiſcuous ule of this liberty in 
common converſation, the ſariſtying our Spleen, when we 
cannot eaſe our hearts by it, the load declamings at our 
mifery, whichis ſeldom ſever'd from as fevere refledtions 
on t hoſe whom we ppotc the cauſes of it; by which no. 
thing can be a2quired but the opinion of our Imparience,to 
erhaps ſome ney grievance from ſome, who think them- 
elves concern'd to vindicate thoſe whom we aſperſe, In a 
word 'r's as indecent as 1t 18 unacceptable, and we may ob- 
ſerve all men are willing to ſlink our of ſuch company, the 
Sober for the hazards,and the Jovial for the unpleaſantneſs, 
So that the murmerer ſeemsto be turned off t o the com- 
pany of thoſe doleful Creatures which the Prophet menti- 
ons, which were to inhabit the raines of Babylen, 13, 21. For he 
» - Converſation to all men, tho the wortt of all to him - 
elf. 

10. And now upon the foree of all theſe conſiderations, I. 
may reaſonably impreſs the Wiſemans Counſe], Therefore 
beware of murmuring, Wiſd, 1. 11. And indeed it 15 yot the 
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Frecept of the wiſe man alone , bur of all who have made 
any juit prerence to thar title, For when we confider thoie 
exce!lent lefures of contentation and acquicfcence, where- 
with the writings of Philofophers abound, ?ris hard to ſay 
whether they ſpeak more of inſtruction or reproach to us, 
When their confuſed notions of a Deity had given them 
{uch imprefftions of his Wiſdom an goodneſs, that they 
would nor pretend to make any elections for themſelves : 
how do's it ſhame our more explicite knowledg, who dare 
noc depend on him 1n the ſmalleſt inftance ? who will not 
take his difpoſels for good, unleſs our ſenſes become his 
{ureties? which amounts but to that degree of credir,which 
the moſt faithleſs man may expett from us, the truſting him 
as faras we ſee him, This is ſuch a contumely to him,as the 
Erknick world durſt not offer him , and is the peculiar in- 
ſolence of us degenerated Chriftians, who ſure cannor be 
chouzhr in earneft when we talk of ſinging Hallelujahs1n the: 
n2xt world ro him , whilſt we entertain him here only wich 
He ſullen noiſe of murmurs and repinings. , For we arenot 
0 think that Heaven will Mgtamorphoſe us on a ſufden,and 
urn our exclamations and wild clamors into Eauds and 
Magrificats. It do's indeed perfe@ and crown thoſe graces 
which were here inchoate and begun, but no mans conyer- 
iton ever ſucceeded his being there : for Chriit has expreſly 
tola us, That except we be convertsd we ſhall nct enter into t5e 
teingdom of Heaven, if we go hence in our froward diſcon- 
cencs, they will aflociate us with thoſe, with whom 1s weep- 
22 and pailing and gnafhing of tzeth _ 
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Of Poſitiventſs, 


L, Nother very unhandſom circumſtance in diſcourſe 
' 15 the being over contident and perenitory, a 

thing which do's very much unfit men for con- 

verſarion, it being lookt on as the common birrh-right of 


m2nkiad, that eyery man 1s ro vpine according to = dl- 
ares 
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ares of his own under{tanding,nor anothers. Now this pe” 
rew'orineſs 18 of ewo forts,the one a Mageſteriainefs in mat” 
ters of opinion and ſpeculation, the other a pofitivenz!s n 
relarng matters of fa&t : in the one we impoſe upon mens 
underſtandings, in the other on their faith, 

2. For the firſt, hemuft be much a ſtranger in the world 


who has not met with it : there being a generatien of men, . 


whoas the Prophet ſpeaks, 4remwiſe man in their cn eves, and 


prudent in their en ſight, 1a. 4. 21. Nay not only fo, bur who 


makethemſelves the tandards of witdom, to whichall are 
bound to conform, and whoever weighs not in th<1r balance, 
be his reaſons never ſo welghty,they write Te4e/ upon them. 
This is one of the mot opprethve Monopolies inaginable: 
all others can concern only ſomthing without us, but this 
fatens upon our nature, yea andthe better part of ir too, 
our reaſon; and if it meet with thoſe who have ary coni1- 
derable ſhare of that within them, they will often be remie(l 
tora:y it, and not tco ramely refign this native ibercy, 
Rerſon ſubmics only to Reaſon, and he thar afſaul:s ic with 
bare Authority (that wh.ch 18 divine always excepred ):mzy 
as well ca: time with his fword, or harden was 19 the fun, 

3. Tis cruz 1adeed theſe great Ditacors do famtime: run 
down the company , and carry their Hypotheirs wi.huut 
canteft : bur. of chis there may be divers reaſons beſides the 


weight of their arguments. Some unſpeculativ2 men may 


not have the skill to examine their afſertions, 3nd therefore 
an aſſent 15 their ſafeſt conrle ; others may be lazy an1 nor 
think1t worth their pains ; a third ſort may be modeſt and 
awed by a ſevere brow and an imperious nod : and perhaps 
the wifer may providently fore-ſee the impoſſibi'iry of 
convincing one who thinks himſelf not ſubje& to error. Up- 
on theſe or other like grounds t1s very pcflivic ail way be 
filenced when never a one. is convinced : fo that rheſe grear 


| Maſters may often make very falſe eftimates of their con- 


queſts, and ſacrifice to.their own nets, Heb. 1, 16.” when they 
have taken noching, 


PI4 


4: Nay indee4 this inſolent way of propoſing 15 fo far - 


from propagating their notions, that it gives Pre nice a 
gainit them. They are the gentle inf12u3:ions which vierc2 


(as.oal 1s che moſt penetrating of all liquors; ) but in thef2 


5. M3zite- - 
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Magiſterial documents men think themſelves attackt, and 
ftandJ upon their guard, and reckon they muſt part with ho- 
nor together with their Opinion, if they ſuffer themſelves 
to be heftor'd out of it. Beſides, this impofing humor 1s ſo 
unaimable, thas it grves an averſion to the Perſon ; and we 
know how forcible perforal prejudices are(tho t1s true they 
ſhouid not be) towards the biaffing of Opinions. Nay 1n- 
deed mcn of this temper do cut themſelves off from the op- 
porrunities of Profelyting others, by averting rhem from 
their company. Freedom 1s the endearing thing in Soclery, 
and where that is control'd, menarenot very fond of affo. 
claring themſelves, Tis natural to us to be uneaſy in the 
preſence of thoſe who afſume an Authority over us. Chil- 
dren care not for the company of their Parents, or Tutors, 
and men will care leſs for theirs, who would make them 
Children by.uſurping of Tutorage. 

5. All theſe inconveniencies are evidently conſequent 
to rhis Dogmatizing,ſuppoſing men be never ſo much in the 
rghe : But if they happen to be in the wrong, what a rid1- 
culous pageantry 1s ir, to ſee ſuch a Philoſophical gravity 
{er to man out Soleciſm ? A concluding Face pur upon no 
concluding Argument, is the moſt contemtible ſort of folly 
mn the world, They do by this ſound a trumpet to their own 
defeat : aud whereas a modeſt miſtake might ſlip by undiſ- 
cera'd, theſe Rodomontade errors force themſelves upon 
mens obſervation, and make it as impoffible for men not ro 
ſee, as it is not to deſpiſe them when they do. For indeed 


Prideis as ill linke with Error, as we uſually ſay it 15 with 


Beggery,aud in thisas wellas that, converts pity into con- 
remt. 
6. And then ir wonld be confidered, what ſecnrity any 


man that will be impoſing has,that this wull not be his cafe, 


Human nature 1s. very fallible , and as it 1s poffible a man 


may err in a great many things, ſo tis certain every mall | 


{do's in ſomthing or-other. Now who knows at the inftant 
he 1sſo pofitive, bur this may be his erring rurn ? Alas how 
fr-quently are we miſtaken even in common ordinary 


'hings! for as the wiſe man ſpeaka, hardly do we judg aright: 


even in things that are before us, Wild. 9g. 16. our very ſenſes 
39 ſometimes delude us, How then may we wander 
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things of abſtruſe ſpeculations ? The confideration of this 
hath with ſomeſo prevail'd, chat ithas produc'd a Sett of 
Scepticiſm, and tho Ipreſs it not for thar-purpoſe, yer ſure 
it may reaſonably be urged tointroduce ſome modeſty and 
calmneſs in our aſſertions. For when we haveno other cer- 
rainty of our being in the right , bur our own perſivaſtons 
thar we are fo : this may often be bur making on=error the 
gage for another, For God knows coufidence is { far from 
2 certain mark of truth, that tis often the ſeducer into fal- 
ſhood, noue being ſoapt to loſe their way as thoſe who,out 
of an ungrounded prefimtion of knowing it, deſpiſeall di- 
re&tion from others. 

7. Let all chis be werghed and the reſult will þ2,thar this 
perzmrorineſs 1s a thing that can befir no form of ander- 
ftanding. It renders wife men d1ſob.1ging and troubletom, - 
and fools ridiculous and contemrible, It cafts a prejudice 
upon che moit ſolid reaſoning , and it renders the higheer | 
more notoriouſly deſpicable, Tis pity good parts ſhou'd 
be leven d by 1t, made a ſnare to the owners, and uſ-lets - 
to others. And 'tis pity too tkat weak parts ſhuu'd by it ve | 
condemd'dro bz alwaies ſo,by deſpifing thoſe Aids which 
ſhou!d improve them; Since therefore t1s fo 14 calculated 
for every Meridian, would God a!l Climes might be pur- 
ged from it. . 

8. And as there are weighty obj:tions againſt it in re-- 
ſpeCt of its effetts, ſo there are no inconfid-rab'e prejad1- 
ces in relation to its cauſes, of-which we may reckon Pride - 
to be the moſt certain and univerial : for whatever elſe ca- 
ſually occurs to it,chis 15 the fundamental contirurive prin- - 
ciple; nothing but a great 9verweening of a mans own un- - 
derftanding being able to inftate him in thar imaginary - 
empire over other mzns. For here fure we may ask the A- - 
Pottles queſtion, Who made the to differ frem ancther ? When 
God has mad» Ra:ionaliry the common porcion of mankind 
how came 1t to Þ2 thy incloſure ? or whac 512nature has he * 
ſer upon thine, what mark of excellency, thar thin= ſhoa'd 
be paramonnar ?  Doubcleſs if thon fancis chou hat thar - 
part of Jacols bleffing, T6 be Lord of thy brethren, ard that all 
thy mothers ſons ſhoutd baw dewn ts thee, G2n. 27. 29. thou hat. 
got 1c mare fucr-ptionſly, then he d1.1, and wi.h leſs c—_ | 
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for tho Iſzac cold not rexradt his miſtaken benediftion,God 
wil never ratify that fantatiic, thou halt pronounced to thy, 
1vlf, with his real effeftve one. | 

y. But ther2 happens many times to be another mere. 
dient beſides Pride, and thar1s Ignorance: for thofke quaii« 
ties however they may ſeem at war, do ofren very Cloſely 
combine. He who has narrow notions, that knows bur a 
feiy things and has no glimpſe of any beyond him, thinks 
there are no ſuch: and therefore 25 if he had (like 4leran- 
der ) nowant but that of worlds to conquer, he thinks him- 
{e]frhe abſolute Monarch ofall knowledg: And this is of 
all others the moſt unhappy compoſition: for 18norance be- 
ing of its ſelf like ftiffclay, an infertile ſoil, when Priqs 
comes to {ſcorch and harden it, it grows perfe&tly impene- 
trable: and accordingly we ſee none wed inconvincible as 
your half-witted people, who know juſt enough to excite 
tne1r pride, but not fo much as to cure their Ignorance, 

19, There remains yet a 2. kind of Peremtorineſs which 
Iam to ſpeak to, and that is of rhoſe who can make no re-. 
12:102 without an arreftation of its certainty: a ſort of hoſ- 
pirable people, whoentertain all the idle vagrant reports ,. 
and ſend them out wirh paſports 2nd reſftimouals, who when 
rhey Have once adopted a ftory, will have ir paſs for legi- 
timare how fpurioas ſoever 1t originally was. Thete fom- 
what reſemble thoſe Hoſpitals in Izaty, wherz all baftards 
areſure of reception, and ſuch a provifion as may enable 
cbem to ſubiiſt in the world: and were it not for ſach men, 
m2ny 2 Fatherleſs lie woald be ſtifled in 1ts birch. Ir 1s 
indeed ttrange to ſee, how ſuden!y luoſe rumors knit into 
formal ſtories, and from thence grow to certainries; but 'tis 
Frange to fee thar men can be of ſuch proffigated impu- 
dence, as knowingly to give them thar advance, And yet 
115 no rarity to meet with ſuch men who will pawn their 
{;onor, their ſouls, for that unworthy purpoſe: nay and that 
t00 with as much 1mpertinence as bateneſs, whes no 1nter- 
ett of their own, or perhaps any mans elſe 1s ro be ſerved 
BY IG, 
- 1. This is ſo prodigious a thing as ſeems to excite ones 
Curioſity to inquire the caſe of ſo wonderful an eftet.And 
-r22S in 9ther unnataral produttions, there are ſeveral 


CoNncurrents- 
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concurrents, If we trace it ſrom its orizinal, its firſt Ele- 
ment ſeems to be Idleneſs: this diverting a.man from fſer-. 
ous uſeful entertainmenis, forces him _ ( the uſual re- 

fage of vacant Perſons ) rhe inquiring afcer News , which 
when he has got.the venting of ic 1s the next buſinels. If he. 
be of a credulous Nature, and believe it himſelf, h2 do's: 
the more innocently impoſe it on others: yet then toſecure 
himſe:f from the impucation of Levity and tooealy Faith, 
he is often temted ro lend ſome probable circumſtance,, 
Nay ifhe be of a proud humor, and have that miſerable 
vanity of Joving to ſpeak big, and to be choughr a man of 
grzacer corr. ſ2ondence and mrelligence then hisNeighbors, 
he will not bare an Ace of abſolute certainty: but however 
doubtfal or improbable the thing 1s, coming from him ir 
matt go for an mdiſputable truth. This ſeems to be the 
difcent of this gen. folly, which 1s yer often nurſt np 
by a mean or 1mprudenr Education, A man that hath con- 
verſt only with thar Iower ſort of company, who durft nor 
diſpute his veracity, thiaks the ſame falſe Coin will paſs 0- 
ver the world, which went currant among his Fathers Ser- 
vants or Tenants: and therefore we may obſerve that this 
IS more uſual in young men, wko have come raw into com- 
pany with 2ood fortunes and ill breeding. Bur tis now true 
alſo thot too many never looſe the habir,bur are as moroſe- 
ly pofttive in their Age, as they were childiſhly ſo in their 
Youthe. Indeed ris impoffible they ſhould be otherwiſe , 
unleſs-tney have the wit to duientangle themſelves firſt 
from the love of Flattery, and afcer from the company of 
Flatterers: for( as I have before obſerv'd) no vice willever 
wither under their ſhale. I rhink I ſhall du the Reader no 
i] office letin a lietle tight uponthem,and ſHew him ſomeof 
thoſe many miſchiefs that atcend to this anworthy practice, 
12, Firſtir engagesa man to Oarhs, and for ought he 
knows to Perjuries. When he has lanche out boldly into an 
incredible relation, he thuks he has put. his Credit upon 
the forelorn hope, and muſt rake care to relieve it: and there 
1s 20 ſuccor ſo conſtantly ready at hand as rhat of Oathsand 
tmprecations, and cherefore whole vollies of them are dif- 
charged upoen the doubtful, Thus do we make God a wit- 
neſs, and our Souls parties a.the cauſe of every trifling ru- 
| * mor, . 
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mor, as if we had mod!'d our Divinity by the Scheme of 
that Jeſuitical Caſuiſt,who legitimatres the Killing of a man 
for an Apple. 

13. A ſecond miſchief 15 that it betraies man to quarrels, 
He thar1s peremtory 1n his own S:ory,may meet with ano- 
ther that 15 aS peremtory 1n the contradiction of it, and then 
the two Sr. Poſitives muſt have a skirmiſh indeed. he that 
has atteſted the truth of a falſe, or thecertainty of a doubt. 
fal thing, has brought himſelf into the ſame ſtrait withBag- 
lams As, he muſt either fall down flat or run upon aſiword, 
Num. 22. 27. For if his Hearers do but expreſs a defiiance 
either he muſt fink to a downrizht Confeffion that he was 
a Liar.orelſe he muft huif and bluſter (11! perhaps he raiſe 
a counter-ſtorm, and as he fool'd himſelf out of his truth,ſa 
be beaten our of his pretence to it. Indeed there is fcarce 
any quality that do's ſotemrand invite affronts as this do's: 
for he that can deſend to ſuch 2 meanneſs, may reaſonably 
enough be preſumed to have little (as of true worth, fo ) e- 
ven of that which the world ca}ls Gallantry, and fo every. 


ny fivord-man will think him a good tame Quarry to en-- 


ter and fleſh himſelf upon. | 

14. In the third place it expoſes him to all the contemr 
and ſcorns which either good or1!] men cin flnig upon him 
the good abomizate the f1n, the 11] triumph over the folly 
of it, The truth 1s there can nothing be more wretchedly 


mean, To be Knight of the Poſt to every fabulous relarion 


isſuch a ſordid thing, thar there can ſcarce be any name 
of reproch too vile for it. And certainly he that can pawn 


his faith upon ſuch miſerable terms will by thoſe frequent . 


mortgages Guickly be ſnapt upon a forfeiture: or however 


will have his credit ſo Impar'd by it,that no man will think. 


his word a competent gage for the ſlight: concern. 

15. And this may paſs for a fourth conſideration, That 
this Politiveneſs 1s ſo far from gaining credir to his preſent 
affirmation, that ir deftroies it for the furure: for he that 


ſees 3 man makeno difterenc in the confidence of his afſert- 


ing realities and fidtions, can never take his meſures by 
any thing he avers, but according ro the commen Proverb, 
will ben danger of disbelieving him even when ho ſpeaks 
tryth. And of this no man can want coi ittion , who _— 
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but conſult his own obſervatien. For what an allay do we 
find it to the credit of the moſt probable event, that it is 
reported by one who uſes to ſtretch ? This unhappily do 
ſuch men defeat their own defigns: for while they aver 
ftoatly that they may be believed, thar very thing makes 
them doubted, the world being n ot now to learn how free- 
quently Confidence 1s made a ſupplement for Truth. Nor 
letany man who uſes this,flarter himſelf that healone do's 
( like Jobsmeflenger ) eſcape the common fate: for tho per- 
haps he meer with ſome who 1n civility or pity will nor dif- 
ws the probability of his narra:ions, or with others who 
or raillery will nor diſcourage the huunr, with which they 
mean ( in his abſence ) to divert themſelves, yet he may 
reſt affur'd he is diſcern'd by all, and derided for it. 

16, Ir therefore concerns men who either regard truth, 
or their reputation, not to indulge ro this humor, which 1s 
the moſtiilly way of thipwracking both. For he that will 
lay thoſe to ſtake upon every flying ſtory, may as well wa- 
ger his eſtate which way the wind will fit nexr morning , 
there being nothing leſs to be confided in , then the breath 
of fame, or the wiſpers of private tale- bearers. Wiſe men 
are afraid to report improtable truths: what a - fool-hardi- 
neſs 1s 1t then to atreſt improbable falſnies, as it often is 
the luck of rheſe Poſitive men todo ? 

17. Certainly there rs nothing which they deſign by this 
which may not be obtain'd more effedtually by a modeft 
and unconcern'd relation. He that barely relates what he 
has heard, and leaves the hearer to judg of the probability 
do's as much ( Iamſure more civilly ) entertain the com- 
pany, 2s he that throws down his gauntlet in atteſtation. 
He as much ſarisfies the itch of telling news; he as much 
perſwades his hearers: nay very much more; for theſe over 
earneſt afſeverations ſerve but to give men ſuſpicion that 
the Speaker 15 conſcious of his own falſenefs: and all this 
while he has his retreat ſecure, and ftands not reſponſible 
for che truth of his relations. Nay indeed tho men ſpeak 
never ſo known and certain truths, ris moſt advitable not 
to preſs them too importunately.for boldneſs, like the Bra- . 
va2s and Banditty, 1s ſcl-lom emploied but upon deſperate 


ſeryice- 
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ſervices, 434 18 foknowing a Pander for lying, that truth 
is but detam'd by its attendance, 

15. To conclude modefty is ſo amiable, ſo infinuating 1 
thing, thatall the rules of Oratory cannot help men co a 
more agreeable ornament of diſcourſe. And if they try it 


12 both che foregoing inſtances, they will undoubtedly find. 


the effetts of it: a modeſt Soup will ſooneſt captivate 
mens reaſons, and a modett relation their belief, 


SECT. all 
Of Obſcene Talk. 


Is Here 1s another vice of the Tongue which I can« 
not but menrion, tho I. knew not in which ofthe 
former Clafles ro place ir: not that it comes uns 

der nane, but that 'tis ſo common to all, thar *tis nor eaſy 

to reſolve to which peculiarly roaſhgen it, I mean obſcene 


and immoieft talk, which 1s oftenſive to the purity of God 


dammageable and infectious to the innocence of gurNeigh- 
bors, and moſt | pawn to our ſelves: and yet 1t 1s now 
grown a thing ſo common , thatone would think we were 
fallen into 2n Age of Metamerpkotts, and that the Brutes 
did, not oaly Poetically and in ftiftion, but reatiy ſpeak, 
For the talk of many 1s ſo beſtial, thar it ſr ems to be bur 
the conceptions of the more libidinousAnimales clorhed in 
human Language. . 
2. And yet even this muſt paſs for Ingenuity, and this 


vile deſcenr below Humaniry, mult be counced amon2 the 


higheſt ftreins of Wir.. A wrerched debaſement of that 
ſprightful —— thus ro be made the interpreter to a 


Goat orBoar for doubtleſs had thoſeCreatures Lut the or-- 


gans ef Speech, their fancies lie enough that wav to make 


them as gond company, as thoſe who more ſtudiouſly ap- 


Ply themſtlves to this ſort of entercainment. 
3. The crime is compreh: niive enouzh to afford abun- 


> —— 
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dance of matter for the mo* Saryrical zeal : but I confi&r _ 


the difleting of putrid Bodies may caſt, ſuch peRtilential 


fumes ; 
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fames, as all the benefits of the scruriny will not recem- 

ence, I ſhall therefore in reſpe@ totheReader diſnuſs this 
noiſom Sabje,and thereby give an example with what ab- 
horrence he thou!d alwaics reject ſuch kind of diſcourſe, re- 
m-mbring the advice of St, Paul, That all uncleanneſs fhould 
not he once named among thoſe who wou!d walk as becometh Saints, 


Eph, 5+ 3* 
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which I principally defign'd ro obſerve, wherein I 

have bm far from making 3 full and exact Cata- 
logue- therefore Lwould have no manrake this lictle Tract 
for 2 juſt Criterion, by which to try himſelf in re ference to, 
his words. Yet God grant tharall that read ir, may be 
able to approve themſelves even by this imperfe& elilay,, 
and he that do's fo, makes fair approches. rowards being 
that perfet man St. James peaks of _ 3. 1. theſe being, 
ſuch faulrs of theTongue as are the harder to avoid becauſe 
they are every day exemplified to us 18 common prattice. 


uh I Have now touched upon thoſe enormities of Speech 


| (nay ſome of them recommended as reputable and inge= 
ous. ) And it 1s a ftrange infinuative power which exam- 


ple and cuſtom have upon us. We fee it in every: trivial 
ſecular inftance, mn our very habit: thoſe dreffes which we 


| Janght ar in our four-fathers wardrobes or pictures, when 
| by thecircalation of time and vanity they are brought a- 


bour, we think very becoming. Tis the ſame in our diet: 


| oyr very palates conform to the faſhion, and every thing 
crows amiable to our fancies, according as tis more or leſs 


received in the world. And upou this account all ſobriery 
and ttridt vertue lies now under a heavy prejudice, and no 
part of 1t more, then this of the Tongue, which cuſtom has 


now enfranchized from all the bonds Moraliſts or Divines 


had laid upon it. 
2, Bat the greater the dificulties are, the more ir ought 


| toawake our diligence.if we lie looſe and carelefly tis odds 


| 
| 


we ſhall be carried away with the ſtream. We had need 


therefore fix our ſelves, & by a ſober x2collettio. of _ 
or 
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for which our Speeeh was given us,and the account we muſt 
one day give of it, inpreſs upon our ſelves the baſeneſs and 
the danger of miſemploying it. Yet a n?gative innocence 


will nor ſerve our turns, twill but put ns in the conditiongf | 


him, who wrapt up the talent he was commanded to employ, Mat, 


25. 25, Nay indeed twill be1mpofhble to preſerve even | 


that if we aſpire no farther, The Tongue 18a buſte ative 
Part, twill ſcarce be kept from motion: and therefore if 
that athivity be not determin'd to good objztts, twill be 
practicing upon bad. And indeed I believe a great part of 
irs Jicentiouſhcſs 15 owing to this very thing. There are ſo 
few geod themes of diſcourſe in uſe, rhat many are driven 
to the 11] for want of better, Learning 1s thought Pedantic, 
Agriculture Peaſant-like, and Rehigion the moſt iuſuffer. 
able of all. ſo by excluding all uſeful ſubjects of converſe, 
we come together ( as St. Paul in another cafe ſatvs ) Not 


fer the bitter but for the worſe,1. Cor. 11. 17. And if the Phi-- 


loſopher thought he had loſt that day wherein he had not 


learnt ſomthing worthy his notice, how many daies do we | 


worſe then loſe, by having them not only emry of ſolid 
uſeful acquiſitions, but full of noxious and pernicious 
enes? And indeed if they be the one, they will no: miſs to 
be the other alſo: for the mind is like the ſtomac, which if 
it be not ſupplied with wholſom nuriſhment , will ar laft 
fuck in thoſe hamors which the body moſt aboun41s.So that 
if in our converſe we donor interchange ſober uſeful noti- 
ons, we thall at the beſt traffiqu2 toies and baubles,and moſt 
commonly infefttion, He therefore that would keep his 
tongue from betraying himſelfor others to fin, muſt tune 
It to a quite contrary Key, make it an infirument, and in- 
centive to vertue,by which he ſhall not only ſecure thene- 
gative part of his duty, but comply with the polttive alſo, 
in employing 1t to thoſe uſes for which 1t was given him. 
3. It would be coo vaſt au under taking to preſcribe cke 
articular ſabj-&s of ſuch diſcourſe,nay indeed impoſſible, 
cauſe miny of them are occaſional, fuch as cannot afore- 
hand be reduced to any certain acconnt, Tis only inthe 
general we may reft upon, that all ſpeech tending to the 
Glory of God or the good of man,is aright diretted. Which 
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Divinity or the neceflary concerns of human life, may law* 
ly be brought into diſcourſe : ſomthing 1s to be indul. 
Jgedt 


o common civility, more to he intimacies and endear- 
ments of friendſhip, and a competzncy to thoſe recreative 
diſcourſes which maintain the cherefulneſs of ſociety , all 
which are,, if moderatly uſed , within the laritude of the 
rule, as tending (that in a lower degree) to th? well-being 
ing of men, and by conſequent to the honhr of God , who 
ws > ther us thoſe innocent refreſhments, Bur if the ſubor- 
dinate uſes come to encroch upon the hizher , if we dwell 
here and look no farther, they then become very finful by 
the exceſs, which were not ſo in their nature. Thar nor- 
dinacy ſers them in oppoſition to Gods deſignation, in 
which they were allowed only a ſecondary place. We 
ſhould therefore be careful to improve all opportunities of 
letring our rongyes pay their more immediate homage to 
God, in the duties of praiers and praiſes , making them 
not only the interpreters of our pions affettions , burthe 

romoters of the like in others. And indeed he can 

carce be thought in earneſt , who praies, Hallaped he thy 
Name, and do's not as much endevyor it with men, as he ſo- 
licites it from God. 

4. And if we anſhier our obligations in this point, we 
ſhall in ir diſcharge the higheft part of our duty ro man al- 
{o: for in whoſe heart ſoever we can implant a true reve. 
rental aw of God, we ſow the ſeed of immortality , of an 
endleſs happy being, the greateſt the moſt ſuperlative 
$00g whereof he is capable. Bnſdes in the interim, we do 

y it help to mannmit and releaſe him from thoſe ſervile 
drudgeries to vice,under which thoſe remain who live with- 
our God in the world. And theſe indeed are benefits wor- 
my the dignity of human nature to communicate, And it 
1s both ſad and ftrange to ſee amongſt the multitade and 
variety of L-agues that are contratted in the world, how 
few there are of theſ> pious combinations; how thoſe who 
ſhew themſelves concern'd in all the petty ſecular intereſts 
of their ſriends, never take this at all into their care; a pre- 
gnant evidence tow little true friendſhip there 1s among 
men, | 
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5. I know ſom=® think they ſuftciently excuſe themſelves 
when they ſhift off*this off ce roDivines, whoſe peculiar by. 
tneſs they fay it is. But this 1s as if one who ſees a Poor 
fainting wreteh,ſhuuld forbear ro adminifiera Corclial he 
has at hand, for fear of intrenching on the Phyſitians Fa. 
culty. Many opportunities a Friend or Companion may 
have which a Divine may want. He ofren ſees a man 12 the 
very fit, and ſo way more aptly apply: for where there is 
an intimacy of Converſe, men lay themſeives open, diſ- 
cover thoſe paſſions thoſe vices, whichthey carefully vell 
when a ſtrange or ſeverer eie approches.Befides, as ſuch a 
one may eafter diſcern the difeaſe, ſo he has better advan: 
rages for adminſtring remedies: ſo Children will not take 
thoſe Medicines from theDoQors hand,wvhich they will from 
a Nurſe or Mother.and we are uſnally tvo Childifhin what 
relates to our Souls; look on good counſel from an Ecclefi. 
aſticas a Divinity Potion, and ſet our ftomacks again{t it ; 
but a Familiar may inſenfibly infinuare it 18to us, and ere 
we are aware beguile us into health. Yet if Lay Perſons 
willneeds give theClergythe incloſure of office,they ſhould 
at leaft withdraw thoſe impediments they have laid in 
their way, by depoſiring thoſe prejudices which will cer. 
tainly fraſtrate their endeavor, Men have in theſe Jater 
daies bin taughr to look on Preaching as a thing of form 
to the Hearers, and of profir only to th2 Speakers, a craft 
Phereby,as Demetrius, (ates, They get their living, Atts. 16,25. 
But admit it wreſo in this laſt reſpeCt , yet it do's Nor 1n- 
fer it ſhould be ſo in the former if it be a Trade, twas ſure 

thought ( asin all Ages bur this ) a very uſeful one, elſe 
there would never have bin ſuch encouragement given to 
it, No ftate ever alloted public certain Salaries for a ſer of 
Mzn that were thought utterly uſeleſs: and if there be uſe 
to be made of them, ſhatlwe loſe our advantages merely 


—— 


becauſe they gain theirs? Weare innothing elſe ſo ſenſe- | 


leſs, no man will refuſe counſel from a Phyfician, becauſe 
he lives by the Profeffion. Tis rather an argument on his 
ſide, that becauſe ſuch an intereſt of his own depends on 
it, hz has bin the more induſtrious to fir himſelf for 1t, Bur 
not to run farther in this digreſfion, I ſhall apply it tomy 


purpofe by making this equitab le propoſal, that Lay _ 
wi 
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will not ſomoralize the common Fable,as neither to admo- 
niſh one another themſelves nor ſuffer  Minifters to do it 
without them. And truly tis hard if neither of theſe can be 
ranted when borh ought I am 1vre all 1s little enough rhat 
can be don, tho we ſhould have, as the Propher ſpeaks, 
Precept upon precept, Line upon Line, here aittleend there a little 
IC. 28. 13, Mans nature 1s fo unactentive to good,thar there 
an ſcarce be roo many monirors, We ſee $:t:r, tho hz 
have a much ftronger party in our inclinari ns, dar2s not 
rely upon it, bur 1s ſtillemploying his emiſfaries, to con- 


firm and excite them: andif whilſt he has ſo many Agents 


among us, God ſhall have none,we arelike to givean 11! ac- 
count of our z2al eicher ro God or our neighÞor, or of choſe 
rongues which were given usto glorify the one, and bene- 
far the other, Indeed withour-this, our _ ofiiciouſn2ſs 
in the ſecular concerns of others 1s 110 Kindnzſs, When we 
trive to advance the fame,ro increaſe the fortune of a wick- 
ed man, what do we 1n it, but enable him to do the more 
miſchizfs, by his wealth to foment his own luxuries and by 
his reputation commended rhem' ro che praftice of others? 
He only makes his friend truly rich and great, who teaches 
him to employ thoſe advantages aright : and would men 
turn their tongues to this ſort of Oratory, they would in- 


| deed ſhew they underſtood for what ends they were given 


them, | 
6. But as all good receives enhancement frotn its being 
more deffuſtve, fo thefe attemts ſhould not be confined to 
ſome one or two intimates or relatives, but be as extenfive 
as the common needs, or at leaſt at our opportunities, Tis 
a generous ambition to benefit many , to oblige communi- 
ties: which can no way fo well be don, as by endeavoring 
to ſubyerr vicious cuſtoms, which are the peſts and poiſons 
of all ſocieties, The heathens had many ceremonies of lu- 
ſtracions for their cities and countries,but he that could pu- 
rity and refine their manners., would indeed attain to the 
{ubitance of thoſe ſhadows. And becauſe the Apoſtle tells 
us, that Evil words corrupt good manners, Cor. 15. 13, twould 
be a fandamental piece of reformation to introduce a ber- 
ter ſort of converſe into the world: which 1s an inſtance ſo 
agrezable to my preſent ſubje&, that I cannor cloſe more 
' © pertinently 
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pertinently then to commend the endeavor to the Readers; 
who,. 1t he have bin by this Tratt at a!l convinced of the 
{in and miſchief of thoſe Schemes cf difcourte deciphered 
it, cannot bemore juſt ro his convictions, then by attemting 
to ſupplant rhem. 

7. It were indeed a defign worthy of a noble ſoul, to try 
to new model the Age n this particalar,to make it poſſible 
for men to be at once converſable and innocent, { know it 
riwill be objected, tis too valt a projet for one or many 
tingle Perfons to undertake: yet dithcuities uſe to antimare. 


generous ſpiti:s, eſpecially when ( as here ) the very at 


remt 15 laudable. Butas Chriſt fates of Wiſdom, ſo may we 
. have Courage, the Children of this world are more darin 
then the Chil:tren of lighr, The great corrupters of dif. 
courſe }ave not bin ſo difttruſiful of themſelves: for ris vi 
ible to any that will refle@, that tis within mans memory 


fince much of this monſtrous exorbirancy of diſcourſe grew ' 


in faſhion, particularly the Atheiſticai and Blaſphemous, 
The farſt propugners of ir were but few, and durſt then 
bur wiſper their black rudiments: yet the world now ſees 
what a harveſt they have from their deviliſh 1.duſtry, 
And ſhall we grve over our Clime as forlorn and deſpe. 
rate, and concluae that nothing which 1s not venemous will 
thrive in our Soil ? Would ſome of parts and autority but 
make the experiment, I cannot think that all places are yet 
ſo vitiatedb,ur that they may meet with many, who would 
reliſh ſober and ingenuous difcourſe, and by thair example 
b2 animated ro propagate it to others: but as long fas Blat- 
phemy, Ribaldry, and Derradtion ſer upfor Wit, and carry 
it without any competition, we do implicitly yield that 
title we diſpure nor: and tis hard to ſay, whether their tr1- 
unphs be more owing to the boldneſs ot11] men, or the pu- 
fillanity of the good, What if upon the crial they ſhou!d 
meer with the worſer part of St. Pax!'s fare ar Athens T hat 
ſome will mock , Afts 17. 32, yer perhaps oy mIy Pertake 
of the better alſo, and find ethers that wonld be willing to 
hear them again,and ſome few at leaft may cleave to them. 
ad ſure they are too render and delicate, that will run 
no hazard, nor be willing to bear a little ſhare in thar pro-- 


fane dro{lery , with which an Apoſtle was, and n_ 
0 
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God is daily atlaulred , efpecially when Dy this expoling themſelves, they may 
hope to give ſome check ro that impious iberry. However beades the fatisfa- 
&tion of their own con(tiences, they may alto gain rhis advantage by the at- 


tem, that ir may be a good teſt by which to cry tttcir company. For thoſe 


whom they tind impatient of innocent and prontable converle,they may afſure 
them(clves can only cnfhare, not benehr them ; aud he is a very weak Gamc» 
ſter,that will be drawm to play upon ſuch rerms as make it highly profitable 
for him to loſe, but impoſſible for him to win. 1 hercfore in thar caſe the ad- 
vice of Solomon is very proper, Go from the preſenc2 ef a focliſh man, when 
thow perceiveſt net in him the lips of Knowledg, Prov. 14. 7. 

9. But he that will undertake (6 Heroic an enterprize, muſt quailfy himſclf 
for it, by being true to his own pretenſions. He maſtleaveno uneven thred in 
his loo m, or by indulging to any one forr of reprovable difcourſe him(clf de- 
fat all his endeavors againſt the reft. Thoſe aiery Speculators that have 
writ of the Philoſophers Stone, have required many perſonal qualitications, 
ftri:t abſtinences and purities in thoſe who make rhe experiment. The thing 
may havethis ſober application, that thote who would rurn this Iron Age in- 
wo Gold, that would convert our ruſty drofly Converle iato a purer {trein, 
muſt be perfeatly clean themſelves. For alas what effect can that man hope 
from his moſt zealous reprehenſions, who laies him(dlfopen to recrimination 
He that hears a man bitterly inveigh againſt blaſphemy and profaneneſs, 
and ( yet in that almoſt the ſame breath)hears his monitor inveigh as bitterly 
andznkk his Neighbor, will (carce think him a guide of his tongue , that Has 
but half the maſtery of his own. Ler every man therefore be ſure to begin 
at the right end of his work, to waſh his own mouth clean, before he pre- 
{ribe Gargariſms to others. And to that purpoſe ler him impartall _—_ 
on all rhe undue liberties he has given his tongue, whethea thoſe which have 
bin here remorked, or thoſe others which he may find in all practical books, 
eſpecially in (the moſt practical of all books,} his own Conſcience. And 
when he has traced his talk thro all its wild rambles, let him bring home his 
ſtray ; nor like the loſt ſheep with joy, bur with reaas of penitence and con- 
trition, and keep a ſtridt watch over it that It break nor looſe again ; nay 
farther require it to make ſome reſtitution for the trefpaſs it has committed 
n its former excurſions: to reſtore ro God what it has robed of his Honor, 
by devoting it ſelf an inſtrument of his ſervice ; to his Neighbor what it has 
detracted from him, by wiping off that ſullage ir has caſt upon his Fame 
and to himſelf by defacing thoſe ill Characters of vaniry and folly ir has ina 
printed on him. Thus may the Tongue cure its own ſting,and by a kind of 
Sympatheric vertue, the wound may be healed by dreſſing the Weapon. But 
alas when we have don all, the Tongueis fa ſlippery that it will often be in 
danger to deceive our watch : nay it has a ſecrer intelligence with the heart 
which like a corrupted Goaler is too apt to conniye ar its eſcape. Ler us 
therefore ſtrengthen our guards, call in him who ſees all the ſecrer prattice 
of our trecherous hearts,and commit both them and our rongues to his cuſto- 
dy. Let us ſay with the Plalmiſt, Try me, O Lord, and ſeek, the ground of my 
heart, Plal. 229. 23. And with him again, Set awatch, O Lerd, before my 
mouth, and keep theldoor 'f my lips, Olet not my heart be inclined to any evil- 
thing, Pla. 141. 3. And if hand thus joyn tn hand, Prov. 16 5. if Gods grace 
be humbly invoked, and our own endeavour honeſtly emploied, even rhis 
unruly evil of the Tongue (as St. James calls iz) Chap. 3. 8. may be in ome 
degree taraed.IF now and then it get a little out by ficalth,yer ic will _ 
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the Demoniac be {o raving, as quite to break all its chains. If we cannot a 
ways ſecure our (elves from ls ama and f{rprize, bur that a f-rbidday® 
word may ſomrimes eſtape us, yet we may from deliberare wilful offence? 
of the Tongue. And tho we ſhoild all aipire higher, yer if we can bur reach® 
this, we ought not to excule our {elves (upon remaining inarmities) from the 
Chriſtian generous undertaking, I was recommendiny, the r. forming of 6s. |. 
thers. Indeed I had made a very impertinznt exhortatioi to thac, if tnis ds 
gree of htmeſs may nor be admitred ; for I fear there would be none upon; 
earth could attempr it upon other terms : the world muſt {till remain as + þ 
is, and await only the tongues of Angels to reduce ir. Nor need we fear that F 
cenſure of Hypocriſy which we hnd, Mart. 7. $5. for the caſe 1s very d.iering, 
Tis indeed as ridiculous as 13t0lent an attempt, for one that has a 1cam m 
his own etc, to pretend to caſt a Mote out ofhis brothers : but ir holds 1ot 
en the contrary, that he that has a Mote in his own, ſhould not endeavor #9 
remove the Beam 1n -his Brothers. Every ſpeck does not blind a man, nor. 
does every inhrmity make one unable to difcern, or incompetent to reproye 
the grofler faults of others. 

Lo. yet after all lerus as much as is poſſible clear our cies even of this 
More, ard make our Copy as worth tranſcribing as we car: for certainly the 
beſt inſtrunent of reformation is example : and tho admonition may ſomes: 
times be neceſſary, yer there are many circumfſtarces required -to the right! 
ordering of that, 1o that it cannot alwaies be practicable, bur a good exams" 
ple ever is. Beſides ir hasa ſecret magnetic vertue : like the Loadſtone it ats:; 
trats by a power of which we can giveno account :* fo that it (cemns 10 bg! 
one of thoſe occule qualities, thoſe ſecrers in nature, which have pu-1-4 the, 
enquirers, only experience demonſtrates it to us. Iam fare it does ( too a 
bundantly) inill examples, and I doubrnot, might do the like in good, p) 
they were as plenrifully experimented. And that they may-be fo, let every, 
man be ambitious to caſt in his mite : for tho two make but a farthing, ye F 
they may be multiplied ro the vaſteſt ſum. However if a man cannot reform! 
others, yet Iam fare twill be worth his while , fo to ſave h111ſelf from this 
untoward generation, A&x. 2.40. I have now preſented the Tongnegundern'} | 
double afpet, ſach as may juſtify the ancient Dehnition of it, that ir is the Þ 
worſt and beſt part of man, the beſt in irs orrginal and de ign,and the v o it 
In its corruption and degeneration. In David the man af.er Gods hearrit 
was his glory, Pſ. 57. 8. Tue beſt member thae he had, Pſ. 108. 1. But mn the 
wicked it cuts like a ſharp Razor, Pf. 52. 2. Tis as the venem if Aſps, 1404» | 
TheTongues from heaven were Coven, AQ. 2.2.to berhc 1 072 diff ifiveef. 

ood : but thole that are /ired from hellare torked, Jam. 3.6. to be rhe more 
unpreffive of miſthicf: it muſt be referred ro every mans choice, uito which 
of the forms he will mold his. Sclomen tells us Dearth and Life are in the pw 
cr of the Tongue, and that not only direQly in regard of the good orill we. 
we may{do to othe's, bur reflexively alfo, in reject of w. a may rebound? 
ro our ſelves. - Let Moſes then make rhe infe/nnce from Se {0-ons premiley F 
Therefcre chuſe Life, Deut. 30. 15. a propofal to realon1ble, (© agreeable td 
rature, thrrno floriſhes can render it more inviting. I ſhall cherctore leavelt 
+.» the Raaders contemplation, and ſhall hope that if he pleat but to revolye 
i- with thar ſcriouſieſs which the imporiance exats, he wjll new jer his 
T21gue, compoſe it to thoſe pious Divine ſtreins,which may be a proper FF? | 
ludi:m tothe Allelujahs he hopes eterna'ly ro fling. _ 
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